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der to awaken the Prefumptuous, and en- 
courage the Defpondent. 
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the 



TO THE 

READER. 

HE Author leaving the 
ufe of his Name at difcre- 
tion$ for fome Reafons 
is thought fit to fupprefs it, The 
rivacy of his Perfon, exprefs’d in 
fie Title, indicates its ufelefnefs, 
hings of this nature mult carry 
heir own evidence, to gain acce^ 
>tance, which when they do, Names 
re of little value 5 fince the judici-? 
)us repute them but Ciphers till 
bme real figures of truth compleat 
ue Sum: Whil e fome are candid 
^exgolli ^ die Flaws of their 
.fives, charitably to warn others 
fitheir danger^others are” as crf~~ 
ically cenforious, and as ready to 
iiakeV odious Reflections, inftead 

A % of 



Isa 



The Put lifer to the Reader, 
of expreffing gratitude, and learn- 
in® Caution. Thefe intimations 
may fuffice, why the Author is 
not made pubUck. If fome pal- 
fa^es in thele Papeis relating to 
Fad, fhoud be called in queftion 
by any ferious Perfons, they may 
meet with l'ome ftill living, who 
aflifted the Party in his difconlo- 
late Hours, who will be r^ a dy 
to bear their Teftimony to True 
as occafion ftiall offer. After all 
if the Hiftorick part be frown d 
upon in point of Truth, as fad 5 
or reality, as reprefented in trie 
following Difcourfe, a thing not at 
all unufual in matters of this na- 
turc • ? tis hop ci fome fenousTfiuths 

deliver d, may be of fome 

ufe to well difpofedPerfons : And 

fince that will in great meafure an- 
fwer the Authors true defign, 1 11 
acquiefce in thofe hopes, folemnly 
recommending it to the Divine 
Benedidion, the very Life and 
Soul of all Performances, THb 
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r H AT I here relate , if I know my 
own Heart, is entirely dedicated 
l _ , to the Honor of God, and Service 

\of Mankind . I cant think or exprefs my felf 
fait ably to the Mercy of God, in which I have 
, been Jo liberal a (barer nor expofe enough 
the ra ge and _fubt ilty of the Legion sf of He ll, 
i from wloofe Ty ran ny I fuffer jd fo ter rie>ly_ j The 
truth of both will appear in thuT fejuel of this 
Narrative . God deals varioufy with his Chil- 
dren, as Satan does with his V' affals the di- 

vulging then fecrets of this kind, may inform 
the inobfervant, too great Strangers to the m - 
[elves, and theje Exercifes : Nay, the Judici- 
ous and Experienced (land not fo fafi, but 
they may receive a fhock, and under Tempta- 
tion, parallel Cafes may . help and comf ort « 
God Difciplines fome, to warn and enco urage _ 
others Jhou’d I then fupprefs his V'ifitationsfjoT 
inflruBive, I might injure that Deftgn, and 
defraud God of his Glory . This is the leaf I 
nve my great Lord and Mafler, and if / can 

i A 3 ' 






The Preface* 

accomplif it, Pm no farther follicitous what 
Cenfure pajfes upon me* If my Friends there- 
fore, ivhen Pm gone, think it needful to expofe 
my Name, they may ufe their difcretion fince 
none can load me more, than I foud my 
feif* 

T he World abounds in variety of good Booh \ 
bu t were more Experimental Cafes publif d, 
the Devil’s Kingdom wou’d be more confound - 
Many may have ufeful Papers by them, 
which poffibly may ne’ er fee the Light : If I 
can but excite fuch to the difcharge of their 
Duty, while they fee one expofe himfelf, hap- 
py fall I repute my felf in gaining that part 
of my Defgni But leaving that to Provi- 
dence, if I can but any way affift one poor 
Soul, I fall ne’er repent my Labour . 

Such as engage in Subjects that blacken their 
own Character, can t rationally come within the 
p V imputation of Vanity . When the Favours of 

uj nf Heaven are mention d, ’tis purely to the Glory 
of God’s exceeding free Grace, without the 
leaf fadow of Alcrit in me, who am lefs than 
the leaf of any of his Mercies and deferve 
nothing but pure Wrath and Vengeance * If a- 
ny think feme Pajfages feem fl range, let them 
reft affured they are no lefs true and fuch as 
prove fo uncharitable, as to diferedit one they 
cant jufily fuppofe has any private inter efi to 
ferve, let them know they injure themf elves 
more than him . 

I cafl the whole , for better order anddifiin - 
Bion , into Three parts . The firft conffts of 
/ ■ Pajfages of leffer Moment, but very conducive 

to give light to what follows. He that con- 
temns fmall things, Shall fall by little and lit- 
tle, 



9 9 



I'i 



I, 

4 



• HI 



t 

jut 

J 



» i 



f 



1 



It 



l 



k 

fill 



Ik 

n 



The Preface! 

tie, fays the Son of Syrach. Pice is a grow* 
tk Jng mi f chief tho* its fir ft appearance he but 
^\fmalT-> and he that fees not the Hand of He a - 
i fu yen in leffer Warnings and Kin dnejfes^ grows 
d I habitually indij pos'd to fee greater , till he dams 
pip the courfe of Godl Bounty , and brings down 
M bis hot difpleafure. The fecond contains ave- 
tlif ry peculiar difpenfation } fome fever e and re- 
fon markable Providences . The third exprejfes the. 
tkglorioui_ Methods of Divine Grace m ^a_Rccor^ 

: I very . I here deviatelnore fromlhe Hiflcrick 
c tipart 0 to pay a deference to what Vm fo much 
’ { beholden , even the free Grace o f God 0 anefpro^ 
t a TTiote^jnode J}^ h um b l e x h eating ..Spirit* — Exam - 
pflj pies are more cogent than Precepts } but fince they 
? ji confirm each the other f interfperfeforne Reflexi- 
ons. T he Stile is not polite , nor is the Method 
\ jjft calculated to pleafe the Sons of Art : My Bn - 
A! finefs is nGt to amufe , but edifle , which en~ 
v & a & es me *° as familiar Perms as pof 

% fible . / certainly purfue very falfe Meafures y 

were I fiudious and able to gain repute , (hoit d 
I attempt it by this Method. What Pm ambi- 
} A tious of is , that I hope of an attempt at leaf 
c c to do fome good : And blefs God for enclining 

y meMo facrifice what fome are fo fond of to pro - 
c j, mote this blcfjed end , which I eflsem a flgnal 
lj Favour . 

| Pm well appris'd , how obnoxious / to cen - 
fire , Concefflons / z-V? jzry? 

fecond Part . / 1 provoke the fcorn of a_ 

( | formidable Creypj who wont fail to pretend 
I tlTfTrawrmy pifture with my own Pencil • I have 
given them fome features they^ll prefume are 
I purely Natural , /a tpz// 0 / hitting my 

j Complexion , and pofi me up for an errant Me - 
[ A 4 lancholick* 
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for nicer Flejh and Blood , Matter and Mott- 
Who talk as defy otic ally as if they had 
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The Preface. 

Idnchclick. They are your fierce contenders , 

Wifdom by Pat tent frdm Heaven , and were 
invefled in the foie propriety of true fenfe 
and to queflion their dictates, were to oppofe 
the very Oracles of Reafon. If a Man talk 
a Syllable beyond the reach of Mecha- 
nic k Powers , they immediately clap him up for 
a Lunatick in their own Fanfies , and tell the 
World he Dreams or Raves . Dr. Hackwell 
/S in his Apology for the Providence of God, tells 

/Th m ’> ’Tis impudence, after fuch full and re- 

* pelted atteftations of the' Being and O- 
^ * perations of Devils, to deny them. Such 

, as fairly conjult the Narrative of Capt. Bell 

at the beginning of LutherV Colloq*, Menfa- 
lia : What the Lord Clarendon^ Hiflory 
mentions of the Duke of Buckingham, and 
compare that with what Sir Henry Wotton 
relates of him in his Life and Death , cant , 
I think , elude the force of thofe ConviFlions * 
To confront the many Hi fi cries upon Record 
of this Nature , with the idle Stories of De- 
c elvers, or weak and credulous People, is tri- 
fling and. ridiculous and demonfl- rates how 
meanly the Sons of Wifdom can employ the 
z mighty Talent they pretend to \ while they bafe - 

ly force their Reafon to truckle to the fordid 
inter eft of their Lufts : For what does all the 

farce of their Conclufions of this nature amount 
to, bat this, that bccaufe there are many Tales 
and Romances , there are no true Hi for ies nor 
real accounts of things ? To compare Becker, 
Scot, and Web — r, with the many Great and 
Learned Aden that have written on this Sub- 
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The Preface. 

if ^7 *"-f like equallizjng a ABuJhroon or two of a 
few Hours growth and fall , mY/7 all the fiate- 
ly / landing Cedars of Lebanon. 

. It mufi be granted, feme good Men have been (5^ 

too ready to give their ajfentto matters of this 
hind at the firfl rebound , and approved them- -a&C&L'i 
[elves more impregnated with the innocency of 
the Dove, than the fubtilty oj the Serpent, 
which has expofed them to fallacy and impojs- 
tton : But what more can ] be inferred hence, 

San what an ingenious Per f on has faid upon it ? 

The beft Men have this misfortune, upon BlorJelohhc 
iio^ other ground, than that they are the Sybils, p. z. 
beft, to be the more credulous, and incli- ~ 
ning rather to fecurity, than diffidence, 
fo eaifty give advantage to tliofe, who, 
by their craft and insinuations, make it 
then- defign to triumph over their fim- 
plicity : ^Who thinking there cannot be a 
greater fubtilty, than to live without fub- 
tilty, imagine it fomewhat unreafonable 
to conceive, at the firft light, any fufpi- 
cionof thofe by whom they had not as yet 
been over-reach’d. 

Such as turn to Calaubon of Credulity, 
p. 31. fo on, will fee what Principles aft thofe 
Afen that deny the Operations of Spirits , what 
Characters he and other learned Aden (five of 
them: Particularly of Scot, p. 40 , and 41. 
and what fuits him may , for ought I know y 
the whole Clan ^ but that I leave to better judg- 
ments to determine • I know fomething of the 
6 entlemen I have been [peaking of and the 
strength of their Arguments, and am no granger 

*%/ ten* I m fiire there is Juch 

a WnraL I) {[temper , and as fare there is a 

v DeviL 
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The Preface. 

Devil , and fuel) a thing as Temptation. 7 he 
or and Idol of this Faction liv d and dy d in 
Childilh Fears of what he afferted had no Be- 

ing , , W «* M (f d W) 

that if we (hon'd meafure toe entity of the Soul 

by its degeneracy, one won d be tempted to think, 

inch really had little or none. 

Others there are of Character for goodnejs , 
who will afford me a large flare of their Pity , 
as a Hypochondriacal Weakling , under the 
er of deluflon. Some of thefe are no great Pht- 
lofophers , and much lefs skill d in Phyfick ut 
for fear of being rank'd among low-foul d, credu- 
lous Creatures , lifp fo much after the mechanical 
Terms of the Men of Senfe , tilt they get the 
Shiboleth of their Party. If a Man budge an 
Ace beyond the Sphere of atra bills, he s dub d 
an Enthufiaftick Vifionary , and what he jays is 
compared to the Rapfodies of a Pvofecrucian. I 
dare not implead thefe Gentlemens Virtue, but 
muff their diferetion. T hey abet not SadduciJ m 
defjnedly, but eventually. For whatever is 
maintain'd to be purely natural , that s really 
the effett, in part or whole, of invifble Powers, 
mufi be granted to have a tendency this way. 
I have heard feme of thefe good Men deny with 
(Iranfre poftivity the agency of the Devil in plain 
Cafes, and ridicule Authentick Records of Ap- 
paritions, and other material Paffages relating 
to the World of Spirits , that have long flood 
the tefi of time-, and peremptorily to impute 
that to a Difeafe , which was the mamfeft effect of 
Temptation. 

What Cafanbon and Dr. Moor affert ofEn- 
thmflafm, mufi be granted but I can't fuppofe 
either of them abfolntely fecluded thofe Inftan - 
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jjj ccs of tifitHTdl diforders they mention^ from irt - 
/J terfering with all Diabolical impreffons. The 
J former does not , bat afferts in exprefs Terms 
the contrary , at will appear hereafter : Nor can 
tk ^ f u PP°f e *^e latter fhoud, fo fmart a content 
der for the Being and Power of Spirits. leant 

'duel wonder to find fuch as allow the infirumen- 
! tality of Satan in ordinary Temptations^ fo po - 
J' jitively excluding it in extraordinary Cafes , 

Tis difficult to difiinguifh the impulfes of our 
1 own Spirits from his , in fome violent movements 
the Paffions ^ but that he often a£is there behind 
n , the Curtainanone but a Sadducee 0 I think , will pe~ 
m remptorily deny. Be ye angry, and Sin not ^ let Ep^ef. 4. 2,6# 
not the Sun go down upon your Wrath : Nei- L 7 * T 
ft ther give place to the Devil. God tells us there ^ J ^ 7 a 
li ! are fitch Beings i and in general deferibes their j n g ? "vyhofo 
f[ Power and Employ , not to excite curiofny but is angry, 0- 
^ watchfulnefs. 'Tis folly in us then to preclude their runes fpecics 
tlf Influences in infiances where their malicious Sa - Gehenna ci 
:ifi gacity prompts them to intermingle , the more Trniv.antur, 
du powerfully to deceive and work mifehief. If** 

4 j fome Gefiiculations , l^ociferations , and other . Tf~ r ° 

. - j y. f j J . mrcinsi 

W) extatick Motions , may be accounted for from P ends Buxt, 
}• Mechanical Principles , does it therefore follow , 
tw thefe malignant Powers can’t ajfociate with 
til what’s natural ? or that it’s no fair cccafion to 
if play their pranks , while Mens preemption runs ■ 

"i ft ron & t0 natural Caufes without any fafpicion 
1 d of the concurrence of their Agency. - 
ill Our Idea’s of Spirits , I drink , are mofily 
if fram’d by negative abflroEHons : Sure then , in 
Jo abftruce a Sub jet f Modefly fhou’d govern 
f us more than confidence : If we know not their 
»// Nature , how can we their Operations ? God only Ads x, 24' 
t properly *gphoyv£<jL^theKnower of Hearts \but 
7 how and to what degree Created Spirits converfc 

with 
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with ours, no Mortal can determine . What's 
imprinted on the Fancy , is generally allow'd to 
fall under their cognisance, hut how much or 
little our more refin'd Idea s interfere with that 
Power, cant nicely be determin'd nor confe- 
quently how much precifely of our Thoughts 
may fall within their ken: But this is certain , 
they'll give jhrewder gueffes, by collating hints 
they are Maflers of, than the moft fubtle Heads 
put together can . • And if they can pry refle- 
xive into thefe rcceffes,why fhoud we queftion 
their influences on the Body, in fome unufual 
Cafes ? 

' Let us take heed of ftinting their Power, by 

the narrow Model of our weak conceptions : 
They have advantage enough of the great eft ac- 
knowledgers of their Craft and Power, which 
they'll affuredly ply fome way to their detriment } 
let us then give them no more, by fond prefum ■* 
ptive Opinions, tending to fee urity. If fuch as 
ft and on their guard are hard put to it, what 
a prey are they like to make of fuch as weaken 
their Watch by flighty conceits of fuch formi- 
, f „ dable Enemies ? One of the greateft Maflers 
mane°Un- U °f ^ ea f on t ^ je f^efent Age, gives us a con - 
derftandine jefture about Spirits, which he is pleas'd to term 
Book 2. Ch. extravagant , and to apologise for as a wild 
23. p. 162, Fancy, which muft be imputed to his Mode- 
and i6y zdfty, fince if there appear any excefsin the thing. 
Edit. 1 think it's juft ly imputable to that only of in - 

(renuity. And I wifi) fome pretenders to his 
T dent wou'd flrive to imitate him more in this 
Virtue, to which they have the flrongeft Mo- 
tives, both from his Example and their own de- 
ficiencies, compared with his attainments : And 

as they'll find this part of him the cafteft and 

the 
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The Preface. 

ffee jufteffi for them to follow , /o *’# if they 

attain it , /•feey JWZ it wzo/Z profitable and 
highly advantageous . T/?* Paragrave is too 

long to infert here , / JWZ 770 £ it fo much 

injury as to difmember it, but only intimate , 
that it relates to fome advantages Spirits may 
be conceiv'd to have over us m , whither I refer 
the Curious Let fuch as abound in their own 
fenfe to hammer out evafions and natural fo - 
lutions in mofl palpable Cafes , be at length con- 
jured to con fid er better if not to the altering of 
their fentiments , yet at leaf to filence , that they 
prejudice not others • Let them remember they op - 
pofe the Judgments of many of the befit and 
great eft Men *, that Arguments from the befit 
Tbpicks , from Scripture, Reafon and Experi- 
ence, fly in their Faces : Let Shame effect fome- 

thing of that which better Reafons (hon’d en- 
tirely . 

A Learned Man tells us. The fincere ar-Dr Xudmrth 
dent AfFeftions of devout Souls may be at- Serm. ad. 
tended with fome kind of Enthufiafm. p* 26 ° * 

For Enthufiafm, as well as Zeal and other \ 
natural things, may \ be well ufed m , and be- 
ing rightly circumftantiated, and fubfer- 
vient to a better Principle, become irre- 
prehenfible. Some obferve that no great 
Work of the Brain, that begot much ad- 
miration in the World, was ever achiev’d 1 
without fome kind of Enthufiafm and the 1 
fame may be affirm’d of the moft tran- f 
fcendently Virtuous and Heroical Actions. 1 
If this be true, as / fee not but it may, with- 
out giving any advantage to Materialifls, / 
cant conceive why we Jhoud admit a degree of 

natural Enthufiafm, focial with the operation \ 

of 
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of the Holy Spirit, and yet deny the injections 
and operations of Satan in Wicked Perfons, un~ 
der Enthuflaftick circumftances. The Doctor's 
fuppofition may be allow'd upon the fame foot , 
that encouragement is to Aged and Infirm Per - 
fons , who complain of a fufpenfe of that flow o f 
Comforts they had formerly : For tho' God may 
in an extraordinary manner , fometimes f apply 
thefe natural defeats by more liberal effufions 
of the Spirit of Confolation, yet this muft not 
be made the Standard of his ufual proceedure, 
who commonly works thus, not only with, but ac- 
cording to the State of Nature and all know 
how much the flow of AffeClion depend upon the 
vigor of the Conflitution . I hope this may be faid 
without the leaf prejudice to the affiflances oj 
the Holy Spirit if not, I utterly abjure the 
thought with deteftation . pfjttjf 

Blejfed be God, we need no pias fmides to 
fupport our holy Religion, let them ufe Legends 
that more need them : No, nor any extraor- 
dinary appearances, having recourfe to a more 
fure Word of Prophecy : But fill, when a wife 
and kind Providence condefc ends to afford us any 
collateral Evidences,' its our Wifdom thankfully 
to receive and improve fuch acceffional helps 
to our Faith, and not rudely to baffle and re- 
ject them. Satan's Power is much lejfen'd fmce 
the Preaching of theGofpel and wou'd to God 
we made a better ufe of it', but fome talk as 
if he had little or nothing to do here, and ailed 
no o finer than he appear'd, and appear'd no o fi- 
ner than meer Fear and Fancy rais'd him . The 
execrable Crimes of fome, make them look like 
incarnate Devils, and befpeak their infufions, 
and fo declare their exiflence : But if that be 
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;| i fiot allow d,I tn fure fitch enormities demon fir ate 
s,t the monftrous depravity of humane Nature. 
$it II i ‘ ■ the trite State of our Cafe , I take to he l the 
fit one flan ding on the Brow of a Precipice •, he 
l h may tumble by his own weight , but a hi aft of 
Wi Wind will fet him going Jooner. If fome Re- 
nt 'lotions in Glanvil, &c. be errant Stories , does 
«Hj follow all the reft are fio ? To detefl an idle 
ifm Vagrant , is a ufeful piece of Charity , as well 
fl as relieving areal Object • becaufe the multi- 
bus tude of Cheats difeour age Bounty, from a fear 
tt °f m ifp lacing it : But ft ill it’s allow’d better in 
ijii difficult Cafes , to give to two unworthy Objects-, 
nil ™her than fend one that’s real , empty away . 
fit l~he All aft on is plain, and I wifh fome rigid In— 
tit ejuifitors would ferioufly apply it. 

I 1 principally addrefs my felf to finch, who 
I tho they are loth to be impos’d on, yet are 
jj willing to con (true juft deftgns fairly : For the 
th °f f HC h i went are to expofie my felf to the 

fc°ffi s of the giggling fraternity, who muft have 
m their turn of laughing. To avoid this, 1 have 
ift not been fo wary as I might, having m many 
things confulted Confidence more, than what 
! many will needs call Prudence. Such as defire 
I to form a true jugdment of matters here con - 
tain’ d, Jh ou’d read it through e’re they pafs 
Cf their Verditt, at leaft the Second Part. If af- 
j, ter all any doubt, the Day is coming which 
will evidence matter of Fall here related real 
i truth, and. to that I appeal in the Face of all 
, Cavils. I thought it needful in fome Cafes to 
J quote Authority, fince I had none of my own : 
And fometirnes even Truth it felf needs fome 
help this way, to keep her in Countenance, and 
r recom- 
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recommend hey to fome APens genius • I take 
the freedom now and then , tbo 9 rarely, humbly 
to recommend a Book to others , as hoping they 
may reap the fame advantage, if they dare ven- I 

tnre their time and pains upon fitch credit. Why 
j fay fo much of the I) evil here, will appear 
hereafter, and I wijh all be not too little to 
convince fome obfmate Perfons • 1 mof hear - 

tily befeech Almighty God to accompany this 
attempt with his Blcjfing, which only can in - 
fpire it with a quickning Virtue, the great Soul v 
that animates all things : 7 hat thus it may fome 
way fubferve his Honor and the good of ma- 
ny and here Centering, I leat)e my jelf and 

this poor Performance , I trufi, in fafe Hands* 

. . * 

• > • 

f Ji » 1 . 1* » 
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Part I. 

£ on f fling of the lejfer Taffages of his LIFE . 

/ 

Shall very briefly mention fome Mat- 
ters of lefler Moment, to give the 
clearer Light to what I chiefly intend. 
The Receipt of great Mercies highly 
jaggravate Sins, and Sins refleded on, en~ 
jdear Divine Favour^ ^ and both compared 

and expofed to View, imprint a noble Idea 
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of the free and boundlefs Goodnels of tne 
blefled God, and a true Reprefentation of the 
vile Ingratitude of our bafe, hellifh Hearts. 
In Conformity to thefe Meafures, I’ll give 
fome fhort Specimens, by Way of Intiodm 
ftion, and weave in the reft _ occafionally, 
as they more naturally fall in with the 

Thread of the Difcourfe. 

I was born of pious and religious Pa- 
rents, who nurtured me in the Fear of 
God, and inftill’d holy Principles into me 
betimes, which had many kindly Eneas. 
God’s Mercy remarkably prevented me pe- 
, ./ <7>/ ..orifhing in the Birth. I came into the World 

f calamitous Seafon, but God protected 

A 4 ine,”~lWTie knew he ’"cherilh’d a Viper in. 

• His Bofom ^ one that would prove too much 
a Traytor to Him and His own belt Inter- 
eft. Thus admirably free was the Kind- 
nefs of my blefied Mafter in my Infant 
State, when I neither ask’d nor deferv’d his 

Ccirc# 

The fame good Hand of Providence at- 
tended me as I advanced in my tender Years. 

I was often very near Death, and after nar- 
rowly efcaped Drowning -, but God. fignal- 
ly interpofed, as He did afterwards in fome 
dangerous Falls that might have ended my 
Days, or made them very difconfolate. In 
this my early Age, Satan and his Inftru- 
ments began to play their Part, to ruine 
my Soul •, but God kept me from Defile- 
ment, when I thought not of my Danger. 
Not long after, God in his great Mercy 
begun with me, to convince me of Sin, 
ss I was reading Mv^AUyn’s Call to the . 
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||) Unconverted : His plain and ferious Method 
01 was let id home on my Heart, that it fill’d^f " 

? me with Pleafure, to think I was out of 
i Hell y the Torments of which he \iv » A 
defcrib’d. This was the firlt ferious, a- *f 
J wakening Impreflion that I remember I -aiffUS 0-offK 
1,11 felt •, for which I now heartily blefs God y f /> A f- /r //o rJ~ 
1 and tho’ I carelefly fufFer’d it to wear off'^ 7/ ,T 
s in great meafure, yet I verily believe, I - 
!Ji ne’er quite loll it. Thus did God counter- loi.tfll&l'fS 
to mine the Devil’s Defign betimes, and arm . a,f/sir\ 

' - gainft the Temptations that foon 



ie low’d. And it coll me very dear for not~ / "*"y — 
V« improving this ftrong Convi&ion, which I 

(■p/l <r\ A It V Q r-lll -4- /SAM 41 /4 4. A A. — T 1 T - is *1. £7 _ 1 i_. ^5 



teideiire all to confidery to excite Watchful ~ f 7*3 tf* 
wnefs y to cultivate all fuch blefled Motions y v</ i , 

nilTp^H" nou oc XT^i-rf 



litas they’ll find at length I did. r r*~ 

Kit None certainly live a few Years, but mult /Y/ U^S 
nipafs many Dangers y but fo ftupid are we „ 

’d for the molt part, that we either obferve ^ 1 «/ * 

T» 



_ . , „ , __ mu / t 

;£ fiacrifice to blind Fate, or Chance y which 
ea is worfe, if worfe can be : becaufe fuch fot- 
fljtilh Principles are the true caufe of our . 
yfnobfervancy and Forgetfulnefs. No won- 
der fuch as flint God out of their Thoughts, 
-jifhould be heedlefs and ’unthankful under 
all his Benefits, than which nothing cer- 
jtainly can be more bafe and brutilh y to 
^prevent which, is one reafon why I here 

A ff 11TA 4^ T T rrr rl * 4* Ir XX L? U 4-v^ r -r i ^ 1 X 



||)X / — J 

> e jregifter my own y to take Shame to my felf, 
excite my own Heart, and others to praife 



jjfl -- , - -- j- 

'and caution y for want of which I have 






jfufficiently fmarted. 
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While a School-Boy, fome bafe Tempta- 
tions offer’d in a Vice, which I fear reigns 
in fuch Places. To tell of fome Crimes, is 
to teach them, in the Opinion of many, 
which makes me but hint it. It s poffible 
Divines feldom touch upon it, and that out 
darkly, for fear of corrupting the Fancy : 
But private Admonitions are highly lequi- 
fite \ and fuch as have the Tutorage ot 
Youth, if they negled them, may one Day 
be found very deficient in their Duty. The 
Vice, by what I then obferved, may be very 
epidemick : dhe Conceit of its Haim el 
nefs, as it’s too apt to be reputed by heed- 
lefs Youth, and the Secrefie of Ading it, 
contribute to its Prevalency. Dark Inimu- 
ations are not liifficient to lay in againlt 
it ; but the Heinoufnefs of the Fact mult 
fo’ be difplay’d, as may deter, by a full 
Convidion. This at firlt amaz’d me •, but 
being frequently repeated, my _ Averlion 
gradually abated, till at length it tainte 
my Imagination, and became the Seminal y 
of fpeculative Wicked nefs in another kind j 
in kindling in my Bread Sparks of Impu- 
rity : And tho’ they burlt not forth, as 
in others, being coop’d up by Shame, and, 
the Rod of Confidence, yet they fmother'd 
too much within. For want of Confide- 
ration I attended not to Purity of Heart, 
bat Pharifee like, contented my fell in keep- 
ing the outfide of the Cup dean. 

This Want of Heart-W ork in Religion, 
is the true Caufe of the many foul Falls 
of Profeflors •, let all therefore take Warn- 
ing, tiiat delire to be lincere, and faith- 
■ a ■ ' fully 
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fully oppofe the Devices of Satan ; let 
them be fure to bar the Door of the 
Heart, and redouble their Guard, upon 
all Avenues leading to it if the Serpent 
wind in here, he pufhes the very Center 
of our Strength : God principally demands 
the Heart, and accepts of nothing with- 
out it. 

One Day, as I ventur'd to purfue an or- 
dinary Diverfion, on the Sabbath , I met 
with a grievous Mifchance upon which 
my Heart fmote me, feeing the Hand of 
God in my Punilhment. I ever made Con- / ' a/so u^as 
fcienee of Lying , and being examined, 1 • aiu’-ays ~ 
frankly confels’d my Fault, and what I caaJLc-t-tSc'f- 
thought , was the Occalion of the Difafter. ' 

I remember but two or three deliberate 'fo tfcn- 
Lies, that 1 was guilty of} one of which , ;anb 
was molt heinoufly aggravated, by lomr Kn 

peculiar Circumftances, thro’ the Preva- &/Lfi my dtu ~ 
lency of Fear : I acknowledge this to my 
own Shame, and God’s Glory j and as an Q<vtY-, fofct 
Occafion to blefs him for his reftraining \ //,^ 

Grace, keeping the Principles of my Edu- 
cation fo faft about me } like fo many - ~ r Lb' 
Weights, to prevent me quite breaking 
loofe into Extravagancies. 

But after all, thro’ Carelefnefs of the 
Occaiions of Sin, being full of Self-Confi- 
dence, I fell into Snares , and one Step 
prepared for another, till by degrees the 
Gap grew wider, to let in the wild Boar, 
to ravage and deftroy : God often flalh’d 
Terrors in my Face, in his providential 
Healings, but I faw not his Hand : Par- 
ticularly in reading Caley of Eternity, fqmg > 

' B~| Fap|f? 
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Paflages were fet fo home, as to roufe and 
terrifie me for a Seafon •, they fatten’d not 
fo powerfully, as to be a conftant Barrier, 
yet they did me great Service : Many wear 
out the Force of their Education, till it be- 
comes a Curfe to them, rendring their 
Guilt more notorious, provoking God to 
retire the farther •, and that it was not 
thus with me, is owing to a better Prin- 
ciple than my own. God gave me two re- 
markable Deliverances again which with 
all Gratitude and Humility, I mention to 
his Praife. Oh the vail Pity and Patience 
of a Holy God towards a provoking, help- 
lefs Worm ! What {hall I render to the 
Lord for all his Benefits conferred upon worth- 
lefs me, from Lime to Lime ? O let my Soul 
hlefs Lhee 0 and my Life praife Lhee , that 
have fo much dijhonour' d Lhee : ever face I 
hung on my Mother's Breafls , have I hung on 
Lhee •, Lhou art my God from my Another 7 s 
Belly *, let my Praife he continually of Lhee. 

As I advanced in Years, 1 met with more 
Trouble : God was pleas’d often to check 
me in the Conrfe of his Providence. A 
Diftemper threatned, which affe&ed me 
with a mighty Concern, ftill fearing the 
worft. I began now to refleQ: more fe- 
rioufly upon the Vanity and Uncertainty 
of all Things, but diftrufted too much his 
Providence •, fearing, inftead of relying and 
refigning ^ and yet tempted it, molt pre- 
fumptuouily, in other Cafes •, which ex- 
pofed me to many real Dangers, and need- 
lefs Fears. R efignation to the Will of God, 
is no lefs a Pfmieg^tHajtra Duty/a^e- 

'Very 
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rf yery one will find, that makes the blefled 
Attainment : ’Tis a begun Heaven in the 
tot Soul, and makes it calm, amidft all out- 
fi ward Storms } but he that repofes not his 
lit Truft and Confidence in God, mult owe 
;f very much to his Stupidity } if his Fears 
iol are not as boundlefs as his Fancy : He that 
3i fears not as he fhould •, is juftly punilh’d 
1 if he fear, where no Fear is. 
n All this while I kept clofe to publick 
i Worfhip, and fecret Duties, in which I 
in was conftant, tho’ too cold and formal, 
til efpecially upon every Lapfe, which I very 
It fenfibly obferved. I habituated my felf to 
’« ejaculatory P.r^er, with which I was much 
„ delightecl •, but found a Deadnefs on my . 

| Spirit, whenever I fell by any Ternpta- i 
tion, prefuming on the Strength of my 
(( j Refolutions feeking rather than avoiding 
( . Temptations, and tampering boldly, with 
{ the Occafions of Sin. This is tempting 
the Devil, to tempt us, and God to de- 
part, as to my Sorrow I found it } let o- 
. thers take Warning, lealt they pay dear 
for their Experience : Can a Man take 
Fire into his Bofom , and not he burnt ? Where 
j there’s Powder, Men fear a Spark. About 
I this Time Satan haunted me with hideous 
Injections ; but reading Dr. Sibbsd, Bruifed & •' 
i Feed, the Counfels of thaBToTy "Man were 
blefs’d for my Relief; and for the pre- 
fent, proved a Shield againfl: thofe fiery 
Darts ; but frefh Guilt difarm’d me, and 
gave the Enemy Advantages, which he im- 
proved to my Terror ; I rather compound- 
' ing, than refitting him ftedfaftly by Faith? 

P 4 ' I can’t 
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I can’t but here take notice of the Juftice 
of God, in permitting this kind of Punilh- 
ment, for my wretched Neglect of Watch- 
fulnefs, againft Temptations that often 
foil’d me : Since I kept not my Guard at 
the Poll of Duty ; ’twas juft with him to 
give me up to the Drudgery of fuch, as 
were foolifh ■ and vexatious. Let all thus 



harrafs’d, fearch their Hearts, and fee if 
fome unmortify’d Luft be not the Caufe 
of this Trouble which if they find, and 
facrifice, they may hope the Storm will 
foon blow over: In the mean while its 
better to fight, than fly to defpife, than 
fear } he tvrannwe th over ^ g Featful •, but 
fneakS"to the Brave”, ana Kelouite : Where 



Guilt is not at the Bottom, this Method 
fucceeds, by God’s Afliftance but that 
baffled me, in all my Attempts, and en- 
couraged him in his Onfets. 

The black Thoughts that purfued me, 
put me upon dangerous Diverfions •, I ftuck 
at few, that were not palpably grofs •, ftri- 
ving thereby to erafe thofe troublefome 
Idea’s that obtruded themfelves in Solitude 
upon me, if not well employ’d ^ which my 
Irregularities, much indifpofed me to : But 
when I refolved to take up my Reft in God, 
I found my Spirit freer, and devout Ex- 
ercifes comfortable : But, alas ! thro’ the 



Heat and Precipitancy of Youth, I broke 
loofe again, and my Troubles recurring, I 
ran upon any Project, I thought might 
turn the Stream of my uneafie Thoughts $, - 
and now I came fo near the Brink of the 
Precipice, that my Feet were flipping? and 
- ; h " nothing 
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nothing but God’s immediate Hand pre- 
vented my Fall and Ruine. 

O my inexcufable Folly ! to forfake the 
Fountain of Bleffednefs, for impure, Streams, 
and broken Citterns, after fuch repeated 
Trials, fucceflively of both ! Lord how low, 
how r very low, is thy fallen Creature funk ! 
Lord , what is wretched Man that thou art 
mindful of him , or the Son of Man that thou 
Jhouldfi regard him ! O ftrange Unworthi- 
nefs ! O amazing Condefcenfion, and Pa- 
tience ! God warn’d me now by the Death 
of many, how uncertain my Life was, nay, 
came clofer Hill •, fome Symptoms of the 
Malady that fwep away fo many, fatten'd 
upon me, and ttruck me into a mighty 
Confternation *, but , alas ! God removing 
fpeedily the Danger, Security crept upon 
me. I look’d to fecond Caufes 7 too little 
to the Hand that threaten’d, or deliver’d \ 
like a ttupid Wretch , unaffedted with 
Frowns or Kindnefles.' 

Let all thus tardy, clofely apply this to 
themfelves 7 let them know, they may as 
foon run from themfelves as their God - 7 
that nothing can befriend them, while he 
is their Enemy •, nor comfort, while he 
frowns : If they negledt his Favours, and 
Reproofs, they fhall feverely fmart for it, 
firft or lafb : Idle Excurlions, vain Diver- 
lions, or what’s worfe, may give a tempo- 
rary Relaxation 7 but if God intend them 
good, they’ll find their troubles recur wi K 
Force } as a Current darn’d up a while, 
ruflies with redoubled Violence, the Ob- 
ftpdtion once mafter’d. While you run 
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out of God’s Way, you fly the only Center 
of Reft and Safety ; and if in a finful Courfe 
you find fettled Eafe, and Pleafure •, at the 
long run, you’ll fee it one of the foreft 
judgments : The only fure Way to Peace, 
is, entirely to quit your Lulls. 

I muft do my felf this Juftice, (tho’ o- 
therwife, God knows, bad enough ) as to 
own, I allow’d not my felf in any evil 
Courfe } but upon every Fall, immediately 
reailumed Rcfolutions of Amendment : I 
obferved every Breach of my Integrity, 
made way for another, by which the Tem- 
pter had eafier Accefs to draw me afide: 
But the Mifery of all was, tho’ I pray’d 
. and ftrove too, yet the Prefumption of my 
own Strength, to grapple with Temptati- 
on, made me an eafie Prey to the roaring 
Lion. The frequent Experience of my 
Weaknefs, did not drive me out of my 
falfe Confidence : but I ftill refumed Hope 
and Courage, tho’ I put to Sea in a crazy 
Bottom : And this made my Obftinacy in- 
excu fable : My impure Heart caufed me to 
pray formally \ but as much as I drop’d 
fhort of Intention in that Duty, fo much I 
exceeded in Self-Dependance. Watchful- 
*■ nefs and holy Refolutions, are glorious 
Duties, and ftrengthen each the other, but 
fhould ever be done in the Strength of 
Chrift, and his holy Spirit. I had the No- 
tion, as many have, but not the Thing, 
* ' the pra&ical Senfe } for where that is, it 
breeds Caution, with refpeft to the Occa- 
fions of Sin. I’m perfwaded God fuffer’d 
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me to be baffled, to open my Eyes in this 
Point, but ftiil I would not fee. 

Let all therefore fufpeft themfelves in 
this Matter, it being a Difeafe fo natural : 
’Tis in the Belt, but reigns in the Worft •, 
and would to God, I was more clear of it. 
’Tis Arrange to fee fuch as do leaft, pre- 
fume they can do moft; and the moft ho- 
ly, humbly confefflng their Weaknefs : But 
the Wonder may ceafe, when we confider. 
Pride and Ignorance is the Root of all 
Self-Confidence. I ever found this fub- 
terfuge very prevalent, and a great Snare 
to me : via. that Faith and Repentance, 
would lick all whole again } this led me in- 
to the fad Circle of Sinning, and Repent- 
ing *, the which many run all their Days, 
till they tumble into the bottomlefs Pit : 
And ’twas God’s Mercy alone, prevented 
my fad Fate } which 1 defire to acknow- 
ledge with a thankful Heart. When I fay 
thefe Suppofitions embolden’d me to Sin, 
it mult be underltood, of the Strefs of a 
Temptation, not as the Hefult of my cool 
Thoughts j for my Handing Meafures of 
thefe Things were quite otherwife. 

Happy is the Man that pra&ically un- 
derftands thefe three blefled Duties *, of 
Watchfulnefs ; Prayer •, and x Dependance : 
Such a one will feldom be foil’d*, for God 
certainly will be found of one, that thus 
diligently feeks him, in his own Way. He 
that redoubles his Watch, may pray in 
Faith, to derive down Supplies, in every 
Exigency^ and in the Strength of them, 
expe& alfured Succefs, iince God will ful- 
" ' ~ ' ' ■ fii 
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fil his Promlfes. True Prayer, is the Voice 
of the real Defires of the Soul } the Man 
then that thinks his own Care fufficient, is 
like to have little of thefe ^ and will be too 
ready, if he fucceed, to facrifice to his own 
Net : If fuch a one then profper, God mult 
lofe his Glory, which he never did, nor will : 
We may guefs then at the Fate of fuch a 
Perfon, who ufually mifcarries in his At- 
tempts •, but if he reform outwardly, his 
Heart is little changed, but rather fwell’d 
with Pride. 

To be carelefs under the Pretence of 
Prayer, and Dependance, is to abufe our 
Pelves, and offer the greateft Indignity to 
God : Is it poflible to delire any thing ear- 
neftly, and fit ftill, without fuitable En- 
deavours ? The natural and ufual Method 
of Mens Procedure in this kind, demon- 
ftrates their Hypocrifie, and upbraids the 
Folly of their ffothful Pretences. We run 
naturally from Dangers, and embrace Op- 
portunities for great Advantages : We en- 
deavour in all thefe Cafes, as well as pray, 
and depend on God’s Providence. Work 
out your own Salvation , with Fear and Trem- 
blings for it is God which works in you to will 
and do of his good Plea fare. Watch and pray , 

is the Advice of our dear Lord and Matter : 

• 

He that watcheth not, can’t pray, but for- 
mally, and his Dependance is* meer Pre- 
fumption. Bad Men fail of making good 
their Refolutions for want of an inward 
Principle, and good Men too often, for 

want of Dependance, 

*&■ 
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Formality in Religion is our Ruine: 

Had I read the Holy Scriptures, with that 
Serioufnefs I Ihould, I had ne’er err’d 
fo fatally *, but better underftood thefe 
great Duties, their Grounds, and Relation, 
each to the other. He that really makes 
this Attainment, will find himfelf no mean 
Proficient. Erafmus tells us from his own 
Experience, 4 That there’s little Good to 
‘ be got, by reading the Scriptures curfo- 
4 rily and carelefly but he that exercifes 
4 himfelf therein constantly and confcio- 
4 nably, fhall find an Efficacy in them, as is 
4 not to be found in any other Book 
4 whatfoever. Obferve my Failings in 
thefe Points, and what my Folly coll me, 
as will appear hereafter. 

I Travell’d now abroad, where I efeaped 
many Dangers and in my Paffiage home, 
a very remarkable one : In the midft of 
t he Storm, I form’d a Refolution, ne’er to - - . - --- 

forget theMercy, if God would fpare me - , af sea . 

but I loon bafely forgot it, and ne’er fo-"~ — — 

lemnly remember’d it, till God awaken’d 
me by his Judgments : I pray God lay not 
this Sin to my Charge : O the amazing 
Goodnefs of God ! and the vile Ingratitude 
of my hai'd Heart ! I had not been here 
long, but I fell into Apprehenfions my Bo- 
dy was in a declining Condition •, and the 
Danger my Soul was in, then naturally 
fell under Confideration : The Anxiety of 
thefe forebodings, brought me low, and 
made me very ferious : Then God brought 
to my Mind, the good Counfels I had flight- 
ed, my Obftinacy and Forgetfulnefs of him. 
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and my belt Intereft; I was now fully 
convinced of the Vanity of the World, 
and the foolifh Projefts I had fet my Heart 
upon } I was at the old Game of lair Pro- 
mifes, and good Refolutions, if 1 recover’d ; 
tho’ God knows, they proved too much like 
his, that vowed a Taper as big as the 
Mall in the Tempelt, to the Virgin Mary y 
but when a-lhoar, put her off with a Rufh- 
light. 

Confider this ye that forget God , and your 
felves ’j your own Promifes, and his Deli- 
verances : remember the Vows made in 
your Diftrefs : Vow and fay unto the Lord j 
for he has no Tleafure in Fools. Obferve 
what this piece of Forgetfulnefs coll me, 
when God brought me to a clofe Reckon- 
ing, as he will you, fooner or later : The 
keener your Defires, the ftronger your 
Vows % and the fweeter were your Mercies, 
^ v. ,, the more fiercely will your Confidences one 
<* ' *V'» day fting you, with Reproach, when he~a- 

wakens them \ and the longer he forbears 
you, the more feverely will he handle you : 
Bethink your felves therefore betimes, and 
prevent the Storm. 

The firfh time I was prefis'd hard with 
Trouble of Mind, was a little before I left 
England : That which brought me to Ex- 
tremity, was this Expreffion of a Friend : 
viz.. That we no where read in Scripture, of 
any that fell into the fame Sin, after they had 
truly repented of it : God ftrangely fet in 
with it, to humble me, and after much 
Struggling I got over it. I have often 
thought this Advice might have been fpa- 

red, 
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r! red, at fuch a Juncture, when I was low 
s' enough, and needed rather Support, than 
! Severities to dejea me } but God was wife, 
, and good in permitting it, and carrying me’ 
| thro’ the Terrors that follow’d •, both, I 
' hope, did me Service, tho’ 1 made not the 
' ! Ufe of them I might and ought. 

The Obfervation I think is true, and let 
™ fuch as make a Trade of prefumptuoufly Sin- 
ning and Repenting, apply it to themfelves: 
I* Such as wilfully and habitually, keep up 
K that Cuftom, ne’er ^repented in earneft j 
e: and if they go on Jetting, they’ll fhortly 
m meet with fomething that will put them 
in patt trifling : But let no honeft Heart, that 
® may fall in an Hour of Temptation, mif- 
ioi apply it : ’Tis a ufeful Conlideration, to 
H keep any from Falling but by no Means 
Id to drive them from their only Remedy: 
as No doubt Inftances might be given of fuch 
oi as have fallen into the fame Sin, after Re- 
u pentance } however, that which drives from 
ur Chritt, Duty and Safety, mutt be a Tem- 
3 ii ptation from the Devil. In Storms of this 
ni kind, it’s fafer to take up with prefent E- 
vidences, than puzzle our Heads with what’s 
id patt and doubtful in fo cloudy a Seafon j 
e jj beware now of too batty and fevere Con- 
i clu lions. 

d: I fell now into Temptations about the 

of ampardonable Sin, back’d with fome terri- 
a j ble Expreflions in Scripture : Thefe harrafs’d 
ji my Thoughts exceedingly, and left me 
oj no Hole to creep out at, to eafe the An- 
jj guifh of my Mind. I kept all to my felf, 
j, gave no Vent to my Diftrefs, by imparting 
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my Cafe to any } which naturally gives fome 
Eafe, and is certainly a great Duty } a 
* means God often owns, by Blcffing it with 
Succefs : Woe be to him that is alone in 
this State : it has been the Ruin of many, 
who have been overborn for want of fe- 
conds. Let none therefore make light of 
this Warning, and prefume they can grap- 
ple alone with Temptation. The ridicu- 
• lous, ftrange, horrid appearance of fome 
Suggeftions, makes many alhamed or afraid 
to expofe them, leafb they Ihould them- 
felves : but let £uch confider, that’s many 
times the ftrongelt part of the Temptation 
which often vanilh.es upon a difclofure, at 
**lealt, is moderated : ne’er fear manifefting 
the Attempts of the Devil and honoring 
God by n hng proper means : impart all to 
an able Minifter, or fome pious, faithful 
m Friend, and that without delay, before the 
Temptation fallen. The Rule holds uni- 
verfally, in all forts of Temptations : to 
*♦ difclofe them, is in part to weaken them 
to fupprefs them, is to redouble their 
i Strength, our Sufferings, and Danger. 

' What relieved me in great meafure, was 
A. Bilhop Tillotfons Opinion about the Sin 
againlt the Holy Ghoft : viz., that it was 
only committable in our Saviour’s time, 
when the Pharifees afcrib’d what was done 
by the Spirit of God, to Beelzebub, out of 
pure Malice to our Saviour : but be that as 
it will, ’tis clear, tho’ it feem a Paradox, 
| { -£\ that Man that fears he has committed this 
Sin, has no juft reafon to fear he has : be- 
caufe the Corarailfion of it is ever accom- 
panied 
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to. P ametl with Malignity, and Obduracy ; with 
i tl J: Hatredof God and Goodnels,withoutany dif- 
b P ol ' tioi b or concern to return to Duty,’ and 
mi. f eek Reconciliation. The Texts that trou- 
hied me, as leaving no room for Repen- * 

, tance, feem to refer to final Apoltacy, 

"J where the lame Hardnefs and Averfion is 
I ever concomitant : He therefore that de- 
• c! fi res to return to God, after his vymidrinT * f 
® hSs~noTTealon to pals this heavy doom 
7 againft himfelf} but may be allured his 
® Lord and Mailer is as ready to receive 0 * 
1 him, as he is to come to him, in all his 
® appointed means : He that comes to me, 1 " 
re, will in no wife cafi out , fays the Mouth of 
effii Truth it felf. Awaken’d Spirits raife {j 
ori Scruples, where he makes none, and o- 
all: ver ad the part of fcrupolofity, as be- 
ittj fore they did that of carnal Security^ and Un- 
e i belief has too great a lhare in both : The Whole 
I have no need of the Phyfcian , but the Sick j 
:t Chrilt came not to fave the Pharifaic 
iei Righteous, but Sinners : jlo 11 in themfelves ; 

:hd t hat value a Saviour : and the greatefl % 
are weTcSmeflf Tut ’Penitent and Believ- 
wj Men make nothing of Sin, while 

Si under the Power of it, but once rouzed, 
wi and convinced, they as readily think it 
UK unpardonably great-, and’tis Satan’s great 
on Artifice to let us fee no Sin, or all Sin ; * 

: d to ruin by Preemption, or Defpair : And 
■ i ftrangely furprizing and amazing is it, to 
m pafs from a State of Infenfibility, to feel 
g the load of infupportable Guilt. The on- 
ly way in this dreadful prelfmg Cafe, is , 

J to look up to the true Brazen Serpent, Je- 
I ” C Pus, 
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fris, the Bleffed Son of God, who has more . ,j 
tdeas’d him , than we. or the whole World ;s 
feve provok’d him: A Reflexion that t 

mav edve us fome glympfe of Hope, m t 

^ depths of our DiftreiTes. 

After this was a little over, other black j 
Scenes prefented themfelves} whole { 

fwarms of Idle Fanfies , like the Plagues | 

of r oveTn Tfpdn m e ,a n d Flie-blow d , , 

all my Sacrifices. Thefe difeouraged me j 

from holy Duties •, miferably diftrafted me j 

in them •, often made me hurry them o- j 

ver •, cut them Ihort \ or make Hands in j 

the mid ft of them. Thus my Prayers be- 
came formal and Pi'aife in a marinci ceaf- a 

ed : When I had any freedom, the fenfe j 

of my Dili raft ions, redoubled my ardency : v 

At length Reading, that had diverted me, a 

as thefe prevail’d, grew burthenfome, fo j 

delifting, my diftempei'’d Imagination made B 

me weary of my Life ^ Study and Recrea- 
tions, having loft all their power to di- 
vert . In this fad State I palled many 
Months with little Profit, or Pleafure* 
fearful Idea’s being imprefled on my Mind, 

, by the reiteration of thefe undulations of 
a rampant” Taney : They devour’d that 

intention of Mind, which Ihould have been i 
employed in matters of my Duty, and Sta- 
tion, The Devil, my Corruptions, and pa- 
nick Fears, getting this Afcendant God 
iiTefcIfiill'y fupported me, and kept me from 
the lad Effefts, that often follow. And 
what Hill makes it a greater wonder ofMer- 
cy, I ran farther from him •, who here- 
in had gracious Defigns of bringing me 

• " nearer ; 



that tumbles for 
aj eafe by change ot Pofture, I roll’d from one 
3 p! ^nity to another, but ftill car r y d with 
1 me my Diftemper : God hedg’d up my 
rU way thus, to reduce me from my Wan- 
i brings, and I, inftead of compliance, was 
)|j, driving to find new By-paths to run from 
j)| him : The Center of Reft offer’d to be my 
J repofe, but I ftill follow’d my own Inven- 
1 tions. I fhall give fome Specimens of thefe 
... Antick Panfies, to warn others, tho’ I ex- 
,.1 P 0 he my felf ; that they may refift them in 
, time before they get head. -J - 

1 Thefe Whimfies multiply by reception,’ 

; j and over-flow all, if the firft Breach in 
. the Bank be not made up quickly: 

J Yielding invites them ; Oppofition, or ♦ 

1 flighting them, drives them away : Re- 
| pentance, Prayer, Reformation of what’s 
f amifs, is a Difcipline that will tare up by /.£. 

the Roots thefe Tares j without which 
t0i other attempts may prove fruitlefs. The 
® means of Health, Diverfions innocent and 
i“ ! feafonable, have their life : but without the 
k former, will not do in many cafes : For 
as however temper of Body, Education, Crof- 
I fes, and many other accidents, may render 
tl this State complicate % yet fad Experience // * 

$ has taught me, if Satan do not work them, 
i\ yet he works upon them , and improves 
(] them to his mifchievous Defigns. As our 
r ii Sins give him Advantages, ’twill be our 
A fureft courfe to quit what we can, the Foun- 
!t dation he builds on. This Cafe, tho’ fome- 
if times founded in meer Melancholy, yet ,}J 
I perfuaded it often proceeds from ano- 
it C 2 fher 

..... m4 t 
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nearer: Like a flick Man 
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tlier Caufe entirely, and when ’tis purely 
Natural in its fir 11: Caufe •, I believe 1 
rarely, if ever, finifhes its Courfe, without 

a mixture of Temptation. 

I know the learned Speculatift, will here 
it * drop a fmile, and pretend wondrous Pity 
to a Man under the Power of the Flatu s 3 _ 
and cenfure thefe Sentiments, as meer De- 
lufions *, let fuch know, I have a truer com- 
panion for them, and with they may ne er 
have thofe feeling Reafons I had, to alter 
their Opinion*, fome of which they may 
meet with a little farther, if they dare take 
’em at fecond hand \ the cheapeft, tho not 
the furelt method of Information. I ihall 
therefore difcufs this matter no further 
here, but referve it for a proper place, 
where this, and much more will come un- 
der confideration, if fuch pofitive Gentle- 
men can a while fufpend their Judgments. 
To mention a few of thofe ridiculous Fan- 
fies that troubled me, which make up a 
Myftery of Folly and Iniquity. _ 

Signs and Omens crouded in at every 
Senfe : Whatever Superftition had rank d 
in the number of portentous fignifications, 
ftrangely affected me: The Tradition ot 
Ignorant People, that make Dreams Ora- 
cular *, Bats and Owls Prophets } Crows 
and Ravens, portentive of a Carcafs fal- 
ling : The howling of Dogs, or digging 
Holes in the Ground, as Signs of Death: 
A poor Worm in the Wood of a Bench, 
or Wall, mult be a Death-Watch, that clicks 
diffolution, with as much evidence as aPaf- 
" g-Bell: The meer Waking Excutfions 
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^ of Fancy, muft be reputed fuper natural 
Irapreffions, foreboding fome doleful Oc- 
^ currence. As tho’ thefe were not enough 
. to harrafs and con fume the natural Spirits, 
by continual Agitations, Fancy began to 
IS I Work without a handle, and mimick 
™ Voices in the Air, ar \d Characters upo n. + 

* almoft every thing ; exprefling fad difaff 
ri ters, difmal matters relating to Soul or 
r J Body, or both ; the more to Torment : 
h So that no Galley-Slave was ever handled 
P worfe, than thefe wild Imaginations did 
HI me; ever more or lefs obtruding .them- 
in'! felves upon my Belief, which gave Life to 
H all. But 1 loft too much time in poring 
lit on thefe black Follies, to fpend any more 
pt in defcribing them. I had pafs’d by all 
it this in filence, but for aDefign of Warning 
ei and Relieving others under the fame cir- 
ot cumftances. Particulars are often moft In- 
;f ftruftive, and a parity of cafes may af-* 
i[ ford fome help, to fuch as think their’s 
lingular, and are fliy of calling in any Se-r 
it conds to the Combat *, ’tis for the fake of 
;ji fuch, I venture to provoke the Sneer of 
if Mechanifts •, who can falve every thing by 
)j Matter and Motion, and account fo,for trou- 

0 ble of Confcience, and Satan’s Temptations. 

„ ’Tis eafy to defie the Winds and Waves $ * * 
j| a Shoar } and talk of Bravery in a Battle, in 
J a Chimney Corner : Cowards and Sneaks- 
\ by’s, can do this it may he more empha- 
, tically, than the Bold and Brave : But fuch 
t as have been forely Wounded, know the 

1 Terrors of thefe Adventures *, and carry 
1 the remembrance of them to their Graves, 

■ ■ — ‘ • G | : Men 
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Men of Vegete, Athletick Confutations •, 
whofe Confciences are as brawny as their 
Flelh and Mufcles, laugh at thefe things : 
But when God in his Providence, by Se- 
vere Afflictions, &c. permits an alteration 
in the Temperament of their Bodies ; or 
lets loofe the Devil to haunt them, with 
his frightful Suggeftions •, or awakens their 
guilty Confciences ; they change their 
Note; mope in a Corner ; and fear to lye 
alone ; their Reafon, Refolutions, and lit- 
tle Antidotes, all fail. 1 took my turn 
of laughing at others, I now heartily Corn- 
pafiionate ; I reafon’d and refolv’d againlt 

• Chimera’s, but notwithftanding, the Stream 
bore me down , and made me fear, after 

_J.\ had rally’d all my Forces. 

I conclude this Topick with Caution to 
the Fearlefs and Cenforious ; to the Deje- 
cted and Timorous. Let the former i'e- 
member the flippery Ground they Hand 
on ; let fuch as ftand take heed left they 
fall ; what help or pity can the Proud and 
Pitilefs hope for in Diftrefs ? Let the 
Fearful and Tempted, fly all refuges 

• of Lyes, and put_ their T ruft alone in God, 
in the regular Ufe of m&ans ^Tet them 
fearch their Hearts, try their State, whe- 
ther Guilt, Impenitence, and Unbelief, be 
not at the bottom of all, more than Di- 
ftemperature of Body: All other means 
have been found ineffectual, when this 
Worm has been found gnawing at the 
Root of Peace. Innocent People, I mean 
comparatively, have fallen into this Con- 
ditio n by fjjffufioa of Melancholy, I readi- 
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ly grant*, but then a little Phyftck re- 
moves it: Where the cafe is Stubborn, 

and eludes the force of long Attempts of 
this kind, the Caufe may be fufpe&ed to 
lie deeper. Had I taken the Advice I 
give, Fm confident I had been fuccefsful *, 
but Guilt made me fear Dying, and fo eve- 
ry thing. 

Take heed how you give way to Sin, 
and diihonor God, by liftening to Super- 
ftitious Fears: Your Breath and Souls 




are only in his H and;, Fear and Jrru ft him 
alone, ancTdefie the JQeyii- Fight a-while l L 
ancrFc wiTT Succour you, and make you ^ 
ample amends for bearing the brunt of 
the Conflict •, for your Love and Loyal- 
ty to him. See if you have not walk’d in -** 
the Vanity of your Minds*, taken too great 
liberty to indulge the Idle frisks of a lux- 
uriant Fancy *, or defiled your Souls by 
afting fomething finful in the dark Cham- 
bers • of Imagery : Confider whether you 
may not read your Faults in your Punifh- 
ment. If any thing of this appear, Cen- 
fure and Humble your felves under his 
Hand, that he may exalt you in due time ; 
as infallibly he will, if you are faithful to 
Him, and your Selves. 

To be kept in Bondage by thefe vain 
Fears, is llavery, more fuitable to the 
ftate of a dark Heathen, than an enlight- 
ned Chriftian. ’Tis to Worlhip the Ec- 
choes of Fancy *, and cringe to cruel I- 
dols of our own making y tis to ftand in 
awe of what’s worfe than nothing to de- 
ny God his Fear, and Soveraignty j ’tis a 
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piece of fealty to the Devil. God for- 
give me my Sin and Folly •, whofe Juftice. 
I acknowledge in fuffering me to be tofs’d 
from Wave to Wave of this kind ^ and that 
Faculty to prove the Inftrument of my 
Torment, that I had let rove at all Ad- 
ventures, into endlefs maxes of Vanity. 

I ran at this time, into Company I thought 
would divert me : And being warn’d by 
a faithful Friend, of the danger I was in, 
from a particular choice 1 made the 
good Counfel was neglected. Thefe ve- 
ry Perfons drew me into a promifcuous 
Converfation, which brought our Purity 
and Reputation into great hazard } and 
’twas folely owing to God’s Providence, not 
at all to our Prudence, both were not loft. 
I mention this to reflect Honor, on the 
preventing Goodnefs of a Merciful God \ 
to take fhame to my felf, and deter o- 
thers from making light of the kind Ad- 
monitions of their Pious and Experien- 
ced Friends j a thing too common, but 
very fatal •, and a wonder of Mercy it is, 
it proved not fo to me. Be the more 
cautious here, as their Authority is the 
greater over you \ whofe Advices carry 
the force of a Command with them : To 
reject fuch, is to add Difobedience to 
Folly } and ufually it is as feverely Pu~ 
nifh’d in the courfe of God’s Providence : 
There are fad Precedents, enough to a- 
larm any that are not perfect Strangers 

to Confideration. . • ■ • ' 
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The Plague certainly is not more Con- 
tagious, than 111 Company •, it’s Poyron 
infenfibly, fo the more Purely infinuates 
it felf : Befides this natural difpofition, to 
fuck in the Breath of corrupt Society, God 
often judicially withdraws from fuch, as 
make thefe bold Adventures, to Chaftife 
their Prefumption: Thus they lofe the 
good Principles they had, being over-pow- 
er’d by the prevalency of thofe ill difpo- 
fitions, that at firfl: feduc’d them, to take 
pleafure in fuch polluting Communications. 

He that lofes_his eood Name, will lofe his 
capacity o f doin g goodJ^lil^^xLd^ and 
he that’s unconcern’d in that point, is ea- 
ten up of brutilh Self: He that Alfoci- 
ates himfelf with Wicked Men, will lofe 
his Reputation, if not his Innocency: He 
that walks with Wife Men, ft all be Wife but Pmv. 
a Companion of Fools fall be defrayed. How 
vain is it then to pretend to Purity in Vi- 
cious Company ? Or to Reform, till fuch 
Impediments are quitted? Till this Rule 
be obferved. Men are not good in earneft 
nor are fuch as are Bad, really difpofed to 
forfake their Evil Courles, whatever they 
promife others or themfelves. 

’Tis ulual for Young People, of both 
Sexes, to Aflociate for Frolick and Merri- 
ment •, they may be Innocent in their firfl: 
Deligns, but can’t allure themfelves their 
Practices fhall conclude fo. Intimacy breeds 
Familiarity, till wanton Dalliances com- 
mence, which often .end fadly } efpecially 
where but Two Perfons engage, privacy 
giving nerves to the Temptation. I fell 
■ ' ^ * 7 ^ - ’ • ■ “ Into 
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into tlie Snare in much Company, and God 
ftrangely kept me untainted, even as to my 
Thoughts *, whofe Goodnefs I defire to 
look back upon with wonder, and at my 
own Folly ; who never faw my Danger 
till I had paft it. Dread thefe Projects, as 
you would taking Fire into your Bofoms ; 
if you are not Confumed thus, yet you may 
be Scorch’d : I was loth to take this Ad- 
vice on trull, but wilh’d molt paffionately 
fince, I had *, when in after Adventures, I 
expos’d my felf too boldly in the fame 
way. 

Abftaining from all appearance of Evil, 
and following things of good Report, are A- 
poftolical Injunctions *, little comporting with 
thefe kind of Pra&ices. And fuch as plead 
for, or allow them, would be hard put to 
it, to comment fairly on theft, and many 
more Texts in Scripture. Job made a Co- 
venant with his Eyes, againft all roving 
Looks of this kind : How tardy then mult 
fuch needs be, who throw open all avenues 
of the Senfes, to tranfmit Poylon to the 
Soul ? Theft Aflignations, or what elfe you 
call them, of this Tendency, are juftly cen- 
fur’d by the Verdift of all fober Judgments : 
And were not the thing limply difallow’d 
of in the determination of the belt, yet the 
ill conftquences more or lefs in theft ’ Ca- 
fes render them very Criminal. 

How many engage their own, and others 
AfFeftions, by theft ralh Intimacies, to the 
Prejudice, if not the Ruin, of one, or both ? 
Frothy Difcourft, Vanity and Flattery, is 
ufually the Life of the Converfationuif not 
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much worfe .* Much pi'ecious Time is fpent,' 
and difpofitions wrought for the lofs of 
more, till a Habit of Idlenefs and vainFro- 
licks, confummate the Mifchief : Thus all 
ferious Thoughts and Defires languifii, the 
Affections grow loofe and carnal, difre- 
liihing God, and Spiritual ObjeCts : This is 
generally the bell of thefe Gonverfes. ’Tis 
very difficult to keep the Imagination and 
Heart undefiled, and great Impurities have 
follow’d *, this is the natural courfe of thefe 
Adventures, and when otherwife, it’s ow- 
ing to God’s Care, not our own •, and we 
have no reafon to expect fuch Meixiful Pre- 
ventions in our Rambles but the contrary, 
to be given up to the fvvinge of our Corru- 
ptions : Which, as it ffiould teach us to a- 
dore the condefcentions of a gracious God 
in his Interpofitions , fo to admire our 
own Folly, in venturing to undo our felves, 
and provoke fo kind a Mailer. 

The fenfe of my own Danger, and God’s 
Goodnefs, in Steering me over thefe Sands, 
has engag’d me to fay the more on this Sub- 
ject : And fuch as will not be advis’d, but 
frame Excufes, will one time or other have 
their Eyes opened by their own Experience. 
If any demand a Latitude to confult the 
Tempers, and agreeablenefs of Perfons by 
thefe Familiarities, in order to Marriage : 
If this be a real Plea } what has been laid, 
was ne’er intended againft it$ If meer ffiift 
and pretence, as many times it is } it’s a 
ftrong Temptation ; and as the Hypocriti- 
cal pretext redoubles the Guilt ; fo it may 
, ... _ T ... ■ Jhe 
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the Punilhment, in a judiciary way, one 
time or other. 

Others are ready to Reply: We have 
no propenfity to Lewdnefs *, our Conftitu- 
tions, or the regular Difcipline we are ha- 
bituated to, put us out of danger. Neither 
Natural Difpofitions, nor Moral Attain- 
ments, can fecnrfe 4 us, out of the Path of 
Duty: Thefe alor.e do not render us ab- 
folutely fafe at any time •, much lefs in our 
Wandrings, as many have found to their 
Coft at laft •, who ftood, it may be, fome 
Ihocks of Temptation ; and thought them- 
felves out of Danger •, meafuring their Sta- 
bility by what is pafs’d, or prefent. He 
that truly loves Purity, avoids the Occafi- 
ons of Sin, as he would all approaches to 
Infectious Places : God’s Grace alone is our 

a 

Security, which we forfeit, while we tempt 
his Providence : Whatever have been our 
paft Succeffes, which may render us fearlefs, 
the critical Minute may come, we may live 
to Repent of all our Days : Such Allega- 
tions have I met with, very angerly main- 
tain’d. 

Some time before I made thefe Excurfi- 
ons *, God was pleafedto bring me into fuch 
Diftrefs, that I apprehended my felf near 
Death: Then did the Vanity of the World 
appear to me, in lively Colours % and the 
Excellency of being Ufeful, and glorifying 
God. Thefe Thoughts made deep Impref- 
fion upon me, and convinc’d me fully of my 
Folly, in Ihunning good Employ: But, 
alas ! all foon wore off, as the Cloud dif- 
pets’d i and I by no means lived up to the 
f . - • - ? - — fenfe 
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3 ?i lenfe I had of Things, in the Day of Vi- 
iitation. Let fuch as never were under a- 
e ‘ ny prefling Circumftances of this kind, 
^ know afTuredly, they’ll think very differently 
from what they do in a time of Eafe and 
Safety ; let them then endeavour to do that 
At Serioufly and Rationally, that a dark ferious 
Hour will put them upon, and make them 
ffi with they had done footer. And let fuch 
in as have had thefe Warnings, and negled 
5 { them 5 confider their Danger : They mult 
,f expeft lharper Methods, as I found to my 
tl Aftonilhment \ or if God let them alone 
;irl without a Jog -, the Day is coming he will 
reckon with them once for all \ the lllue 
3fi of which will be molt deplorable, 
he About this time, God was pleas’d to 
i; fnatch away an intimate Friend, by a fud- 
ta den Stroke-. He gave me excellent Advice, 

U and a particular charge to quit the Com- 
jj pany I kept j and forbear, especially, thole 
I, dangerbus Aflignations I engag’d in-, for 
| ( j whatever I might pretend, ’twould prove 
but frivolous. He fet a high Value on the 
Miniftry he had defpifed, which indeed de- 
Jr ferves a peculiar Honor, as one of the molt 
(j glorious Employs under Heaven. A little 
J( after, I loft another excellent Friend, who 
j Seal’d this Ihort and Solemn Advice to me, 
ji with his dying Breath \ via. That what- • 
• ever I negledted, I Ihould be fure to keep 
, clofe to God : Thefe ferious Admonitions 
made ftrong Impreflions upon me at firft, 

: but gradually leflen’d, till in a manner I 

I quite forgot them which negligence 
brought a terrible Storm upon me at length, 

that 
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thatalmoft confumed me.I wifhall under fuch 
Warnings, would look upon them as the 
Voice of God} conjuring them to Amend 
and be Serious •, for certainly ’tis no lefs at 
fuch Seafons, tho’ Men be the Inftruments 
and Organs: The Obligation to Obfer- 
vance will be found as ftrong one Day, and 
the Punifhment of the Negled as fevere } 
befides the Contempt call upon the Serious 
Pathetic Exhortations of a dying Friend : 
Some are fcrupulous to a nicety, about ful- 
filling the Will of the Dead •, as to juft 
diftributions of Effeds left to their difpofe } 
and many matters of far lefs concern : 
’Twere to be wilh’d all would be as Con- 
fcientious in Receiving and Obierving the 
dying Counfels of their Friends-, which 
lay as juft a claim to their Regard, as any 
thing. Their affedionate Concern for their 
true Intereft, can’t be doubted of} and 
they form then The trueft Judgments of 
things. To refill aU this, indicates V moft 
Brutifh Folly and Ingratitude } and firft 
or laft, will meet with a fuitable Retri- 
bution. 

Don’t halve the matter aaid think you 
take Advice, when you comply fomewhat, 
as I did nor prefume too much of your 
future Steddinefs, by the Cogency of the 
firft Imprefs, which deceives many : But 
beg of God to fet it home upon your Hearts, 
and revive it in his Providence, when it 
decays : and often ferioully refled upon it, 
till it warm your AlFedions, and rouze 
you up to a conformity. The want of this 
proved very pernicious to me, tho 1 occafi- 
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onpd not fo much by Diverlions, as black 
Thoughts, Mid diverted me from profita- t at 
ble Sefioufnefs ; and did me incredible 
Mifchief; though God over-ruled .them 
at the long run, ftrangely to my Advan- 
tage, nothing being impoffible to him. 

Thus dropping my Watch, I afFe&ed my 
old Companions ; and God fuffered them to 
attempt even to poifon my natural Affecti- 
ons in fome particulars ; for my unnatural, 
negledt, of the Advice of my Friends : and 
tho’ they fucceeded not, yet at lalt they 
feduced me, to fee a Play, and led me in- 
to other Temptations ; but God kept: me. 

I had an Awe before upon me, and fear’d 
it as forbidden Fruit ; but thus unhappily 
enter’d *, I foon found the way thither my 
Self. By thefe Methods I greatly provok’d 
God, which encreas’d horrors of Conlci- 
ence ; and thefe again prepared me - for 
new Attempts, to divert thefe Agonies : 
and this fad Circulation muft have ended 
dreadfully, had not God been fuperabun, 
dantly Merciful to me. Here lay the Mi- 
fery of my Miftake ; I thought to get rid 
of my Fears and Fancies, by run ning from 
God ; which was only to be effefted by 
running to him : a molt fatal and com- 
mon Error. Let others grow Wife by 
my Folly, and keep their Standing by my 
Falls. 

I endeavour’d all I could, to lhake off 
thofe troublefome Clients, that hitherto 
molefted me. I tri’d variety of Compa- 
ny, and went now and then to Plays ; but 
all to no purpofe; all prov’d but like a 

Dole 
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Dofe of Opium, that ftupifies the Faculties 
a while, but removes not th^'Caufe of the 
Diltemper *, fo after a lhort Truce of Drow- 
iinefs, the Lion rouzed with more fierce- 
nefs to the On-fet : nay, many times I 

felt his Claws, when I thought myfelfout 
of his reach *, amidlt thefe petty Diverfi- 
ons. Let others, who for want of Experi- 
ence, entertain a fond Opinion of thefe 
treacherous Expedients, take heed how they 
trull to fuch broken Reeds, as not only 
fail them, while they lean upon them, but 
pierce them thro’ with new Sorrows. By 
thefe Methods the Seeds of Goodnefs begait 
to languifh within me \ and I grew foon 
into a neglect of Ordinances : Part of the 
Lords-day I fpent in Reading a Sermon 
at home •, an ordinary cultom, I fear, with 
many •, but very pernicious : For the Man 
that calls Contempt upon an Ordinance 
God has Inftituted, can’t rationally expect a 
Blefling in private } while humor, not ne- 
celfity, makes him abfent himfelf, from 
Honoring God, by joining in the Publick 
Service of his Church. Men give them- 
felvesan eafy Difpenfation while God calls 
for Order and Subjection •, and they fare ac- 
cordingly: Were that true, none can be 
fure of, tho’ they found their Excufes up- 
on it, viz., that they can read a better Ser- 
mon at home, than they {hall hear at Church ; 
1 fay, were they moi’ally fure of this j 
yet it’s no Apology : For Ihould all run a- 
way with this Whim, as there’s the fame 
Reafon for it ; What mult become of the 
Publick Worfhip of God? moft accepta- 
ble 
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b le to him ; w ho Loves the Gates of Zion 
more, torn all the Dwellings of Jacob, Pfal. 87 .’ 
' Vmu vts fomor : the United Prayers 

Pe0plC) whcn tLir 
heaus and Hands are jointly lifted U p 

gether ; as the one are more prevalent ; 

10 the other, prove a more grateful Sa- 

cnijce ; as they more glorifie him. God’s 

Sf ■ “ s 11 the Life of our Spiritual as 
,1 as Temporal Succefles : and he can 

m-nfff m me3 , n Difcourfe in pnblick, more 
pi ofi table, when I attend out of fenfe of 

’ n- - il0pe and de P en dance j than 
the belt m Private, when I’m out of the way 

, V s Bleffing, and don't eye his An- 
thorny. We have this Treafure in Ear- 
then \ eflels, that the Power may appear 
to be of God: He that depends only up- 
on means, tho’ regular, will find himfelf 
flliltaken ^ much more will he that’s irre- 
gular in his Choice and Dependancy both : 
-Let all therefore repute Suggeftions of 
this nature, as Snares and Temptations. 

Ir they 11 trace thefe pretences home, they’ll 
Hr Lazinefs, or a fecret loathing of the 
Word of God, at the bottom of them - 
and no wonder the full Soul loaths the 
Honey-comb 5 and fuch as have loft their 
Appetite, play with their Meat: I have 
laid the more, becaufe I think this, tho’ a 
common, yet no fmall Fault. 

I loft ground by this Pradice, tho’ I 
ne’er dar’d to Prophane any part of that 
holy Day ; no, not at my worft ftate. 
Here the Principles of my Education ftuck 
dole to me, and did me great Service. 

D Let 
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Let this Succefs encourage all that have 
Young ones under their Charge, induftri- 
oufly to inlay them with good Principles 
betimes. Spiritual, fearching Difcourfes, 

I did not fo much favor, as meer Moral 
Doftrines*, tho’ God knows too Immoial 
my felf : The fond hopes I conceived of the 
Strength of my good Refolutions, render’d 
them grateful. Seneca's Morals, V Strange's 
Comment on I doted on ; and 

read them on the LordVDay, with won- 
drous delight. Reading one Day, a Book 
Dr . Lucas. ~ Entitled^ Religious Perfection, treating of 

the Love of God ; and fetting the Mark 
UfiC fn-yw*of it too high, for my reach, it alarm’d 



Do&rine ftoop to my Corruptions, by 
fuppofing the Author carry’d the matter 
too high } that fuch. Exprefiions did not 
fo much relate to the EfFence, as the Per- 
fection of Love: and little or none of 
that Sacred Ambition being in my Heart, 
foon baffled the Suggeftion.y Thejainu 
n v-ff v* J Ever la (tin? Reft frighted me fo much in 

***** Re^E^aTeW' Pages, that I threw it by, 

not caring to meddle with it after, till I 
came to my felf a piece of Folly, I have 
heard others were guilty of before me. 

Thefe were black Indications of the 
Unfoundnefs of my Heart. Where the 
I t holy Fire, of the true Love of God, burns 
bright, it grieves it burns no brighter , and 
'j delires the Flame may advance, till it be 

entirely offer’d up a whole Burnt-Sacri- 
' • lice i 
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fice. The nearer we thus approach God 
the fatter we ftxll move towards him 

m ° VeS the nearer its Cen ‘ 

aTons of k U$ thC 3miable Pa- 

ctions of God, which enamor the Soul : and 

the ftronger that grows, it brings down 

Sjf f u r 0 re j°V ? t0 feed f hofe Seraphic Flames, 
ttll they nek iip and confume bafe, low, 

;;? r ™. vv Principles ; till corrupt Self ex- 

P in the Love of God. Sincere Love, 

. V f P uDt p a rcepted, tho’ it come not 

r u erfea !° n ’ a S P ark °f Fire, is 
J-,p y f ach ’ as the greateft • and a Blef- 

P I°JP' fe 15 made > even to [making Flax : 
Edba a PP ears > while the Caufe lies 
bid, lak d up m Alhes : As the leaft Spark, 
has the true Properties of Fire, fo where 
the leaft true Love of God is in the Soul, 
tho conceal d as a Spark in Embers, yet 
t catries with it the genuine property of 
Divine Love ; extenfive W ilhes and Defires. 
He then that feels none bTMHFTnLpttteife 
bailies, no glowings towards a Flame, but 
contents himfelf with Attainment ; and 
defires the Notion of Love may be ear- 
ned no higher, but fmoother in theAflies, 
has reafon to fufpeft, his is more Glow- 
Worm Heat, than that of true Fire. ' 

It may be faid of him that dreads a 
trying fearching Book, that he is loath 
to have his Wounds fearch’d; and fo is 
like to die of them, in a Ihort time. A 
bore is eafily skinn’d over, while it re- 
mains unfound at bottom: Some af- 

ivl U L a r but fuch as Pro Phefie foft things; 

Which fay to [he Seers , See not ; and to the 

D 2 Prophets^ 
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Prophets, Prophefie not unto us right things \ 
[peak unto us fmooth things , Prophefie deceits, 
liai. 30. io. They fear not Death, if they 
may enjoy the Pleafure of being tickled 
into it. Men deal not thus barbaroufly 
with their Bodies, but venture Pain for 
Health; will fnffer Cauterizing 01 Ampu- 
ration, to fave Life or Limb : and yet 
will venture Eternal Torments, rather 
than not fit foft and eafy here 3 as it true 
Peace of Confcience, and the hopes of 
Eternal Bleffednefs, were not able to re- 
compence the Terrors of an awaken d one j 
and the Pangs of the new Bir th. W here this 
temper of Mind reigns, it’s a fare Sign 
of a Rotten Heart : as fare as Delight m 
the molt Roofing and Spiritual Truths, is 
of an upright renewed Soul. He that 
defires to know the true State of his Cafe, 
is in earnelt to have it mended, and lo rat 
is fincere : And he that s belt pleafed with 
the molt refin’d and fpiritual Truths, it s 
a Blefled Sign he has a counter- part in 
his Heart -, "a fpiritual Senfory, to per- 
ceive fpiritual Things, only fpiritually dif- 
.cerned: For this reafon,the natural Man 

can’t difcern them, we are told, 1 Cor. 2.14. 
tho’ Learned and Moral ; for they are 
Foolilhnefs to him : but the Spiritual Judg- 
eth all things : as it is- added in the. 1 5th 
verfe. Some Speak and Write, as it the 
Do&rines of the Gofpel were upon the 
Lime level with the Precepts of Pythago- 
ras and Epictetus and Chrift and his 
Church were no more a Myftery,thana Phuo- 
fopher and his Scholars-, accounting any 
1 Doctrine 
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Do&rine a Peg above a meer Moralilt, meet" 
Enthufiafm, Myftick Cant, and unconceiva- 
ble Nonfenfe. 1 here implead my felf, 
and ftand firft in the Front, to do Pe- 
nance \ let none then be offended, but let 
all that forget God and themfelves, in any 
of thefe refpefts as I have, feriouffy con- 
fer thefe things, and what follow. 

Going on at this rate, I intermitted the 
Sacrament above a Year, and had 
dwindled quite into fecurity, I fear, had 
not God buffered Melancholy, as I then re- 
puted it, to prevail and agitate me with 
ftrange unaccountable Fears. He feem’d 
now to abandon me, and leave me in 
the very Mouth of' Temptation \ I was ac- 
cofted with fuch, as I ne’er felt before, 
even to Infidelity •, fuggefted to me by an 
intimate Acquaintance ^ one of ftrong Parts V 
but as. bad as I was, God kept me in this 

Point impregnable •, which I mention to the 
glory of his Free Grace, tho’ a Rebel a- 
gainfl: him, and a Coward in his Caule. 

T rejected his Propofal with Contempt 
and Silence ^ he had mettle in a bad Cauffe, 
and I wanted it too much, in one of the 
belt. But at another time, when he fpoke 
fbme flighting Words of the bleffed Sa- 
crament, in the Prefence of fome I thought 
he might injure ^ God help’d me to fet 
upon him with Zeal and Courage, fo as 
to filence him. This poor Gentleman 
feem’d to be under the Power of very dif- 
ferent Impreflions, at feveral Seafons ; at 
one time he would vent Sceptic Princi- 
ples, in his Frolicks and a'ry Moods j in 

P 3 fell 
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his' Afflictions, often exprefs himfelf feri- 
oufly : He feem’d by what fell from him 
on a fudden in Converfation, to be under 
Prong Conflicts, between Convi&ions and 
Unbelief : the one appearing more in Ad- 
verfity, the other in his Profperity. 

He’ gave me fome very pregnant In- 
pances of Apparitions, where he himfelf 
was both an^Efr'anTan Ear-Witilefs of 
fome Prange things that pafs’d. I had, 
God forgive me, but feeble fsotions of 
the great things of Religion, at this time, 
and it caufed fome melancholy Apprehen- 
fions, when I refle&ed on my negligence 
and unfaithfulnefs to him. But God is 
Wife and Good, while we are wanting to 
our Duty - 9 and intends us good while we 
defert and betray his Canfe, out of 
the Piperabundancy of his unmerited Grace \ 
which ffiou Id make us adore him, and hate 
our bafe felves. Had I enter’d the Lips 
oftner, it’s probable he might have endan- 
ger’d me at fuch a Seafon ; and I done 
him no Service. However God might juffl- 
ly refufe me the honor of pleading for him 
and the other the benefit of fuch a faithful 
freedom j and that in anger to us both } 
for our heinous Provocations of a diffe- 
rent kind. 

I fhall end this Digreflion in a word a- 
bout the Death of this Gentleman. He 
was very well in the Evening, and fell in- 
to a Difcourfe of fome AtheiPs : He In- 
Panced in Hobbs and fome others, conclu- 
ding thus, thev are gone to their place : 

" " ■ •’ ' The 
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The next Morning he fell 111, and dy’d in 
few Hours : He had fmall Warning j and 
his Cafe admitted of little Reflexion. 

Some good Ufe may be made of thefe 
Paffages if they be duly weigh’d ; the in- 
ducement prevalent with me toinfertthem, 
together with the Contexture of fome Acti- 
ons of my own, that ran parallel. 

Hence learn, what a peculiar fpite the 
Devil has at the holy Sacrament, while he 
employs his Fadors to run it down, all 
they can. We may be fure that’s high- 
ly ufeful, he fo much • maligns and oppo- fc 
fes : it’s dangerous to converfe with fuch 
Men, left we admit their Poifon, or con- 
trad Guilt, by not duly oppofing them: 

To prevent both Dangers, we may fee the 
Benefit of being well grounded in the Prin- 
ciples of Religion, and of a conformable 
Pradice: And how true that Scripture is, Luke 1 6 . 
If they believe not Mofes and the Prophets , 
neither will they believe thd 1 one rofe from the 
Dead. 

While matters were at this pafs, it 
happen’d I flood in need of the diredion 
of an old Friend, in fome matters of Im- 
portance. He took an opportunity, faith- 
fully to reprove me for going to Plays. 

I took fire immediately, demanding a Proof 
of their Unlawful nefs, and infolently flood 
atdefiance with him. He very wifely and pa- 
cately let the matter drop ; I fuppofe, ap- 
prehending me not in a Temper to re- 
ceive good Advice ; which made him fu- 
fpend his Reafons, till a fitter feafon, which 
ne’er came j he dying quickly after, 
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O my Extravagant, Wild, Brutifh Paf- 
f lQn , what a precipitate thing is Vice! 
what a Suffufion does it bring upon the 
Mind,that we can’t difcern our ownlntereft, 
nor the kindnefs of a Friend ! which leaves 
behind it, fcarce a fpark of common Pru- 
dence, or good Nature but thrufts a Man 
upon a breach of good Manners, upon 
hating and oppoling his belt Friends \ and 
loving and admiring his Enemies and 
Flatterers : How true is that faying of the 
j Wife-Man : He that hateth Reproof is Bru- 
tijh: And how narrowly did I efcape the 
juft Vengeance that follows its Contempt ? 
Such vile Ingratitude ! He that hateth Re- 
proof (hall die , Prov. i5> to. And He that 
p being often Reproved , hardens his Neck , fhall 

lrov. 29. 1 • f Hl ldenly be defrayed , and that without Re- 
'medy. God himfelf Reprov’d me often, 
and Friends •, and how near I was to Ruine, 
will appear at laft. Let Friends reprove, 
whatever difeouragements they meet with, 
but let it be a Word in Seafon, watch the 
fitteft time. He that does it may mifs his 
• End,, but will afluredly have his Reward. 
Tho’ his Advice feem bury’d under the 
Clods, yet he may live to fee the Seed 
quicken, l ife, and fruftifie into a Plenteous 
Harveft } or it may Spring up when his 
Head is laid : While he is enjoying the 
Fruit of his labour of Love, in his pious 
Endeavours, with themoft High - 7 his Friend 
below, may be Reaping the blefled cflcdts 
j of his Advice while on Earth. 
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Thro’ the boundlefs Mercy of God, I’m 
a Precedent of this happy Cafe, as many 
have before me, to encourage Attempts of 
this nature : And none prove fuch fait 
Friends, as thofe do to their faithful Re- 
provers, that are thus brought to God and 
themfelves. With what pungency of Re- 
gret did I reflect upon my bafe felf, when 
I was awaken’d into a fenfe of my unkind 
ufage of my belt Friends? Whoever you 
are that read thefe Lines, if you prove tar- 
dy here remember the Day is coming, 
which will be a Day of Feeling thefe things, 
as fure, as ’tis now of Reading thefe Lines } 
and then if God forgive you, you’ll fcarce 
be able to forgive your felves, when this 
Odious Crime {hall appear in its true and 
lively Colours. Correction is grievous to him t p rov< 15.16^ 
that forfaketh the way \ but remember fbme- 
thing more grievous follows, even Death. 

Confider well now the Gripes and Twin- 
ges, the fiery keen Reflexions that will 
one Day faften and torment thee : When 
in the depth of Horror and Mifery, thou 
[halt fay, How have 1 hated InfiruBion, and p - ■■ . 

my Heart defpifed Reproof ? Thefe Fruits °f * * ’ 

Difobedience to the Voice of our Inftru- 
ftors, will be found exceeding bitter } pafs’d 
all thought vexatious \ believe it in time. 

The deeper your carnal Security, the more 
•pxquifitly Tormenting will be your Senfa- 
tions, when the ftupid fit is over : You’ll 
taki matters of infinitely lefs Moment 
upon truft -j dread the thought of running 
this terrible hazard. Reflect ferioufly on 
• T the ■ . 
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To be with- the forlorn brutifh State you are in: You can’t 
mt Ged in the rejeft the pious Counfels of your belt 
PVorld, is ^ Friends, till you have abandon’d God j 
degeneracy in w hich is an Aft of the higheft Injuftice, 
f u P 0 ? 0 * 11 ' Ipringiag from the deepeft degeneracy. 

leniate our' Bethink your felvesj it’s a dreadful thing 
fehesfrom to fall into the Hands of the Living God ; 
him, is the if Warnings be multiplied upon you to no 
greateft and purpofe, the Day is coming, your Plagues 
trueft Sacri- will be wonderful. If yon have a Spark 
wk- t , Dr ‘ °f Reafon or Gratitude left, I conjure you 
' 1 V/ b y that’s Sacred and Humane, relent at 

300, 0. 1. t j ie i ntreat j es 0 f y 0ur mournful Relatives, 

who would be glad to Weep Tears of 
Blood ; nay, let it out of their very Hearts, 
would it but Thaw your Frozen Souls. 
Remember if you go on, the Almighty will 
be as inexorable when you cry for Mercy, 
when he fhall bring Dofirnttion upon you 
Prov. t . Head M a H/'hlrl-wittdy Laugh at your Calamity , 
that Chapter JlLock when your Fear comes. O that I 
jerioujy. had the Rhetoric of an Angel to per- 

fuade ! O that my Words might carry as 
much Terror with them, as the reality I 
once fullered., ft ruck into the very Center 
of my forlorn Soul. But full well I know, 
neither Angelic Exhortations ^nor the moll 
pathetic from Men •, nor the fight of Devils, 
will do the Work, till God {trike in with 
the finger of his Spirit \ then the Rocks 
fhall melt, and the Mountains become a 
Plain. 

Lord ! ftir up thy mighty Power and come 
among 11s : Honor a returning Prodigal, a 
weak worthlefs Inftxument, to awaken 
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fome poor Sinner , for thy dear Son’s 
fake. Amen • 

I now was near the finifhing Stroke ; 
very near fitting in the Seat of the Scorn- 
er, the grand Accomplifhment of Wick- 
ednefs. Falling into Ill-Company, that 
ridiculed Religion, and every thing Seri- 
ous } I began to comply with the Hu- 
mor, fo far as to laugh with them for 
Company: Either out of bafe Flattery, 
and fordid Compliance, to avoid the Im- 



putation of Singu larity •, or elfe to quaff 
away a fit of the Spleen, as I then deem’d 
it. 



& This is a gi'eat Snare I’m confident to 
nS many, that dare not make bold with Sa- 
if cred things in their own Expreflions } yet 
:l for want of ferious Recollection and 
ip an awe of God on their Spirits, venture 
ill to abet prophanity in the manner I did \ 
)i little apprehending the horrid Provoca- 
8; tion they offer the Almighty, in abetting 
a this Curfed Tempei*, by any encouraging 
i gefture or demeanour : This is not only 
■ft alfenting., bad enough •, but giving a Plau- 
|ii d jte to the Performan ce, to excite t he 
|ii Humor farther. How dear many pay for 
p fome^bold Sayings of this kind, and others 
ip for thus fharing in their Guilt, is too lit- 

f tie thought of ^ in vvhich frequently 

jj there’s little Wit, but much furprizing 
Impudenc e. 

i. ““ Men~ai'e not only thus involv’d in Guilt, 
by partaking in other Mens Sins, but are 
* in great Danger of Learning to lifp af- 

i ter them, till they commence Teachers of 

' ,,, -,~ ■ r-rrr—r— Blafphemy 
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Blafphemy themfelves. I’m ftire they pro- 
voke God to give them up, and then I 
know nothing that can hinder it : And 
this has proved oftner the Cafe of many, 
than we are ordinarily aware of. An In- 
ftance of which, I could give in one, who 
learn’d this Trade, by long liking and 
laughing at prophane Jells. I faw this 
poor Wretch die in great Horror ; v/hen 
the Judgments of God overtook him, as 
they did very remarkably, he was con- 
founded at the light of his Guilt, and 
made fair Promifes : Prophanity, as is u- 
fual, drove him down the Stream, into the 
dead Sea of Impurity; let others take 
Warning. Our danger lies here ; we ven- 
ture without Confideration, into bad Com- 
pany, prefuming upon the fteddinefs of 
our Principles : This Self-confidence re- 
taxes our Guard, and lb for want of Cau- 
tion, in time we begin to like the Con- 
verfe : Imprelfions we at firlt receive with 
Averfion, grow at length familiar ; Fear, 
S hame , or baf e Flattery , having firft made 
us fheepilh and complian t,: In time, what 
we like,' we begin to pra&ile, and foon, 
till the matter grow confummate. The 
Plalmiffc begins his holy Inltruclions with 
a lively defcription of this Procefs. Blef- 
fed is the ABan that Walks not in the Conn - 
fel of the 'L/ngoeily^ nor fiands in the way of 
Sinners , nor fitteth in the Seat of the Scorn* 
jfil. "Tis a gradation very exprefitve of 
the progreffive Motion of a Sinner, till 
he advance to the. higheft Form of Wick- 
eaneis ; He that walks with the Wicked, 
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is in a fair way to take up his {landing 
Principles, and then take up his fitting 
with the Scornful \ to banter Religion, 
and make a mock of Sin, and the Judg- 
ments that follow it. 

Nothing fhort of the Power of a Mer- 
ciful God, could now refeue me. What 
can refill his Power and Lore, when he 
thinks fit to difplay them, in the defence 
of the moll unworthy? How did his Pa- 
tience now run into long-fufferance ! How 
did the glory of his free Grace, fhine forth 
in its Luftre ! What Tea rs of Sorrow and 
Confufion are fufHcient_to bewail my Fol- 
ly and lhgratitudeT”W hat Songs of Praife ? 
What Obedience ? And all other expref- 
fions of Love and Duty are a fit return 
to the Almighty for his Mercy, that en- 
dures for ever. 

As I made hall to deftroy my felf, my 
blefied Mailer in tender Pity hung the more 
Weights upon me, increaling the Load 
very obfervably, as I did my perverlenefs } 
tho’ at that time I had no fenfe of it, but 
rather fretted at my Difappointments, 
that I could not have my Swinge with 
others, but mull be cramp’d with uneafy 
Thoughts, that imbitter’d all my finful 
Diverfions. O happy Rebukes i welcome 

— X X ^ r 

you loving Frowns thrice welcome you 
merciful Severities. T WdrWpr Thee, I 
Praife Thee, 1 Glorify Thee, O Father of 
Mercies, for thy great Love in thy Son 
Jefiis Chrifl, and all Bleffings deriv’d 
to me thro’ hi m^ particularly for all thy 
dark and difmal diipenfatipnTTTT' 
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dence fandified to me: O produce in me 
an utter abhorrence of Sin Everlaftingly. 
_i~ God now call me on my Back, and for- 
ced me to look up to his angry Counte- 
nance, and at the fame time to peep by 
ferious Thoughts into the horrors of the 
Pit of Darknefs. I was confin’d now more to 
(AJ a Bed of Terrors, than any other Diftem- 
per \ tho’ all was attributed to the Power 
of the Spleen, and Remedies were appli- 
ed accordingly : My own apprehenfions 
were the fame. I was encompafs’d w ith 
Amazement, and continually expeded Death, 
and! what might follow. In a very few 
Days I got the brunt over, by God’s Per- 
miffion, before the efred of Medicines 
could be fuppofed to take place, which 
in Cafes of pure Melancholy, are feldom 
die dual till after a long Courfe \ it being 
a molt tedious obftinate Diftemper, as the 
Learned very well know. 

Sad and Perplexing Thoughts (tho’ not 
in that extre mlty ) Iti 1 1 TungliBout me-, 
and being very Serious, I imparted what moll 
troubled me, to a Divine I could be free with. 
God Blefs’d his Inftrudions much to my Re- 
lief: Tho’ my Heart was not right with him, 
yet he indulg’d me, and relax’d my Terrors, 
while I purfued any Meafures pleafing to 
him. The imparting fuch Secrets to a 
9 ff Friend, has a natural tendency to give 
fome eafe, as many have experienced, 
who have found their Doubts refolv’d in 
the very difclofing them , efpecially when 
a&ing thus out of a Principle of Duty ; 
Confeffing their Faults, Honoring the Mi- 

niftry. 
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.* fiiftry, engaging then- Prayers ; which uni- 
1 ted may prevail, when our own alone, 

7 may not, as is clear in the cafe of Job 
4 Praying for his Friends, and other Inftan- 
!e f ftances in Scripture. ’Tis the nature of 
thefe Sores to fefter and throb, if they 
^ are not opened in time. Confefs your Faults t - - 
I one to another , and Pray one for another. ’ *• 

it I promifed fair in my Illnefs, what 1 
f would be, and do, if I got over it ; and 

i accordingly began well, was very Warm 
and Serious in the Improvement of every 

1 opportunity, while my Troubles gave me 
'! relpite. But alas! the fenle of danger 
i( prelied me harder than the heinoufnels 
a of my Guilt, which was one great reafon, 
t| why I retain’d not thefe Imprefiions : For 
§ after the extremity was over, I thought 
It to get rid of the remains of my trou- 

ii blefome Thoughts, by running to my old 
Diver lions : a molt pernicious Courfe, 

>• which many follow to their utter Ruin. 
t For either God redoubles his Strokes to 
I lalh them home, or at length comes ut- 
j ter Excifiofl. Had I now been truly hum- 
I bled, and in earnelt turn’d to God, I had 
I avoided a dreadful hazard, and fevere Dif- 
. cipline ; w hich I beg all to take W arn- 
l ing by, and ne’er to reft fatisfied with a 
few good Willies in Diftrefs, but confidcr 
this is the accepted time, the Day of Sal- 
vation : Acquaint now therefore thy felf with 
Gody and be at Peacey fo good fhall come un- 
to thee. But remember. Frights and Fears 
are but Preparatives to this, not the thing; 
which muft be the refult of ferious deep 

Thoughts, 



/ 



Thoughts, which God now expreily calls 
you to. If you trifle or elude the force 
of this Summons; your good Moods and 
Intentions will all come to nothing, like 
the Morning Cloud and early Dew, that 
fbon pafs away : So will leave you in a far 
worfe cafe than they found you, tho’ you 
may make a lhift to frolick away the 
Thoughts of it for the prefent. 

After this awakening Providence, I re- 
fum’d my former praftice of going to the 
Sacrament; but ftill interloping between 
Vice and Virtue, my diforderly Walk after 
inch Solemn Engagements alarm’d me 
ftill more. When the Storm blew hard 
from this quarter, I prefently call An- 
chor upon the firm bottom of my good 
Refolutions. Upon this poor Security, I 
boldly put to Sea, tho’ I often 
found, they had not been proof againft 
the fmalleft gufts of Temptation : There 
feems fomething of this, very incidental 
to Mankind ; learn therefore to fufpect 
your felves. 

1 ran my Head now often into a Play- 
Houfe, to turn the ftream of my Thoughts. 
Plays and frothy Company, tho’ divert- 
ing for the prefent, yet left me more 
Sad : nay often in the midft of my grin- 
ing Laughs, I felt my Heart heavy ; and 
often Stabs from Confcience : Yet was I 
fo Mad, as to repeat thefe baffled Expe- 
riences. The fcandal and danger of being 
drawn in, kept me from talking to Masks, 
as many do, and fo are decoy'd by the 
W itchery of that Converfe ; contrary to 
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their firft Intentions ; which poffibly aim’d 
only at a little loofe Talk. But I Riding 
thus daringly into the Devil’s Quarters, 
was once accofted by one of them very 
impudently ; which ftartled me, and fill’d 
me with wonder at the height of Impu- 
dence fome of that Sex were arriv’d at. 
As they pretended to Prayers once in a 
Play ; I had fo much Senfe left, as to 
turn my Back upon fuch an aft of pro- 
phanity. Another time, in the midft of a 
Play, I was imprefled with fuch horror 
of Mind, at I could not tell what, that I 
was forced to leave the Place, tho’ I 
ftruggled long to Ihake it off ; but to no 
purpofe ; it growing upon me, till I had 
quitted the Houfe. Thefe Warnings, and 
many more, I wreftled with, which I im- 
puted to odd accidents, and fits of the 
Spleen; fo bore up againft them. I faw 
nothing of God’s Hand in them, but was 
ftupid as to any true fenfe of thefe things, 
or their Caufes, any farther, than as 
meer Notions floating in my Brain, re- 
ceived by Tradition. 

’ I confirm’d my felf in thefe Praftices, 
from the Example of others I had a good 
Opinion of; comparing my felf with o- 
thers, worfe than my felf, I hugg’d a De- 
lufion as I fear many do : Many other Idle 
Reflexions I made, to make my felf eafy. 
Thus beiotted was I, till God was pleafl- 
ed to awaken me with hisThunder, which 
was now halting apace towards me. A 
little before the Onfet, I had by one ftep 
of familiarity after another, brought my 

. - --- (gjf 
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felf to the very brink of the deep Ditch 
fo few recover from : Deliverance from 

which, was as Arrange, as was my mad 
Prefumption, in fo near approaches to fo 
great a Danger. 

I lhall add no more, but urge a few plain 
Arguments again!! Plays : Much has been 
faid on this Topick, with as -clear and 
convincing Argument as the Light, but 
God knows with too little fuccefs, Men 
refolving not to be reclaim’d : Examples 
are molt InftruCtive, and when Men fee 
the Judgments of God driving others from 
their Evil Courfes, ’tis to be hop’d fome 
may take Warning. However, ilnce my 
Practice approv’d them, I think it my Du- 
ty to acknowledge my Folly, and warn 
the Carelefs. 

The Defign of them is now notorioufly 
tranfpofed ; Virtue’s expoled. Vice applaud- 
ed in a molt lhameful manner corrupt 
Nature, and the vicious genius of the Age, 
need no Provocatives. I fpeak not to fuch 
as have no fenfe of Danger •, fome fha.rp 
.Affliction, or the Flames of Hell, muft con- 
vince them : But to fuch as feem to have 
, fome concern for their Souls, but would 
fain comprimife matters •, enjoy their Hu- 
mours and hope for Heaven ftill in Re- 
verfion. I beg of fuch to bethink them- 
felves betimes, to Judge impartially, and 
ACt refolutely \ to tare themfelves off with 
a- holy Violence from this combination 

with Hell, which indeed is the very Mouth 

of it. ■ ~ 
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Here many learn to lifp Oaths, till they 
“| grow confummate in other fiendlhip Lan- 
es I guage ; here tinging their Faniies with 

the Oratory of Prophane W it, they com- 
!») mence Mailers of the black Art ; to Bur- 
Mi lefque the Sacred Oracles, Droll on Sacred 
ear things, and Ridicule all Religion : Here 
bt, 1 iMarriage, an Ordinance of God, fome 
fs,' have feen fo long made a May-game of, 
« and the airy frisks of the Man of the 
Na Town, fet olF with fuch Gallantry; till 
they look’d upon Virtue, but as an Em- 
'Ij blem of Slavery ; a Chain for Mad-Men 
in draw after them ; or a Rattle for 
mil Tools to Play with ; till at length they 
j'j precipitated themfelves into the Gulph of 
Libertinifm. Thefe are fome light Sketch- 

ori the monftrous IOues of this teem- 

1 ing Womb of Iniquity. 

" The natural tendency of thefe things 
’ , to Vanity and Wickednefs, one would 
Lj think, fhould awaken a fober Mind. Let 
, fuch recoiled themfelves, and try if, upon 
V ferious Thoughts, they can reconcile the 

I Profelfion of fo holy a Religion, as the 
Scriptures advance, to the Patronizing of 

* Id Impious a Caufe ; as they certainly do 

II while they aflbrd it their Prefence and 
x Support; encouraging the Locufts and 
® Caterpillers, that devour every green thing 
1 in the Garden of Virtue and Piety. ’Twill 
I* excufe none to fay, they have no fuch De- 
t hgn : Actions have a Voice as well as 
I Words; and were our Intentions good, 

not fuppofeable where this Practice is 
\ cuftomary ; yet they alter not the Pro- 
I ~ E z ~ perties 
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perties of Good and Evil. The Nature « 
of things are really what they are, be j 
onr Thoughts what they will about them j I 
only we are more or Jefs guilty, accord- ft 
ing to the Degrees of Light and Convi- t 
dtion we have, or might have, had we j 

ply’d the means. But ’tis in vain to talk j 

of good Intentions, while it is notoriouf- , 
ly known, that Blafphemy, Prophanity, | 

and Irreligion, are the harmony of the 
Diverlion : And liich as know this, can t 
be excus’d from giving their implicit t 

Confent } and the confequence of that | 
looks too terrible, to be flightly pafsd 
over. We hear our Friends Reproached 
and Scorn’d, with great regret} and are 
ready to Vindicate them, or leave the , l 
Company } And can we fee the Wounds | 
of our belt Friend tore open before our 
Faces, all that’s dear to him Villifi’d and - . 
Difgrac’d, and all that relates to him 
brought into the utmoft Contempt, and L 
be eafy and diverted all this while ? Ab- I 
furd unnatural Pretences. [j 

The bell Plays, as they call them, are L 

acted late on a Saturday Night •, a good- [ s 

ly Preparative, no doubt, for the holy | 

Exercifes of the Day following : When 4 
Scenes of Vanity and Wickednefs, ftrong- >| 
ly imprelfed over Night, are reviv’d with j, 
waking Thoughts, and it may be car- | 

ried in Triumph to the Houfe of God, | 

to affront Him to his Face, unlefs doth j 
make them otherwife difpofe of the Morn- ‘ | 

ing. And no wonder if fuch fpend the 
latter part of the Day in Vilits and Di- j 

verlionsj 

* . . ' w.. 
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verfions ; to Chat and Gaze away all 
important Truths, that fliould make them 
Wifer or Better. I Blefs God, he ever 
fo aw’d my Spirit in my worft Rambles, 
that I ne’er broke this Hedge, in fre- 
quenting Plays at fuch a Seafon •, nor Pro- 
phaning his holy Day by idle Vilits, or 
carnal Divertifements. Too many there 
be, that tho’ they forbear Plays, yet make 
bold to chat away the after part of this 
Blefled Day without regret. Let luch as 
have pleaded for this, and fo forwarded 
the praftice, refleft-, what Service they 
have done Religion by putting in their 
Plea, or which is as bad, their Example , 
in defending or abetting fuch hurtful Li- 
berties. 



Some have been fo bold as to fay, 
f* there might be as much learnt by a Play 
® as a Sermon, who would be very angry, 
to if apy prefume to call their Religion in 
pti queftion: but I’m Ture that, or their Dif- 
lel cretion, if not both, are juflly cenfurable \ 
who dare make an Ordinance of God, 
91 truckle to the Devil’s Seminary. He 
aji is like to make a hopeful Moralift, and 
It I Rich as go to his Pupils to School, no 
f doubt, are like to be well taught : Our 
ft Gains here can ne’er bear our Charges ; 
t{\ the accomplifhments of Art or Nature, 
y will ne’er recompence the lofs of what’s 
,(5 infinitely better, Virtue and a good Con- 
5 fcience. The pretences of Example of 
I fbme reputed good, that frequent thefe 
ij Diverfions, is a Snare of our own devi- 
jl fmg, in which I caught my felf, and then 
a ' r E 3 fo«n cl 



■ C 54 ) 

found it fo i the Devil and my own falfe 
Heart call: a Mift before my Eyes, fo 
very fpecioufly led me into it, which 1 found 
very ftrong and bewitching. How do 
we know fuch to be good ? Nothing’s 
more deceitful many times, than a Pro- 
) feffion or a CharaQer : I’m Pure there’s 

reafon for fufpicion. Do I know what 
^Principles act fuch a one ? What his Sen- 
/. timents. Knowledge, and Convi&ions are ? 

What his Aims and Ends? As thefe dif- 
^^f^fcr much, fo may my Cafe from his 3 
*in tnanKik Cod for thefe Reafons, or others belt* 
linfcnourfl* known to himfelf, may fnatch him as a 

Brand out of the Fire, while he 
may leave me juftly to perilh in the 
Flames. 

We mult walk by Rule, and Examples 
fuitable but ne’er forfake that, to lol- 
low one of Reputation, who receeds from 
Rom. 4. 23.it- We are told by an Apoftle, one may 
Eat that iafely, which another Eating 
doubtfully, is damn’d if he Eats \ becaufe 
What is not of Faith., is Sin- If meer Ex- 
ample won’t juftifie in matters indiffe- 
rent, how much lefs does it, in what’s 
Dubious or Unlawful? It’s a fad Sight, 
to fee bad Men ftrengthen each others 
Hands in Wickednefs j but a much worfe, 
to fee good Men Emboldening one ano- 
ther in the Broad-way. Were fuch as 
are call’d good, really fo, they wou’d bet- 
ter conlider the danger of hazarding them- • 
felves, and mifleading a weak Brother, 
and confirming the Prophane in their 
Wickedaefs 3 by giving their Ways the 



n| C 55 ) 

» v Reputation of their Prefence and A Tent; 

\ w . ere this dul V thou § ht oa , one refuge of 
Hf Lies would be difmantled, and one’ the 

tlj, lefs Corner left for Hypocrites to nettle 

a * iheir Heads in to nap away the Checks 

^ of Confcience. 

, My own Folly has put me upon faying ^ 
jjj a little on this Subject, out of a liucere 
Defign to reclaim others. A few Argu- 
f ments will perfwade the Sincere, when 
' ; many will not the Obftinate ; but the 
Day is coming that will. In the mean 
while let all that have any true fenfe of 
f, 1 Religion, bethink • themfelves, learn Wif- 
*. f dom at others coft, and take that upon 
trull that elfe mutt coft them dear. It’s 
remarkably ' to be obferved, that - thefe 
I wicked Entertainments fill’d up the mea- 
® lure ol my Sins, and ripen'd me far Di- 
li! vine Vengeance; which 111 defcribe af- 
ltr ter a few general Remarks made on what’s 
& pafs’d. Obferve then, 
tw i. That nothing is more deceitful than 
:tr is naturally the Heart of Man, and Sin j the 
iii one to insinuate infenfibly under plauiible 
* pretexts, and the other to receive the 
!j Poifon under fair femblances ; and fo be- 
ll 1 tray us to infinite ha7.ards. 
i 2 . This falfenefs of the Heart demon? 
p ftrates the depravity of our Nature ; that ' 

•f ' we are far from beingTfie Creatures God //, # 
if at firft made us: that it lhould exceed? 
r| ln gly humble us to think, that in our na? 
jj rural State, we are haters of God, and 
1 Holinefs:. The thoughts of our Hearts are G?n. si <?; 
< 9 nly Evil , and that continually ; The Hebrew 

I E 4 ' ■ wor4 ■■■ 
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word not only fignifies the Imagination, 
— s but alfo the purpofes and defires of the 
Heart. The Fruit evidently declares the 
Root: Were we not funk low by the 
Fall, we could ne’er be fuch Enemies to 
God, and our belt Intereft. Great is the 
force of Habits *, but we find good ones 
are foon loft, Evil ones with the greateft 
difficulty which plainly indicates our 
natural Propenfities. Pride is our undo- 
ing, Humility our Reftoration. Let us 
make then a kindly uie of this Confidera- 
tion, and trace up all the Eruptions of 
Sin, in our Hearts and Lives, to the impure 
Fountain of corrupt Nature, which will 
make Sin appear exceeding finful, and con- 
fequently help more effe&ually to Hum- 
ble us, which we moft of all Hand in need 
of. 

3. That Convictions ftifled, Advice 
defpis’d, Warnings ueglefted. Vows and 
Promifes broken. Providences and Calls of 
Mercy and Afflictions overlook’d or re- 
filled ; as they are bright Indications of 
the plight we are in naturally, fo they 
excite God’s Wrath, provoking him in 
the higheft manner, and make way for the 
fioreft Judgments on this fide Hell, or ut-> 
ter perdition. 

4. That our ftrongeft Refolutions, are 
no match of themfelves againft our natu- 
ral propenfities to Evil, efpecially when 
reinforc’d by Cuftom, and back’d by Tem- 
ptations from the World, and the cun- 
ning Serpent. The Viper in our own 
Bofoms is enough to deftroy us, if left to, 

■ ~ " our 
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our felves ■ how much more fatally, when 
reinforced with thefe Auxiliaries? 

5. That he who calls not in God's 
Grace to his Afliftance, by Serious Prayer, 
and Dependance •, and watches not faith- 
fully againft the Occafions of Sin and T em- 
ptation, will certainly be drawn in, and 
overcome •, and the fooner, the greater 
his Prefumption. He’ll fail of executing 
his good Purpofes for want of a Principle, 
the fpring of the Performance : and *if 
that, where it is, will protect none while 
fecure , we may eafily forefee what will 
become of his good Refolutions, that puts 
fearlefly to Sea without Helm, Sails, or 
defen five Weapons: That has no Prin- 
ciple to guide him 5, that can neither Fight 
nor Fly. 

6 . That we are naturally prone to 
trull in our own Strength, and from that 
Conceit, to fwell into Self-Confidence } or 
take up with a meer empty Notion of 
God’s Grace, if we don’t deny it •, rather 
as a compliment to God, or the Sentiments 
of our Teachers ^ not from a deep fenfe 
of its real worth, and our own prefling 
neceflities. And this procedure is a dis- 
covery of our natural Blindnefs and Per- 
verfenefs, who after many dilappointments. 
Hill adhere to the Idol of Self-fuffici- 
ency. 

7. How eafy is it to miftake Educati- 

on, exterior Performances, rounds of Du- 
ties, for the real vital afts of Religion? 
Thoufands are ruin’d this way ; .it re- 
quires then our qtmoft care to avoid this 
^ ~ Snare 3 
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Snare, to which we are fo naturally pro- 
penfe : We are too ready to lean our hopes 
on any Prop, tho’ near fo deceitful, if it 
will but take off the weight of our prefent 
Fears, that may hinder our Enjoyments : 
Great things at a diftance, little move us ; 
realiz’d only by Faith, a carnal Mind has 
little of, and cares lefs to exercife : no 
wonder then he contentedly takes up with 
a fiender Security, about matters he lit- 
tle values. 

8. That without purity of Heart, all 
the demurenefs of Devotion, and Con- 
verfation, is but the\ Aiming Varnilh of 
refined Hypocrifie, tending, to Apoftacy : 
Our chief care then mull be of our 
Hearts, which naturally we are molt in- 
cautious of. 

9 . That one Lull allow’d, will hinder 
a laving clofure with Jefus Chrifi , and pre- 
clude our Intereft in his Blood and Me- 
rits. If any thing hinder the Cion from 
a Vital Union with the Stock, it. receives 
neither Life nor Growth for true Uni- 
on is the Life of Communication, to derive 
Sap and Spirit to animate and fru&ify. 
Chrifi compares himfelf to the Vine, and 
Believers to Branches, vitally inferred 
into him, which makes them living, John 
15. for want of which real Union, nomi- 
nal Chriftians, are there ftiled withering 
Branches, like dry Wood, proper fuel for 
the Fire. 

Many other reprefentations there are 
in Scripture, which exprefs the neceffity 
of a vital, real, tho’ mylterious Union 
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Between Chrift and the Soul of a true 
Believer. See this fully prov’d in afraall 
piece of that admirable Prelate Bilhop 
Hal^ called the highly ^ 

worthy of every ferious" CTmiliatfs peru- 
fal. But now, one Lull loved and al- 
low’d, obftruCts this Conjunction •, for as 
St. fames lays. He that breaks the Lav? 
in one point) is guilty of all } w hich the 
prevalency of his darling Lull;, would 
caufe him actually to violate, ftood it in 
his way. 

What a fad State is this, to lofe all the 
Services we perform, and Pains we take 
in Religion } yet this is the Cafe if our 
Perfons are not accepted, which they are not, 
till united to Chrift our Head, by true 
Faith and Love, whereby we dwell in 
Chrift, and Chrift in us } who is in us 
the hope of Glory \ dwelling in our Hearts 
by Faith. ’Tis an Expreflion of an Ex- 
cellent Perfon, A rch-Bifhop Zayrm s Preface # 
to Serm. 4. pag. 50V ^External Worfhip, 

M openly acknowledges a Deity , but want • 
“ of inward fenle in Worlhip, fecretly 
u denies it: To prefent the Living God 
tl with a Carcafs of lifelefs Worfhip, is 
“ to pay him with fhells of Services, and 
u fo to mock him : And it is a more 

tc admirable long-fuflering in him to de- 
u fer the Punifhment of fuch Devotion, 

4t than all the other Sins in the World. 
This is the deplorable State of all For- 
malifts, who not being Converted, and 
United to Chrift by laving Faith, have 

not 
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not his Spirit, without whofe Afflftance, 
nothing is tranfaded acceptably in De- 
votion. 

O the vaft difference between a holy, 
and an unfandified Heart/ What awful 
Conceptions has one of the Perfections of 
the Deity? What a fenfe of the Excel- 
lency of Spiritual Worlhip, and the In- 
jury and Affront offered a holy God, when 
any thing beneath it is tender’d him ? 
while the Hypocrite thinks him finch a 
one as himfelf, daring to put him off 
with a dead Sacrifice, fit only for an 1- 
dol ; nay, which is worfe, if that can be, 
confides in this, as the matter of his ac- 
ceptance. Would fuch miftaken People 
ferioufly Read the Scriptures, and fpiri- 
tual 1 Books, they might, by God’s Grace 
ne’er wanting to honeft Endeavours, de- 
led this deceit of their Hearts in time. 
tn I0 * What a glorious grace is Faith in 
Exerciljfc? By this we lee him tfiat is 
* -^^^fovifible, his Providences in the World, 
‘’and various dealings with our own Souls ; 
this fets us above the World and bale 
Selfifhnefs : By this, all the Chriftian He- 
roes _ perform’d their mighty exploits 
mention’d Heb. i 1 . What a mean abjed 
thing, is a Soul aded by §enfe? How 
does it grovel in the Duff: ? How dark 
and dead to God ; and all that’s Good 
or Great ? to all his Difpenfations. When 
he calls him to Repentance by Providen- 
ces, Judgments, Afffidions, Terrors of 
Confidence he neither fees, nor hears, but 
fbolifhly attempts to run from him, by 
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thrufting his Head into Bufinefs or Di- 
verfions \ which all prove as Oil to the 
Flame to fet the Houfe on Fire: God 
redoubles his Chaftifements, to lafh him 
home j or abandons him for ever. How 
unmanly and ridiculous is it to attempt 
to muzzle Confidence, a fpiritual Princi- 
ple, by the fhort flickers of Fancy, Jefts, 
Quaffs, Intoxications of Wine or Compa- 
ny ? Thefe Opiates can but truce the Pain, 
ne’er Cure the Diftemper, but encreafe 
and that remiffion is dearly bought, 
that redoubles the Paroxifm. 

11. Sins of Omifllon affed us not lo 
much as thofe of Commiflion, tho’ as in- 
feparable as the Shadow and the Body. 
The Spirit of a Man is always adive ; if 
not well Employ’d, it will be in Miff- 
chief. The danger I was in my lelf, 
makes me inculcate it with the greater 
Emphalis. 

12. That the formal Ufe or negled of 
God’s Ordinances, are reputed a horrid a- 
bufe and contempt of him, and render us 
obnoxious to his fore ft Judgments. 

1-3 . That naturally one Sin difpofes to 
another, as it darkens the Mind, hardens 
the Heart, ingroffes the Affedions •, and 
judicially, as God punilhes Sin with Sin, 
by withdrawing his Grace, letting loole 
Satan *, fo juflly punilhing the wicked 
freedoms we take, with Vaflalage to that 
Tyrant \ a drudgery infinitely worfe than 
that of v£gytian Slavery : and he would 
think it fo, that was obliged to ad any 
iuft continually. 

Thefe 



& 
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Thefe are fome Conclufions I would 
make for the Ufe of my felf and others. 
? Tis hard to convince an habitual Sinner, 
but harder ftill to driven Formalift, or a 
meer civil Man out of his falfe dependan- 
cies } as well may you perfwade a drown- 
ing Man from catching at Weeds and Bull- 
rufhes, that help him not, but entangle 
him, as attempt to unhinge fuch a Man’s 
carnal confidence. If any fuch calf an 
Eye on thefe Lines, little to be expected; 
but if Curiofity lead them to fome curfo- 
ry glances to fatisfie that, or their critici- 
zing Humor*, I defire ’em to turn to an 
Expreflion of a judicious Divine. ’Tis this, 
Bolton** Ge- fpeaking of the Torments of Hell ; “ One 



nerai Dire Hour therein, is infinitely more fting- 
,f. 337. u j n g anc j terrible, than all the Tortures 
w that all Mankind hath, doth, or lhall 
“ endure, from the Creation to the End 
“ of the World : Then adds concerning 
the Joys of Heaven \ u That one Hour 
tc there, doth incomparably furpafs all 
“ the Delights of this wide World, were 
lc they collected into one lump of 
“ Pleafure. It appears b y hls Life and 
Death, that he was no ItfangeF’^*a' more 
than ordinary taft of both, and fuch are 
the belt Judges in the Cafe *, and fuch as 
read his Life, will, I believe, be of the 
fame Opinion, and I’m fure not lofe their 
Labour. 

How difficult it is to imprefs a natu- 
ral Man, free from grofs Sins, with a 
fenfe of his miferable State and only Re- 
medy, I leave all to judge, that have ex- 
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perienced the power of Religion; who 
have obferv’d the great change in them- 
felves, and. attempt it in others. And 
for Hypocrites and Formalifts, our Blef- 
fed Lord tells us, Publicans and Harlots 
go to Heaven before Scribes and Phari- 
sees : Confidence is awaken’d with the 
guilt of notorious Crimes, while it drops 
afleep upon the Pillow of Formality. Pre- 
cept and Example are molt cogent, but 
will not do without a higher Principle: 
The more need we have ardently to ask 
God’s holy Spirit, who has promifed it to 1 
ftch as do, if our cold defires don’t be- 
fpeak a denial. That paflage . of our Sa- 
viour, John 4. 10. feems to favour an an- 
fwer even to natural defires : If thou 
hicwefi the Gift of God , &c. fays our Lord 
to the Woman of Samaria • thou wouldji 
have ask'd of him , and he would have given, 
thee Living Water. It will be found ano- 
ther Day, Men perilh for want of ask- . 
ing.: Not for want of Means, but Will; 
which leaves them inexcufable. 

Blelfed God, what a Wretch have I 4 
been! I befeech thee humbly, for Sweet 
Jefus fake, to cover every tittle of the 
black Account I have to make to Thee, 
with his molt precious Blood ; and grant 
I may entirely be found in him, not hav- 
ing my own Righteoufnefs, which is but as 
filthy Rags ; but the Righteoufnefs which 
is by Faith in him, in the Hour of 

Death, and terrible Day of Judgment. 
•Amen* 

* > 

f ven- 
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I venture to digrefs thus, if poflible to 
rouze the Stupid. Thus far have I en- 
deavour’d to traverfe the various Wind- 
ings of the Subtle old Serpent, with 
thofe of my own Heart, thro the dif- 
ferent Stages of my Life,, tofs d with fo 
many Storms of Temptations, that often 
threaten’d to over-fet me, and mult, had 
not a kind hand of Providence continu- 
ally trim’d the Veflel : Few were my 
Halcyon Days, and thofe commonly 
prov’d the harbingers of biuftering 
Seafons: But alas' all this while, I little 
thought from what quarter the Wind 
blew. 1 over-look’d Sin, the Wrath of 
a holy God, and Satan the Executioner; 

I refolv’d all into Mechanifm, the diL 
orders of the Blood and Spirits ; Philo- 
fophifing on the Sub) eft, as ufually do 
the Sons of Art. It mult be fuppofed 
thefe Vifitations took up a Series of ma- 
ny Years, and that I ftudioully omit ma- 
ny "things of lelfer note : Very many kind 
Deliverances, &c, with unjult returns of 
negled I pafs by •, choofing only to men- 
tion them in the grofs, to my own Shame 
and God’s Glory. 



« "fT’Kter not, O Lord, into Judgment 
« p, with thy Servant, for paft Errors i 
« Spare fuch as confefs their Faults, re- 
« Itore the Penitent. Cleanfe the Thoughts 
4t and Affedtions of my Heart by the In- 
« fpiration of thy Holy Spirit, that I 
“ may abhor every thing difpleafing to 
u thee, and ever feek thy Honor and 
~~ ' “Glory, 
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££ Glory. Rouze up my Soul to Diligence 
“ and Activity, who have fo long loiter- 
“ ed, and molt grievoufly provok’d Thee : 
“ Help me to redeem precious Time, 
u worth all that can be thought to the 
“ dying, and fuch as are pafs’d hope. 
u Lord make me ferioufly coniider the 
“ Golden Sands trickle down apace j that 
u when my Glafs is turn’d, it’s for all 
“ Eternity: Grant I may think of that 
tc Word, till my Soul fly to the Bofom 
of Chrift by Faith, that in his Strength, 
‘ c the reft of my Life hereafter may be 
pure and holy ; fo that at the laft I 
Ci may come to thy Eternal Joy, thro’ 
Ci Jefm Chrifi to whom with Thee, 
4t and the BlelTed Spirit, be everlafting 
H Praifes, one God, World without End. 
f t Amen- 
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part II. 

Conjijhng of more material tyaffages 
relating to feme ftrong Tern- 

T H E fureft try’d piece of Armor, 
is the Shield of Faith, that 
quenches all the fiery darts of the 
Devil j and the Sword of God’s holy Spi- 
rit, the Word of God, is the only fure 
Weapon to repel him but how fhall I 
perfuade the Faithlefs and Unbelieving ? 
Could I by Words communicate a feel- 
ing fenfe of the Terror of the Battle, 
I’m confident, I could ftrike them with 
Fear and Trembling j but that’s quite out 
of my Sphere, and muffc come from a 
higher Hand : However I’ll fhew them 
my Scars, that they may conceive the bet- 
ter of the heat of the Action. 

Such as have a fenfe of their Dan- 
ger, but too feeble, to put them upon 
their Guard •, I wou’d excite to Caution, 
while they read of the bitter Fruits of 
my Carelefnefs } that afforded my mali- 
cious Enemy fuch an opportunity for Tri- 
umph. Let fuch know, tho’ winking 
for a while may hide their danger, and 

keep 
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keep off the troublefome fenfe of it ' 
’twill at length bring them with full Sail 
into the Mouth of it, to their infinite 
Terror. While we refilt the Devil, he 
flies ; but every Moment we drop our 
Watch, he gains Ground of us; and if he 
have thefe Advantages long, he’s in a fair 
way to put it out of our power. Be 
wife betimes, for Woe’s the Portion of 
the negligent. 



This black and amazing Scene of my 
Life, is the true occafion, I give my lelf 
4, afl d the World this trouble ; to which all 
i pafs’d is fubfervient. I can't fuppofe a re- 
'j lation of this Nature, tho’ I dip’d my 
/ Pen in my Heart, cou’d give a juft fenfe 
i the matter. I know fuch horrors can 
only be felt, ne’er to the Life be exprefs’d ; 
no more than a Painter can exprefs Life, 

® Motion, and Senfation, by his Colours : 

1 But if one may truft another’s Word, and 
‘ Experience, it falls as fliort of the reali- 
? ty of the thing, as painted Flames do of 
i real. What I aim at then is, to give the 
ft procefs of the Temptation ; to defcribe as 
I can, what might be Natural, and what * 
i: Diabolical; what advantages I gave the 
Enemy, and how he improv’d them; 

■ how God all along fupported, and at length 
deliver'd me. To warn the Bold ; Inftrnft 
( and Comfort the Tempted ; and by all, 
j that God may be glorified ; to whom be 
| all Praife for ever. 

| To avoid all Breaks in this Narrative, 
j I’ll relate pure matter of Faft ; then make 
; Lome defcants on Particulars T fo leave the 
I ~ F 2 Rea- 
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Reader to form his own at. plea- 
fare. To which end, I defire him to 
read, it with ferioufnefs :> and fiifpendhis 
Cenfure till he has judiciouffy weigh d 
the whole. While the Wrath of God is 
the Subject, let none prefume to Play 
with his Thunder-Bolts •, nor think them- 
felves out of their reach : Tho . their 
Mountain feem to ftand ftrong, . it may 
fall, after many a Ihock, as mine did. 
Let others reflect upon themfelves, while 
I’m confelfing my unworthy Behaviour to 
luy great Benefaftor^ unwearied in his 
Patience to me, a molt provoking Rebel, 
infenfible of his Terrors, and the Riches 
of his Mercy } finning too much as Grace 
abounded •, deaf to all his Calls, but the 
laft and loudeft, able to awake the dead 

in Trefpalfes and Sins. 

Had he frown’d me into Hell,, he had 
been Juft, nay, Merciful in fparing me 
fo long ^ which I here acknowledge in the 
Face of Angels and Men, to the Honor 
of his Free-Grace, and my own confufion. 
From the very bottom of my Soul, would 
I thank him for his Difcipline, efpecially 
for his Aids and Supports, and thole fan- 
•ftified improvements he help’d me to make 
of them, the thoughts of which, recon- 
cile me to them, as a Child’s Portion, 
therefore to be had at any rate, coft what 
they will, tho’ others have them on cheap- 
er terms. So far am I from regret, that 
I folemnly pi'ofefs •, I would not have 
been exempted from the Lot, for the 
whole World, tho’ the Trial was long and 
* ' jharp* 
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ftarp.- O the boundlefs Love and Power 
of God ! that can make Light fprine 
out of the very lhadow of Death, and 
Heaven out of Hell ! all glory to Jehovah 
molt high, for ever. Amen. 

To premife the immediate Occafion of 
the enfuing Ti'oubles, which was nothing 
but what’s ufual } viz., fome worldly con- 
cern, which producing Anxiety, agitates 
the Blood and Spirits, till great diforders 
enfue, which at length tumbles into trou- 
bles of quite another nature. ’Tis need- 
lefs to exprefs what thus a/Te&ed me, o- 
therwife than in general } but it’s very 
obfervable, that a Righteous God made 
that my Torment, which I doted on, 
and had abus’d to Sinful Pleafure : Some- 
thing of that kind had drawn me from 
God, into Sin and Danger too too often ; 
no wonder then Divine Jultice made that the 
beginning of my Punilhment. While Tem- 
ptation prevail’d, and the Waters over- 
flowed my Soul, the Stream was too tLl 

and. rapid to make difcoveries } but v. Sen 
the Flood fell, and all fettled, 1 faw clear- 
ly my Error, and what lay at the bot- 
tom of it. I found my Heart vain and 
Senfual, fet on the fulnefs and delights 
of the World} growing on that curled 
Root of bitternefs, C ove touficfs, which 
fprung up without my~ obfervance. A 
yice fo ftupifying, that the molt guilty, 
fcarce miftruft thcmfelves: It’s fharply 
cenfur’d by all, but few efcape it : We 
can hate it in others, beholding it preg- 
nant with the Abominations of Rapine, 
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Onpreffion, miftrult of Providence, and 
srofs Idolatry, with a large, &c. can li- 
berally in a third Per (on pafs hitter in- 
ve&ives againft it, but with great difficul- 
ty fee it in our felves but guild it ovei with 
wife and provident Appellations. 

I’ll endeavour to word every Panage, 
^as expreffive of what 1 felt, as may be ^ 
tho’ 1 fear, the molt of it will appear to 
fome, but as the llluilons of Fancy } to 
others, the meet force of Diftemper and 
to all, more or lefs, a Riddle, that have 
not bad fome experimental feelings of 
this kind themfelves. The Men ot Senle, 
as they afleft to be call d, are ready to 
folve all into the power of Imagination, 
refulting from the difo rders of the Blood 
and Spirits, with whom all is Enthufiafm, 
that can’t be folv’d by Matter and Moti- 
on. Too much Learning, or the conceit 
of it, makes them run a madding this 
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way. 

After fome anxious Thoughts about 
Temporal matters, the concerns of my 
Soul came more in View. I found 
an irrelifcible torrent of extravag ant Fears 
*’ bearing me down •, fearnfg^lill Teafhbles, 
the extremity of Difficulties and Dan- 
gers. I endeavour’d to argue my felf 
into better Temper, but found all refin- 
ance was as vain, as throwing my fell 
into the Sea, to Item the Tide. The 
Current of my Thoughts I felt invincible 
if I oppos’d it, the Waters fwell’d high- 
*'• er till they broke in upon me, with dou- 
ble force ; agd while I rah with the Stream, 
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I multiplied endlefly black Thoughts. 

Such prefhng Difficulties indicate the pow- 
er of Temptation, which fioon appear'd. 

I fell now into deep thoughts about the 
State of my Soul, and found all naught, 
and which was worfe, faw no hope of 
Recovery : that which faften’d moll on 
my Spirit, was, that I had received the 
Sacrament unworthily ; fo had eaten and 
drunk my own Damnation : Much was 
faid to me,as well as what I read in Arch-Bi- 
fliop Tillotfon , on that Subject, but with 
little effed : They abated fomething of 
the defperatenefs of the conclufion I form’d 
againft my felf, but ftill Horrors haunted _ 
me, Sleep went from me, and nothing but ( C- 
Death and Damnation flar’d me in the 
Face. 

Some Days paffing at this rate, I be- 
gan to fall into great Agonies, which a 
Friend obferving, advis’d me to confult a 
part of the W orks of Dr ; _Zre(ton. 1 fear ce • 
read a Page, but 1 Thet with a lively de- 
feription of fome Vices, with very fevere 
and unwary expreffions about Repentance . 
which fill’d me with defpondency. Now 
I concluded my State Remedilefs •, that 
God in his Providence pointed me to read 
my own Sentence, and now had finally 
Seal’d my doom. Juflly did God make 
me fee his Hand with amazement, who 
would not fee it in milder DifptnT fatl? 
oris', which reveald his difpleafrire. 

Now was I lock’d up in difmal Defpair ^ {( 
my Sins glar’d me in the Face like fo 
many Devils \ I was Day and Night up- 
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on the Rack. When I was about to 
fill my Belly, God threw in the fury of 
his Wrath-, when I thought my Bed 
Ihould eafe my complaint, he fear’d me 
■with Dreams, and Terrors of the Night ; 
his dread fell upon me and pierc’d my 
Soul. I was full of toffings too and fro, 
wifhing when it was Morning that it was 
Evening, and the Evening, that it was 
Morning. I was a terror to my felf and 
all about me. I was a Fear to my Friends 
and Acquaintance and feem’d a Butt for 
the Arrows of the Almighty } the Poifon 
of which drank up my Spirit. While I 
fuffer’d his Terrors I was diltra&ed } I 
loathed Life, and would have dug for 
the Grave, as a hid Treafure } but ftill 
as Life was a Burthen, the thoughts of 
Hell after Death were intolerable: Moll 
gladly would I have hid my Head among 
the Clods, would the Dull byt give me 
relt % but full well I knew. Death would 
tranfmit my Soul to what was infinitely 
' worfe than I felt, or could imagine. In 
this anguifh of Heart, and bitternefs of 



Soul , I reltrain’d Prayer before GocL-. 
reputing him my irreconcileable Ene- 



my. 

In this mournful Condition, I endea- 
vour’d to appeafe the fury of my thoughts, 
with fuch kind of Devices as thele. If I 
mull to Hell at laft j why Ihould I preci- 
pitate Life by gnawing Fears, that fret 
away its thread fo fall ? Why Ihould I 
not make as much of it as I can ? Life,’ 
as wretched as it feeras, may by fome re- 
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Taxation, become tolerable } fome Balm 
may be found to cure the Wound } or 
lome expedient contriv’d to turn the 
Stream of thefe hideous Thoughts •, that 
fome had been in as deep a Pit, who yet 
had been recover’d : However that my 
prefent Circumftances were good, com- 
pared with the State of Hell, the Com- 
pletion of all Mifery. But alas ! all this 
was but carrying a Lie in my right Hand ; 
the Edge of my keen Thoughts was turn’d 
a while, but the Fancy over, ’twas as 
lharp as ever : neither Phyfick nor Friends 
could cure or comfort, nor fo much as 
alleviate : The Means I ufed by an over- 
ruling Hand, contributed to my Diftrels; 
fome unforefeen Symptoms arifing from 
their Adminiftration, which prov’d a Han- 
dle to fancy to take hold of, to augment; 
my Mifery : This terminated in abfolute 
defpair for Soul and Body, apprehending 
Death approaching. And now ev’ry cran- LJ 
ny of Hope, even the laft . I had, was 
fhut up*, fuppofing Repentance, if polhble, 
that it mull needs come too late : This 
made me think my Self in the Suburbs 
of Hell } and how difmal my State then 
was, I think may be imagin’d as far as 
thoughts can reach, without real Experi- 
ence. How vain is it to attempt to * 
wreftle out of his Hand ? W hen he Units, 
none can open. 

I found that fadlytrue, a faithful Friend 
had predicted } viz., if 1 forgot God, the 
Time would come I Ihould tare my Hair 
for vexation. I reflected on this, with 
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ft range remorfe, when I had literally ful- 
fill’d it in the extremity of my Anguifh; 
not fparing my own Flelh in a Paroxifm 
of Indignation, at my extream Folly. I 
threw my felf into various Poftures, as ' 
one defperate, and at a lofs, how to 
exprefs the over-whelming horrors of his 
Mind. In Ibme of thefe painful Poftures, ij 
I refledted on the Torments of Hell, and 
comparing my prelent' uneafinefs with 
thofe exquifite Tortures of Soul and Bo- 1 
dy ^ I ftretch’d fancy to receive the 
more terrible Forms of Mifery $ then ad- 
ding to all that Hell of Hells, Eternity j 
I more lively compleated the Idea of that 
ever-burning Tophet. 

One Day as I was paffionately bewail- 
ing my felf, a Friend offer’d me a Book, 
adding good Advice, but alas ! I was 
pafs’d all. When read to, I wrefted all a- 
gainft my Self*, and when any put a Wea- 
pon into my Hand, I turn’d it againft my , 
own Bowels*, efpecially when terrible ex- * i 
v preilions happen’d, or I dip’d upon them, 
as I did often to my unfpeakable Terror; 

For when I met with thefe, I was per- 
fuaded God pointed to my Fate, fo con- • 
eluded my felf under unavoidable Wrath. 
.This is a ufual, but dangerous Practice 
t with many on the like occafion ^ avoid it . > 
therefore as a Snare and a Temptation: ? 

Sometimes Succefs has follow’d, but much i 
oftner has it proved pernicious j ClarK s ; 

Lives affords an Inftance of one that fre- * 
quently dip’d thus in the Bible, and fe- 
Yeral times met with words of Comfort, 
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as the Party repeated it ; but fhould any 
on this Prefumption attempt the like, and 
mifs the Mark, or hit upon the contrary, 
the Inference made will be defperate. 
Mrs. Honywood , after God had wrought a 
Miracle, to convince her of her unjultde- 
fpondency, was much concern’d file had 
Tempted God by fuch ' extraordinary Me- 
thods : TFe way of Duty is the way of 
Sa fety : Ralh Appeals and bold'Unpre- 

fcrib’d Adventures, are bold hazards, that 
generally fucceed accordingly. 

I ask’d Counfel of Spiritual Guides, be- 
fore matters came to this extremity, but 
difcover’d not the bottom of the Sore, 
for want of Humility to confefs my Vile- 
nefs ^ to give God Glory, by taking Ihame 
to my felf : For this I quickly fmarted, 

my Wound was ne’er fearch’d, but skinn’d 
over with foft Words, which fettering *, 
God open’d it with a very painful Cau- 
ftick. One Day as I was penfively walk- 
ing about my Room, I felt fuddenly dart- 
ed into my Soul, fome more immediate • 
Rays of Divine Wrath, as I thought, with 
inexpreflible horror-, expe&ing every Mi- 
nute to be frown’d to Hell. I could not 
bear up under it, my natural Strength 
and Spirits quite finking under its weight: 
The extremity of it, lafted not many Mi- 
nutes, otherwife it had abfolutely cru fil’d 
me, being utterly unfupportable.?* This 
drove me, and all about me, to the ut- 
moft Confufion, when they faw me quite 
over-born with intolerable pangs of Hor- 
ror, 1 ne’er felt any thing like this be- 
• ~ -- i -— fore 
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Fore or fince,but once, as I lhall after relate^ 
and pray God I ne’er may. It feem’d di- 
rectly to affeCt me, without the afliftance 
of my own Reflexions for then I made 
few or none, but was wholly taken up 
with the aftonifhing terror of the imme- 
diate Impreflion y and all my previous 
thoughts were but ordinary as to kind or 
degree. I had many times been harder 
prefs’d by thefe before, nothing of this 
nature following. 

This left me hopelefs, I fuppofing God 
bore his Teftimony from Heaven more 
immediately againft me, that therefore 
my Doom was irreverfible : I fpent the 
Remains of this Day in dreadful expecta- 
tions of final Execution, and that fpeedi- 
< ly : Satan charg’d me with one fiery 
' Dart after another incefiantly j fometimes 
filling my Fancy with dreadful forebo- 
ding •, fhaking at other times my Heart 
with Terror, that brought me into ut- 
moft confulion. I miftook thefe injecti- 
ons for the Notices of God’s Will, com^ 
mumcateo in dilpleaiure, tho I expected 

the Evil Spirit to be the Executioner : 

The Night I pafs’d much at the fame 
rate, in a frightful refllefs manner. 

Thefe direful Impreflions ftuck clofe 
to me, at leafl: the fenfe oTwhat had pafs’d ; 
which I copftrued as fure Indications of 
my utter ruine, which every Moment 
might be ccmpleated. Many Days and 
Nights thus fpent, it pleas’d God to' blefs 
the Ufe. of Opiates in ereatrMerqT} for 
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out longer, but dy’d I muft or fell di- 
j ft rafted. During this diftrefs, the Divine 
l lately mentioned, vitited me. I dar’d 
1 not, as formerly, to vindicate my Since- 
■t rity, tho’ I really then anfwer’d him ac- 
iC cording to the Opinion I conceiv’d of my 
if Self reputing nothing but grofs Hypo- 
's. crifie inconfiftent with it j as Thoufands 
® I fear do, to their utter undoing *, but 
It now my proud Plumes fell *, I faw more 
if of the rottennefs of my Heart. I was 
for holding fall my Integrity, tho’ nothing 
>( but meer Prefumption, as do many Hy- 
t pocrites, that little think themfelves un- 
E der that denomination , blindly plodding 
t on in formality, under the Power of fome 
p nnmortifi’d Luft. I made not a full Con- 
p fefiion to him, as I had to others, tho’ 
\ I had fufferedfo extreamly.O the hardnefs of 
t my bafe Heart, that requir’d fo many tough 
t wedges to rive it/ 

} Whenever I open’d my Mind to any 
, I could be free with } I found fome fen- 
; lible eafe, efpecially upon confehing and 
. aggravating my Ci'imes : which I defire 
l all to obferve, as well as how I fail’d in 
j my Confults, either under-doing, or over- 
; doing. I either neglefted, or depended 
too much on their Afliftances: Strange 
, extreams, very diftant, yet both I was 
t guilty of to a high degree interchangea- 
; and all for want of looking up to God 

I as I fhould. My Circumftances had a dreadful 
* Afpeft, and had not God upheld me fe- 
\ cretly with one Hand, while he prefs’d 
! me as it were to the Grave and Hell with 
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the others infallibly the Pit had quite 
fwallow’d me upland lhut her Mouth up- 
on me. But BlelTed be his holy Name, 
while he thus feem’d to frown me to 
* the bottomlefsPit,hiseverlafting Arms were 
{till under me. O the adorable Patience 
of a holy God, towards a froward, ob- 
ftinate, wicked Worm ! • 

As it pleafed God to abate fomewhat 
the fiercenefs of thefe Reflexions, at times 
I fell to reading j and t ook a peculiar 
Z em - affe&ion to a very devout, fpiritual Book. 
Tho’ I faw how far I was from Attain- 
' ments in the Spiritual Life there defcrib’d:, 
yet I read it with Angular Pleafure, and 
earneft defires of Conformity to the Rules 
projected : tho’ it deje&ed me, yet it kind- 
ly humbled me, making me loath the Fol- 
lies of my pafs’d Life. 

When my Fears ran high, the greateft 
diverfion I found, was in vainWifhes that 
I had liv’d better } that I had taken Warn- 
ing \ that I had not been what I was, 

but rather In any 'Body’s circinnftances 

than 1 my' own, tho’ the meanefi: j or that" 
I naanever been } at Tealt a Creature ca- 
pable of fuch a Mifery, as I fear’d I was 
now confign'd to. Tho’ thefe Thoughts 
kept off more terrible ones, yet they car- 
ry’d a peculiar Sting with them, and kept 
out more profitable ones : By fits when I 
felt any Truce, I fnatch’d at it, to im- 
0 prove it in earnefl: Prayer, more than at 
my appointed Food. When importun’d 
to attend the publick Service of God, hor- 
« ror took hold "of me ^ T dreaded the 
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1(1 1 thoughts of it *, but when T felt a re- 
,0 I taxation of the impetuofity of the Tem- 
I( ptation,I comply’d. 

1 1 Accordingly one Day I heard a Sermon 
to on the glory of the Refurre&ion, expref- 
fing very emphatically the radiancy of all 
the Parts of a glorify’d Body. Impoffible 
is it to conceive the cutting regret that 
t peirc’d my very Soul thro’ and thro’, when I 
it concluded I had for ever loft my Share in 
ft it : The Anguilh of this Thought gnaw’d 
ill my Heart all the remains of that Even- 
j| ing, with more pungency than the Fear of 
ift Hell had before. Now and then this Fire 
n burft forth in moft dreadful Expreflions, 
ti in Words and Gefture, to the Terror of 
il all about me. I now repented of the 
It time I had fpent well, for concluding my 
felf a Hypocrite, and a Caft-away } I ap- 
I prehendcd God was the more incens’d and 
’’ fevere with me on that account •, and the 
I fate of fuch pronounced in the holy Go- 
| f P el > increas’d my Diftrefs. 
t Let fuch confider this, who little value 
> Heaven more than a meer Refuge from 
F Hell : When they fully know what they 
have loft, ’twill prove no fmall part of 
the Torment they fear. And let fuch as 
1 trifle with God in the Solemnities of his 
Worfhip, and put him off* with the Husk 
| of dry formal Performances j let fuch, I 
fay, know, they truft to a broken Reed, 
that not only will fail them in their great- 
eft need, but pierce them thro’ with infi- 
nite Sorrow. 

While 
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While my Mind por’d only on one 
thing, it drove me to ftrange Extremities, 
and paffionate Expreffions •, but it pleafed 
God, my Thoughts now fhifted, which a- 
bated the keennefs of them, fo gave me 
an opportunity of changing Air. But alas! 
this was but a Ihort Truce *, Horrors re- 
viv’d, and every thing, I thought, preach’d 
terror to me. One Day reading the In- 
fcription on a Tomb that concluded with 
the Hopes of the Second Coming of Je- 
fus Chrift : That Thought ftruck me with 
inexpreflible twinges of Horror ; appre- 
hending him as a terrible Judge, whofe 
Favour I had for ever forfeited. I attend- 
ed the Prayers of the Church, but with 
utmoft Confufion, repenting my neglect, 
or trifling in Devotion conceiving I 
could gladly fpend the remains of my 
Days on my Knees, would but God ac- 
cept my Services and Ihine upon me. Could 
1 communicate the Senfations I now was 
under, as I do the relation of them. I’m 
fare they would convince the Hard Heart- 
ed’lt Sinner breathing. 

O how vaftly different are Mens appre- 
henfions about thefe matters, while wrap’d 
up in Security, or under the power of thefe 
Imprelfions ! how backward to Duty, and 
cold in it? At what a Diftance does the 
great Day and Judge appear in one Cafe 
as tho’ he would ne’er come? In the 
other, how is every Minute grudg’d, not 
employ’d in the one thing necelfary ? How 
like nothing does every thing elfe appear? 
What a nothing appears Time to Eternity ? 

How 
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How near does the Judge appear? e~ 
ven at the Door. God help us to im- 
prove thefe Viciffitudes to a Ready, con- 
Rant performance of our great Duty to 
the End. - - 

Here I fpent the weary Nights in telling 
the tedious Hours, and yet the Morning 
to me was but as the Shadow of Death : 
the Days I pafs’d in wilhings for loit 
Seafons, and prefent poflibilities } and this 
employ, tho’ fad enough, feem’d eafy to 
the fiery Reflexions of fome Paroxifms, 
I every now and then fell into. Every 
holy ufcful Man I envy’d, as the only 
happy Man: Great Things and Men Ide- 
fpis’d or pity’d: Such as feduc’d me, I 
malign’d and loath’d : My Mind was full 

oT odious Refle&ions on God’s Conduct, 
which 1 moft impudently cenfur’d, as de- 
ligning my Ruine •, ne’er confidering his 
admirable Patience and Lenity towards 
me. My prefent finart e 
of all his pafs’d Favours , and the wick- 
ed Apprehenfions I had, that he intended 
ever to fet me up as the Butt of his dif- 
pleafure, fill’d my Soul with rancor : That 
he only lifted me up with Advantages, 
to make my Fall the more deplorable. 
By thefe Suggeftions Satan four’d my Spi- 
rit, and fretted it with envenom’d Re- 
fentments, which often ifiifd forth in do- 
jorous. Gomnlaints . This occafion’d me © 
reluft at theTJifpofals of Divine Provi- 
dence, and at length to grow defperate,' 
as it were in Oppofition to it. Thus, I 
own, work’d mv vile Heart, ( which now 
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was a little' Emblem of Hell ; ) to the 
glory of God’s rich forbearance let it be 
recorded, and my own lhame. Lord lay 
not this Sin to my charge another day, 
for the holy Jefus fake. Amen. 

While I glanced over any encouraging 
Paflages in good Books •, or difcourfed 
them over, I was a little eafed } but im- 
mediately my Thoughts return’d to the 
old Current, when thefe little helps were 
over *, and fometimes with more violence, 
a Stream rufnes after conquering 



as 



Lome Obftrudions in its Courfe. I felt 
llrong delires of doing good, and being 
ufeful to others, in the midlt of all thefe 
terrible Storms that continually roll’d o- 
ver my Head j tho’ the terror of them 
hinder’d my applying my felf to any Me- 
thods. This is the ulfial way of the 
cruel Adverfary of our Souls, he firft whee- 
dles us into the lofs of our Golden Sea- 
fons, and only lhews us their Excellency, 
when the fenle of their worth can’t Pro- 
fit, but Torment. 

After a few Weeks thus dolefully fpent, 
I return’d back with much the lame Tem- 
per of Mind : Change of Places, and va- 
riety of means, had little effeft. I found 
no Plafter broad enough for my Sore j 
no refuge for a Soul purified with Storms 
of Divine Wrath, that follow’d me like 
Lightening : But Hill matters came not 
to that extremity my Sins deferv’d, and 
rny ftubborn Heart requir’d efFe&ually to 
humble it. 1 fcarce ever look’d on Fire, 
*>ut Hell flalh’d in my Face ; and Eter- 
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nity added to the apprehenflon, made the 
Thoughts intolerable. Time was a Bur- 
then from thefe horrors; and yet I faw the 
worth of it more clearly than ever • and 
when I faw any well Employ’d Ienvy’d 
their happinefs, and regretted with the 

mv own mi fe table Fate. 

I ftill made hut half Confeffions, in dif- 
guiling expredions ; for which reafon I 
doubt not, God kept me longer on the 

Rack, to make me accept of Mercy on 
any Terms. 

One Day I was perfwaded to divert 
my felf abroad after much intreaty, but 
every thing I look’d on ftruck Terror. 

It was a bright Day, but I being a Son 
of Darknefs, even the Light that chear’d // 
others, ftruck horror into me. I fpent 
the time in vain and eager Wilhes after 
the State of this and that good Man ; fo 
that what turn’d the Stream of more 
piercing Thoughts ftill tormented me. As 
I return’d home, I felt ftrange Impreffi- 
ons of God’s- Wrath darted into my Soul, 
that I thought purfued me like flalhes of 
Lightening. They leem’d to be dire<ft i / 
Rays ftruck immediately on my naked * " ‘ 
Spirit with unconceivable Torture, that 
quite over-whelm’d and amaz’d me. They 
were fhort, or they had been intolera- 
ble; no more to be born, than the Eye 
can bear the glaring Light of the Body 
of the Sun. I mention’d lomething of this 
nature once before: Thefe were the only 
times I felt fuch peculiar Gorufcations of 

G 2 Wrath, 
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Wrath, if f may prefame to call them fo. 
They were not the refult of fiery reflex- 
ions preceding as ufual, but appear’d to 
mj Senfe, as ! Storm of Wrath immedi- 
ately beating in on my poor Soul. This 
fill’d me with dreadful expectation ot fi- 
nal Execution *, thefe more immediate In- 
fliftions of Divine difpleafure, turn’d my 
Mind from thoughts that firft troubled 
me, which were fwallow’d up of them, as 
a Land-Flood is by the breaking in of 

the Se£i* 

Some time after, it pleas d God to give 
me fome confiftence of Spirit, by inter- 
vals. In one of them 1 walk’d abroad 
with fome Friends, # and was very folemn 
in my Difcourfe, aiming to do them Ser- 
vice : After this attempt, I retired more 
within my felf, and this thought fix’d with 
great force and folemnity on my Mind 5 
viz.. That Souls were continually paffing 
out and into the World, in fome place 
or other: and clofe thinking on this Sub- 
jeft, thro God’s Affiftance, had almpft as 
powerful an effect, as if 1 had feen all j 
and he has fince made it of Ufe to me, 
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blefled be his holy Name. 

I return’d home with an unufual calm 
• in my Spirit, and immediately fell to draw- 
ing up fome Rules to order my future 
P raft ice by *, refolding to leave the final 
State of my Soiil to God’s good Pleafure j 
and In the mean while devote my felf 
entirely to his Service : But God had not 

done with me vet, as I imagin’d* 

- # t " ' I was 
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I was not fenfible till now of the pre- 
dominancy of fome Vices •, nay, that they 
were at all in me •, and had any tax’d me 
with them, no doubt I had accounted 
them unreafonably cenforious.. O how de- 
ceitful and de fperatelv wickeaM s the Heart 
of Man ! a Comideration that fhould make 
us all vefy fufpicious of our felves, leaffc 
carelefnefs and conceit, fuller fome Vice 
or other inobfervantly to fteal in upon 
us, and work it felf fo fully into our 
Conftitution, till we lofe all fight and 
fenfe of it, as being fully of a piece with 
us. Finding my felf thus free tor a Day 
or two, I forthwith refoived to try Ex- 
ercife, and change of Air *, to confirm, 
what I thought fo happily begun. I flept 
well fome Nights, which I had not done 
for many Months pafs’d, fo fet forward 
leaving all to God. I had now a perfect 
cohfe’mpT'of "every thing, I formerly fet 
my Heart upon, I was only ambitious of 
being ufeful, and getting God my Friend 
and Portion, 

Travelling a few Miles in this teeming 
compofure, I began to feel my felf heavy } 
and that ftay given to my Spirit, gradu- 
ally withdrawing^ till at length 1 found! could 
no longer under-prop my Soul with the 
hopes and refolutions I lately conceiv’d 
and rely’d on : As I jog’d on, 1 felt my 
old Horrors bearing hard in upon me, 
but hoping to fhake them off, I purfu d my 
Defign. f he Day was cool, my Horfe 
eafy, my Body as before •, but all within 
began to be in a molt difconfolate hurry? 

* * * ■ - ~ p | im. 
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Thus I pafs’d the Remains of the Way, 
and can’t but fee a llrange over-ruling 
Hand of Providence, that my Fears lhould 
not drive me back again } being much near- 
„■* er home than the place I intended for} 
• and prefs’d Vhard with my old amazing 
Troubles : TheTi'alf ©f which would have 
hurri’d me back at another time. But 
God, it feems, had a Meffage to fend me up- 
on, which he forc’d me fully to difcharge, 
- to the infinite Terror of my Self and all 
about me: For being now out of the reach 
of a regular Management } matters were 
^ brought foon to extremity, to my farther 
' Difcipline, and others Inltrudtion } in which 
,#\gthe Hand of God remarkably appear’d. 
* . As I drew near my Journies end, nothing 
but Terrors fac’d me •, fo amazing, that 
I loll my way, tho’ well acquainted with 
■ it. I felt inexprelfible Anguifh and De- 
fpair in my wretched Soul, to that degree, 
that I could fcarce keep my Horfe. I was 
fill’d with an allonilhing fenfe of God’s 
Frowns, and Difpleafure } and to my ap- 
prehenfion, the Heavens leem’d to threat- 
en me, as if they would drive me into the 
Earth. This expreffion appearing fo fan- 
ciful, may occafion lome to drop a Smile, 
with a fuitable Cenfure : But let fuch 
ftrangers to thefe kind of Exercifes know, 
if they had felt but half what I did, 
they would be pafs’d jelling. I don’t fiip- 
// • P° r e any thing real of that nature, I ex- 
preis, influenc’d me } but only that fuch 
a leak was then vigoroufly and irrefifti- 
bly - imprefs’d upon me y which I believe 
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ho judicious Perfon, will think impoffible. 
I may feem a Barbarian to fome that read 
this, and other Paftages \ but fuch as have 
pafs’d a Sea of Troubles, and felt the Sting 
of fiery Serpents as they went through 
the howling Wildernefs of Diftrefs j they 
underftand the Language of Canaan *, to 
fuch I fhall fpeak in their Mother- 
Tongue. 

At the (hutting in of the Evening, with 
much ado I reach’d home • but with fuch 
vifible Confternation in my Countenance, 
as ftartled all about me. Every place 
look’d full of dread and horror •, I long’d 
for Reft, but dreaded Bed } I was no 
Company for any, but word; of all to my 
Self. I was mute in all Difcourfe, but 
clamorous within } I retir’d at laft, and 
thro’ God’s Mercy got fome Reft. 

I fpent the next Day in deep concern, 
tho’ with lefs pungency of thought : 1 
ftrove to ftifle and difguife it, but all in 
vain. The next Night I was reftlefs, and 
greater agitations follow’d that Day, which 
put me on thoughts of returning } but 
upon every fuch Deugn, I found my hor- 
rors redoubled upon me very unaccount- 
ably, tho’ very remarkably which at 
laft fear’d me quite out of all fuch In- 
tentions. 

Matters now grew worfe, and hafted to 
a confummation of Diftrefs. I was now 
fo overwhelm’d with defpairing Thoughts, 
that I refus’d to rife till Noon. A reli- 
gious Perfon coming to my Bed-fide, en- 
deavour’d to encourage me*, telling me 
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this trouble would turn to a fpiritual Ad- 

■« • 1 I 1 ' m»inip jmiiij j, I * 'gS?*'' •* ' 

vanta ge, which thro ucd s infinite Mer- 
cy ppSJ-dLfo^ to whom be eternal Praife 
thro Jefus Chrift. I got up at laft in great 
bitternefs ' of Soul, refilling to eat, or be 
comforted, i made heavy charges again ft 
my Self} Defpair overfpreading my Soul, 
extorted Confeffions to my difadvantage, 
but no relief: Juftly did a holy God buf- 
fer me to be expos’d and tormented by 
that} I would not feafbnably acknowledge 
to my own Eafe and his Glory. 

I was prevail’d upon, tho’ with great re- 
luftancy, to go to Church : I had a very 
mean opinion of the Party that Preach’d, 
having ever obferv’d him ft range! y per- 
functory in all his Performances •, running 
the Prayers over without reverence or de- 
cency : But now filch an awe was ftruck 
on my Spirit, as tho’ I had heard a Voice 
from Heaven, till Terror and Aftonifh- 
ment poflefs’d every part of me. The 
greateft part of the Difcourfe 1 apply’d to 
my Self, which came with fuch irrefifti- 
ble force upon my Mind, as I ne’er felt 
before or fince. I concluded God fpoke to 
me by the Preacher’s Mouth, and fign’d the 
Deftruction of my Soul and Body by fome 
expreffions, then providentially made ufe 
of: They were very emphatical, fuitable 
to my Circumftances, p orte nding peculiar 
infliaions of Pimiflim efitsT with terrible^ 
aggravating afcu mlFaHWS, both as to Lofs 
and Pain } but above all, the power with 
which they prefs'd in upon me, was ft range! y 
singular. None can imagine or I exprefs,the 
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twinges ofutmoft Defpairl then felt; leaving 
me perfe&ly difmay’d and confounded ; 
as if I had no Life left in me ; expecting 
Death and Damnation every Minute, by 
fome Judgment or other. 1 forbear par- 
ticulars to prevent tedioufnefs ; I lhall on- 
ly add : Others were affected with fome 
Pallages as relating to me ; which they 
acknowledged to me at my return very 
unadvifedly; it adding much to my con- 
fufion. 

From this time, I continually expected to 
be made a fearful inftance of divine Yen- ' 1 
geance. All follicitations and Advices, had 
not the leaf; effect, to affwage my Grief. 

I Ihunn’d Company, but could not bear my 
own Thoughts ; the fhadow of Death 
and Hell feem’d to hover about, and en- 
clofe me ; efpecially after the reading of 
a Sermon that Evening, fome prefs’d me 
to hear. ’Twas wholly on Temptation, 
urging the avoiding the occafions of Sin : 
Row guilty they were that thro’ negleft 
of this Duty, or by bold precipitate ven- 
tures, thrull themfelves into the Mouth of 
it, how juftly they were deferted by God, 
and left to the fwinge of their Lulls, and 
the rage of the Devil. This and much 
more to the fame purpofe gaufd me ex- 
treamly. 

The Door feenfd quite lhut before ; 
but now barr’d and bolted by divine Com- 
milfion, 1 was confirm’d in thefe Senti- 
ments as irrelillibly, as if I had been cer- 
tified by the Voice of God from the Clouds. 
/All the i 
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lively and furprizing, both ip their nature 
and circumftances ; but were fatten’d up- 
on me with that force of impreflion, as is 
inexpreflible. 

I heard thefe two Sermons with more 
Terror than the Jfraelites the Thunder at 
the delivery of the Law : They exceed- 
ingly fear’d and trembled ; but I fear’d 
till my Heart like Nabaf s dy’d within me, 
and became like a Stone for ftupidity. I 
thought the Almighty had pafs’d Sentence 
as a Judge, and that I was arretted by Sa- 
" tan, the Executioner of his Wrath. This 
was the firft time I was apprehenfive of 
his Agency which was, and ftill is as evi- 
dent to me, as this is a Pen, I’m now wri- 
ting with : and what quickly follow’d put 
it pafs’d difpute \ as one aftion confirms 
another, when things of the fame nature 
are repeated, tho’ with different circum- 
ttances. 

1 lay the greateft part of this Night in 
the Contemplation of all the Forms of 
Torment, an active fancy could devile \ 
the refbl t of which, was defperate uncon- 
cernednefs. I believe this ftupid State was 
, . order’d bv a kind hand of Providence, to 
keep me from quite over-fetting. In this 
Pofture, at break of Day, I undauntedly 
put by the Curtain, with full expectation 
of feeing the Devil. It pleafed God, I 
faw nothing, tho’ the Evening following 
1 felt too much of him, to my infinite 
Terror, and of all about me. 
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Finding the Night and Morning pafs 
thus contrary to my fad forebodings, I 
began to refume a little courage: but im- 
mediately ftrange conceit s obtruded them- 
felves upon" me/TilT"at*lafl: they center’d 
in one more terrible than the reft. It 
may fuffice to intimate, they all tended to 
compleat the Idea of my Mifery, and make 
me fuppofe my felf the very white of the 
Mark of Divine Vengeance. I had no Faith, 
at leaft in exercife, to repel thefe fiery 
Darts in this hour of darknefs and defpe- 
rate aflaults ; but the blefied God, 
molt mercifully, tho’ invifibly, flip- 
ported me. Thefe thoughts were in- 
jected to fill my Spirit with rancorous re- 
fentments againft the ever Bleifed God ; 
my Mind was chafed with hideous Pafiions 
and Repinings, fretting impioufly againft 
the Almighty ; imputing that to hatred 
and feverity, that fprang from Love and 
kind defigns full of Pity. I curs’d the 
Day of my Birth after fome torturing re- 
flexions on the Juftice and Mercy of God ; 
which I faweily cenfur’d ; feldom looking 
back on my paft mifearriages, but to left 
fen them, by comparing them with others; 
thereby erecting a Stock, to graft foure 
prejudices and centimes upon. I caught at every 
accident to blowup conceits, awifcftrength- 
en’d the Delufion : In thefe terrible agi- 
tations of Mind and Body, I fpent this 
forlorn Day, all expreffive of inward A- 
gonies. 

All this was but a prelude to whatpafs’d 
that Evening. Towards the decline of the 
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Day, I was more reftlefs, till at length 1 
fell into furprizing Tranfports, wild Po- 
ftures, extravagant Expreflions j all con- 
curring to exprefs my inward Convulfi- 
ons. I no fooner betook my felf to my 
Chamber, but I plainly difcern’d, I was 
aded by another Spirit more than my 
own : Such ftrange Emotions in _ Soul 

and Body enfued, as perfedly convinced 
me they were preternatural ; the fenfe of 
this made me defperate, and my behavi- 
our was accordingly, both in Language 
and Action. 

’Tis in vain to attempt a Defcription 
of what I felt within, at this time •, and 
were the livelieft given, it could not be 
receiv’d in any proportion to the reality of 
the thing. It may fuffice, what outwardly 
appear’d fatisfy’d the Perfons prefent ful- 
ly of the true caufe of all that then pafs’d. 
I had read and heard enough of Satan’s 
Power in this kind } and in this Illnefs 
had been caution’d about it : But alas ! 
the notion of the thing, lay very loofe 
and unheeded in my Mind •, as it is, I fear, 
but a ufelefs Opinion with too many that 
acknowledge it : But now ocular Infpe- 
dion could not afford me clearer evidence 
of the thing, than my prefent Senlations ; 
and the •Pfferations they concluded in. 

This dreadful Paroxyfm, lafted near an 
Hour : the Fire of Hell was thrown into 
my Heart, and burft out at my Mouth, 
and affeded ev’ry Member. Satan was 
now winding me up to the higheli pitch, 
to exprefs his envenom’d Malice againlt 
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poor Souls, and his implacable hatred of 
the ever blefled God, and his All-glori- 
ous precious Chrift the very pinnacle of 
his curfed Defign ; which he finilh’d with 
fomething furprizingly Arrange. This a- 
ftonilh’d all about me, but my wretched 
Self much more, as privy to inward E- 
motions, and circumftances of Aftion, o- 
thers could not obferve , tho’ the more 
obvious part of the Scene, fill’d all with 
amazement. 

For fome weighty Reafons, 1 fliall men- 
tion the Words and Paflages, but in ge- 
neral Terms } not to fpare my felf, but to 
prevent fome ill Ufe might be made of 
them. At the thought and naming them, 
my very Heart, Hand, and all within and 
without me, fhould tremble. And I fo- 
lemnly beg of God, for Sweet Jefus’s fake, 
that thofe Words and Actions may ne’er 
be imputed to me another Day. For tho 1 
all that pafs’d was againft my confent ; 
yet my Sins having given my. Enemy an 
advantage againft: me j I may juftly fear ; 
I’m fo far refponfible for what then was 



tranfafted. 

In fhort then, the prime Defign of the 
Prince of Darknefs, feem’d very remark- 
ably levell’d againft the mofi adorable JE- 
SVSf the holy ever bleffed SON asthe 

only SAV10VK of the World, while he actu- 
ated my Tongue in fome Blafphemous Ex- 
prelfions, peculiarly againft that Bleffed One. 
There was fuch a concurrence of Words, 
Geftures, and other ftrange circumftan .es 
of Aftion confpiring to this Hellilh Event, 
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without the leaft precedent or concomi- 
tant thought or intention of my own ; as 
demonftrated all to be pure Devillifm ; 
and all my movements to be meerly Me- 
chanical, as aded by a foreign Principle. I 
Was not at all fenfible of the Tendency of 
the various Tranfadions: what harmony 
or fubferviency the Parts had one to the 
other, nor what they jointly drove at till 
the full completion. My perception of 
things were as clear, as at any time \ and 
I was very fenfible I was not my own Ma- 
iler. Upon the very firft extravagant 
Motion, I felt my felf plainly in ill hands % 
and dreaded in general the uplhot of the 
matter \ but was without the leaft privi- 
ty, as to the particularity of the Defign \ 
till it came to the laft finilhing Strokes % 
which gave me a proof that carried with it 
the force of a Demonftration. 

I pray God, fuch as rejed reveal’d Re- 
ligion, and entertain low thoughts of Jefus 
Chrift, may ferioufly confider this Paf- 
fage. Satan fights not againft his own 
Kingdom : What he levels his mcft in- 
venom’d Darts at, after a long feries of 
artificial Preparations, we may be Pure is 
a matter of no fmall confequence: What 
the Father of Lies with fo much Induftry 
and .Sagacftf, attempts to run down with 
the imputation of falfity, we have great 
* Reafon to believe is one of the brighteft 
and moft beneficial Truths. He fought 
now neither with great nor fmall, but 
with the King of Ifrael ; the allufion is 
plain, and the defign of it needs more 
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snhoneft Heart, than any Comment. If 
any Deift or Unbeliever perufe this Pa- 
ragraph, let it confound his curfed Te- 
nets, or let him know alTuredly, here’s one 
Teftimony more fliall fhortly rife up in 
Judgment againft him to ftop his Mouth 
for ever, with refpect to any pleas and 
Excufes ; when he lhall hear the Sentence 
of eternal and intolerable Wrath* pafs 
upon him from the very Perfon he now 
vilifies and denies ; if he obftinately and 
finally perfevere in his execrable Infide- 
lity. Let the weak Believer aflame cou- 
rage m reading there Lines, and extraft a 
Cordial^ to his Faith out of this Poifon ; 
as Blefled be God he has, that now ex- 
horts him to it. So eafy is it with God 
to bring Light out ofDarknefs, and Hea- 
ven out of the very center of Hell. 

Begone thou foul peltilent Fiend , haft 
thou the impudence to deny Him, whofe 
very Name makes thee tremble? Save thy 
felf if thou canft, from the Wrath and 
Power of that Saviour thou wouldft de- 
ny : Down to thy Chains of Darknels, 
which referve thee to the Terrors of the 
great Day } in the mean while I know 
thou believeft and trembleft. Thou info- 
lent Apoftate Spirit ; I here, in the Face 
of the Sun, abjure thee j and all thofe vile 
Expreflions thou forc’d upon me. I dis- 
claim, with utter abhorrence, both thee 
and them, in the Prefence of God, An- 
gels and Men ; and here confefs JESUS to 
be The Chrift, the Son of the Blefied, of 
one Subftancc with the Father, God over 

all 
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all Bleflecl for ever, the only Saviour of 
the World; in whole mighty Merits and 
Interceflion, I repofe entirely all my Hopes 
of'SaTvaUonT^T^nyjlf't'fi & 

Power that Ihortly will compleat thy Mi- 
fery ; in the mean while, may thy wicked 
Devices return upon thy own pate-, and 
to exprefs the greater deteftation of thy 
execrable Defigns, were it lawful. I’d ufe 
that Tongue thou once abus’d to Blafpheme 
Chrift, the Son of the Bleffed to pray thy 
own Prayer backward ; even that jefus 
would torment thee before the time. 

This dreadful difpenfation being over, 
forae fedatenefs for a time follow’d, tho’ 
I concluded my Cafe w r as defperate.l betook 
my felf at length to Bed, in abfolute de- 
fpair. All now forfook me, pitying me 
at a diltance, as one abandoned by God, 
and conlign’d over to Wrath; fome inti- 
mations of their Sentiments of this kind, 
they drop’d at parting ; all which, with 
much more to the fame purpofe, confirm’d 
me in my defperate Conclulions. 

I kept my Bed all the next day, none 
coming near me, but fuch whofe attend- 
- ance was necelfary : In this miferable 

plight, I lay expefting the worft that could 
befal me. ’Twas thought fit to takeaway 
fome Blood ; and a Vein being open’d, 
the Chirurgeon faid, he ne’er felt any fo 
hot before, as out of a Caldron ; ’twas 
his very expreffion; which made me con- 
clude my State w r as hopelefs. I now fel- 
dom pray’d for my Self, but one coming 
into my Room, I ask’d him to pray by me, 

which 
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which he refilled, for Reafons bell known 
to himfelf; tho’ I defire to have a very 
charitable Opinion of him, and the reafons 
of his denial. 

*\ 

I fpent this Night in hideous fanfies a^ 
bout future Torments, that crouded in 
upon me- having firlt fpent the Day in 
continual Agitations of Mind that confu- 
ted my Flelh and Spirits: So fharp was 

my Blood, that fome parts of my Body 
were excoriated ; but alas ! the anguifii my , > 
poor Soul was in, left no room for re- 
garding any bodily wants or pains. 

One of a very diforderly Life, pay’d t 
me a Vifit : he had feen me before in 
the. depth of my diftrefs; the fight of 
which much terrify’d him, and brought 
him to ferious reflexions. Thefe toge- 
ther with the fad fight of my wretched, 
circumftances, after a little difeourfe, drew 
from him this glorious confelfion, very pa- 
thetically exprefs’d : viz.. “ Oh there is a , . 
u molt glorious God, and one Hours com- * 
<c munion with him, is worth a World. 

This cut my forlorn Soul thro’ and thro’ ; 
to think what a God he was getting an In- 
terest in, and I had loft for ever : Seeing 
hirnin this difpofition,I defired him to pray 
with me, which after a little boggling 
he did. His Prayer was exceeding lhort,. 
and ran chiefly upon this Petition; that 
God would prepare us for all the fad chang- 
es that might happen before Morning. 

I his 1 knew related to me ; I perceiv- 
ed his apprehenlions of my cafe were 
defperate, and fear’d his exprelfions were 

H Ominous* 
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Ominous; over-ruled by God to declare 
the tatal lirue of all. Thefe thoughts u~ 
niting to make one Impreffion, drove me 
to my wits end ; till amazement andjQute. 
•y pidity relieved me. 

Thus did God hem me in on all fides, 
14 with his waves of unfpeakable Terror : 
One praying, t’other refuting, equally 
tormented me : God fhut me up and I 
could not come forth, till his pleafure re- 
leas’d me : none could help me now, nor 
hinder me then : While he was againlt me 
I found every thing elfe was; and when 
He appear’d for me, ev’ry thing aflilted 
me. Let fuch as run to their little fhifts 
in diftrefs, confider ; if they profper, ’tis 
a Gurfe: If God defign them good, he’ll 

, , ne’er leave them, till he has whipp’d them 
* home from their Idols ; as a tender Fa- 
ther do’s refractory Children. My Com- 
forters were all like Job s, fuch as ftrove 
moll to drop Oil into my Wounds, let 
fomething flip ere they had done, that 
more exafperated them; and others let 
fall fuch defpondent expreffions, as made 
them ftink and corrupt. 

This Acquaintance of mine, foon wore 
off this bright Conviction, and grew worfe 
than ever ; the fame fate attending Con- 
victions as does Afflictions ; whom they 
foften not, they harden ; which State per- 
Jifted in; is a fire preparative for Hell : 
The Drofs unpurg’d by the refining Fire, 
becomes fuel to feed the Flames of the 
infernal Furnace for ever. A Learned Di- 
vine ex prefies htmfelf thus ; “ In all the Bi- 
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“ bIe > t ^ 0 ’ Jt be a Hiftory of more than 
t , 4000 years, we read of but one, that 
was Converted juft before his Death : 

cl 1 - n r ^ e believe be did convert at 
his fir ft convincing Call : Rarely do a- 
ny favingly convert, who do not upon 
their firft Conviftions. St. Anfim ' s fti- 
ned Convnftions coft him dear : and Spi- 
ras cafe is well known. And 1 my felf 
am another Precedent, who fear’d often 
God would have made me a fecond Spirit 
in my end: In my Diftrefs I expeded it* 
and nothing ran fo much in my Thoughts 
as that fhortly the miferable conclufionof 
my Life, would occafion a new Edition of 
thaf Title. I dare not fay as this Learn- 
ed Man does ; for I found God exceeding 
Merciful in renewing Conviftions. The 
beft ufe we can make of it is • to pray 
and ftrive to improve every one given 
u /b as not knowing but the firft may be 
the laft-, but ne’er to defpair on fuch a 
confideration. 

A poor illiterate Man, was now the 
cmef of my converle : who often gave me 
encouraging Advice ; which, tho’ meanly, 
and fometimes fcarce intelligibly exprefs’d, 
yet God bleffed it j as I hope he will him 
for his chantable Dcfign. God crowns 0 
fincerity with fuccefs,and triumphs in blef- 
fing weak Performances. 

I perceiv’d my Lungs began now to 
be impair’d } I felt a continual irritation 
there from lharpnefs of Blood } fo alfur’d 
my felf, I could not laft long. And I’m 
fatisfi’d I could not have held out at tft» 
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old rate many days longer, had not God s 
Providence interpos’d. But my extremity 
was God’s opportunity •, the firft turn was 
now given to my Recovery, tho 1 P 
ceiv’d it not till many days after. Some 
nfeful Company now vifited me, and 
I was ftill under' gloomy apprehensions, 
and broke now and then into great fits ot 
Paffion; yet by continual Difcourfe they 
kept my thoughts from preying upon me, 
as they did "before without intermiffion. 
With much ado they work’d off' the tei- 
rible impreffion, the Sermon before men- 
tioned fix’d upon me, Talk made me 
reply and this altercation afforded fome 
relaxation to the bent of my thoughts G 
mv Mind roll’d from one mournful Ob- 
ject to another, till I tumbled into an 
apprehenfion, 1 had committed the Sin a- 
gain ft the Holy Ghoft. Tho’ this Fear 
prefs’d me hard with the fenfe of its un 
pardonablenefs -, yet fhifting prov d my 
advantage •, till it pleas’d God to blefs 
me with fome confidence of Spirit : Not 
but that horrors fhook me by fits, but the 
keennefs of my Thoughts for the molt 

part, were alleviated. . _ 

In a little time it pleafed God, after fome 
tolling thoughts, to begin to fcatter this 
dreadful Tempeft. The difmal lhades ot 
this horrid long Night beean to^v^lh > 
and the glorious Son of Righteoufnefs an- 
ting with>alingia.-his Wings, the blef- 
leT'bfight Hay began to dawn to my re- 
lief. For which free and furprizing Grace 

eternal Praifes be afcribed to God and 
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the Lamb that fit upon the Throne for ever 
and ever. 

If any poor trembling Soul be difinay’d 
at the terror of Lome paffages pafs’d, as 
apprehending himfelf obnoxious to the 
fame Difcipline and Danger ; let him ral- 
ly his Hope and Courage, by refle&ing 
fea fo nabTy '“on the boundlefs Power and 
Goodnefs of God •, that con’d and wou’d 
relieve fo defperate a Cafe, if any on this 
fide Hell may be call’d fo. Let this In- 
ftance of infinite inexprefiible Mercy, pre- 
vent Defpair in all, while they do but live 
a nd^ breath. I conclude in the Words of 
the Apoftle, if without Prefumption I 
may apply them to my own State. Howbeit 
for this canfe I obtained Mercy , that in me 
fefus Chrift might jhew forth all long-fifer- 
ing for a Pattern to them which Jhould here- 
after believe on him to everlafling Life. Now 
unto the King Eternal , Immortal Invifible , the 
only wife God , be Honor and Glory for ever 
and ever • Amen. 

Before I make fome Reflexions on what is 
pafs’d, I fhall here infert a PalTage that 
flipt my Memory. Had it occurr’d to my 
Thoughts in due order of Time, it Ihould 
have been mentioned fooner \ but as it 
tends to illuftrate the Juftice of God in 
permitting matters to come to fo great 
extremity, take it here as follows. 

When 1 firft remov’d for change of 
Air, at the latter end of my ftay there, 
in a defpairing Agony 1 form’d a Refolu- 
tion between^God and my own Soul, with 
great earneftnefs % that if he reftor’d me, 

9 jj ^ - ' ... 1 would 
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I would diligently avoid all occafions 
thofe Sins by which I had moft dilhonor- 
ed him, and entirely dedicate my felf to 
his Service. 

But alas / no looner had God taken off 
his Hand in fome degree, and given me a 
little breathing, but 1 ventur’d into Com- 
pany I knew had prov’d a fnare to me : 
I went with a real defign to talk ferioully, 
and did fo accordingly. But in a little 
time the Enemy got an Advantage, and 
by his impulfes brought me to the very 
point of Ruin : But it pleas’d my compaf- 
ilonate Lord and Matter, that has all Pow- 
er in Heaven and Earth, to flop me in 
the midft of my Career, and by the men- 
tion of the fweet name of Jefus, that 
then happen’d to be made. Hop’d me at the 
very brink of the Precipice : not that 1 
fuppofe any Magical Charm in that 
Name, tho’ a very lovely and delightful 
one ; but that he himlelf made it opera- 
tive, as he did his Look to St. Peter. 

Tho’ God re leu ’d me thus, it colt me 
great regret, when I came to reflect on 
the breach of fuch folemn Engagements, 
and the enfuing guilt and danger. O the 
deceitfulnefs of my falfe Heart ! Ihould a 
living Man complain, for the Punilhment 
of his Faults, after fuch a Provocation? 
Or any wonder Heaven purfues Per- 
jury, with remarkable vengeance ? How 
many are free apiong the Dead, and loft for 
lefs offences? How juftly might the divine 
Vengeance have made an utter end of me; 








C 10? p 

and hung me up in Chains for an Exam- 
ple to all bold Offenders? ’Tis of the 
Lord’s Mercy alone I was not confum’d j 
1 molt freely acknowledge it to the glory 
of his molt amazing Patience, after 1 had 
loaded him with my Sins, as a Cart is 
prefs’d with Sheaves, in the Language of 
the Prophet. God fpar’d me endlefly, and 
did not ftir up all his Wrath, when 1 
was ripe for Excitlon. O never enough 
adored Goodnefs/ 

Obferve here the folly and falfity, bound 
up in the Heart of Man •, above all things 
deceitful and defperately wicked : Sufped 
thy own, fearch and refearch it, and thou 
fhalt find one abomination hid under a- 
nother, even to abyfles. If Jealoufie be 
requifite any where, his here : Not to be 
jealous here, is to be fearlefs of Ruin } 
above all keepings then, keep thy Heart 
for out of it are the Jffues of Life as the ‘ 0l 
Wife Man declares. If good Intentions 
are no fure grounds of fecurity in ap- 
proaching the Avenues of Temptation ; 
how will Vows and Refolutions fnap like 
Samp f on’ s Withs, in all fuch Adventures, 
as are meerly grounded on Humor and 
Prelumption ? When Experience has ihewn 
us fully and repeatedly our danger, and 
we engage again.lt the occallons of it by 
folemn Promifes, we mull exped redoub- 
led A Arndts from Satan, to dip us in fu.ch 
double dy’d Guilt, as It proves if we fall 
into it and confeqneytly no prrtences 
whatfoever Ihould preyail upon us , to ap- 
1 d " ' “ K 4 proach 
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proach the Verge of it, lealt fome unhap- 
py Spark catch upon our Tinder, and fet 
all on a Blaze : If in any cafe, Duty by 
Proxy be allowable, ’tis Purely in this. 

I fhall add one very memorable Obfer- 
vation more, to the Praife and Honor of 
the fuperabounding Grace, and Mercy 
of my ever blelfed Lord and Mailer, which 
is this. That notwithftanding my many 
moil heinous Provocations, and the length 
and violence of my Temptations, yet du- 
ring the whole Procefs to the Period , I 
ne’er was under the leaft motion or Polli- 
citation, to make away my Pelf. I remem- 
ber not the leaft thought that had any 
tendency that way •, which here I acknow- 
ledge was a moft peculiar favour, entire- 
ly flowing from the bound lePs compaftions 
of the ever blefled God, whofe Nature 
is infinite Love. I mult own, I deferv’d 
not the leaft Pity, but the contrary. I 
therefore aPcribe it all, from the very bot- 
tom of my Heart, to his merciful inter- 
pofition } and regifter it, as a Specimen 
of his exceeding fpecial Condefcention, 
lince few or none ePcape it, under fuch 
preffing circumftances : And many, O, too 
too many have of late quite fallen by it. 
And conlidering the length and ftrefs of 
my Temptations, that ran thro the great- 

Life and the laft and 
itrongeft enduring many Months ofF and 
on, in its terrible onfets* F fay, duly 
confidering thePe and many other circum- 
ftances, my cafe appears ftrangely lingular, 
and tp my Pelf amazingly prodigious. And 

lince 
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fince I can’t exprefs my felf in terms 
becoming fo fignal an occafion, let what’s 
inexpreffible be expreft, as belt it may, 
by blent Wonder, and folemn Adorati- 
on. 

Having faithfully related matter of fad, 
I proceed to fome Ihort Refiedions. Some 
flips there may be as to niceties of Time, 
tho’ I endeavour’d to be pundual, that 
matters might appear in a timer Light *, 
and fome things of lefler moment I omit- 



ted, to bring all into a Idler compafs. 
As for being impos’d upon my felf ; fuch 
as prefurae fo, after an impartial refledi- 
on on what follows, are left to their own 
Sentiments. I obtrude nothing with an 
air of confidence on any Man ; let every 
Jll an be fully per funded in hts own Breafi. 

My bulinefs here, is not with unreafon- 
able Men, that have not Faith ; I leave 
them to the fenfible Proofs they demand ”, 
which I’m fure they will have firft or laft. 
To whatpurpofe is it to attempt to an- 
fwer the Cavils of fuch, which are as end- 
lefs as their Humors and Fancies ? Whofe 
intereft it is, not to believe any thing of 
this nature ”, at leafl they conceive fo * 
and therefore refolve not to believe ; but 
by fophiftry and confidence, to baffle the 
brighteft Convidion, and look Truth it 
felf out of Countenance, by the force of a 
fturdy Refolution. The whole Clan of 
Materialifts, Scepticks, Deifts, fneer at all 
Shays of this nature; burlefque and pelt 
them with their mechanical Phrafes, and 

little pert Sayings. AH the return I fhalt 
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make to their fleering Sarcafms, is. That 
for Men to laugh themfelves to Death, 
in fad, is no Soljecifm ; and that I have 
feen poor Wretches go grinning to Ex- 
ecution. 




Thefe Men receive no more Imprefli- 14 
ons from Difcourfes of this nature, than 1° 

Flints do from Seals. And there’s ano- Ip 

ther fort, as unftable as Water ; who, l[l f 
like that, no fooner receive an Impreffion, | 
but lofe it. Curiofity leads both fome- w 
times to peep into ferious Books, to meet I 
with a Scratch for their Itch, not for Cure, i 
but Pleafure. I wiffi I could hope, the I 
worft that’s likely to befal fuch, is, to 
meet with a dilappointment. i 

Tis for the fake of the real Chriftian ° 7 
to fatisfy, as I’m able, the judicious and 
inquilitive j to Arm and Strengthen the 4 

Weak •, to Comfort and Encourage the I 

Pou bring and Defpondenp who, I 1 
hope, by God’s Bleffing (‘which l earneft- 1 
ly implore) will receive the impreffion I 
as Wax does from the Seal. Good Peo- 1 



pie, tho’ they believe the agency of the 
Devil in fome cafes, ar.e yet too apt to 
overlook it in many^ and confequently 
don’t fo oppofe him as they might. 

I’ll freely acknowledge the great pow- 1 
er_ of Fancy and Melancholy j that many i 
things are juft ly imputed to the natural 
prevalency of that Difeafe, and ram pan- 
cy of that Power : That when jit’s com- 
plicated in this manner, and Imagination 
is aded by the difovders of the Blood 
3nd Spirits, ft.range and ridiculous things 

•JUS jj 
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■1 have been believed and perform’d ? This 
i-l and much more 1 freely aflent to, and 
' l| yet I’m bold to fay, that in many of thefe 
^ cafes, Satan is alfo very bnfy, tho’ of- 
ten infenfibly : He loves to fifh in troub- 
i led Waters ; thofe are his choice!! nicks to 
^ do the greatefl mifchief with moll Succefs, 
ef| i becaufe with leal! obfervation cunningly 
9 I blending his poifonous Infinuations, with 
f the natural operations and effefts of Dif* 
>4j eafes, by molt, not at all fufpefted. 
i! For proof of this, confult the many 
k dreadful Temptations, grafted upon a Me- 
| lancholy difpolition , whether from Tem- 
i,j perament natural or adventitious ; by 
■Crolfes, Difappointments, &c. in the 
ill World. Some fear Want in the midi! of 
is Affluence j and fome Die for fear of Dy- 
| ing : Some in defperate fadnefs, whine 
» and groan away their Days, when they 
,j mifsof what their Hearts were fyt upon: 
t Others are continually tormented with 
I black and defponding Thoughts, till they 
j turn their own Executioners. 

| Go in any of thefe cafes, or the like, 
l which are endlefs, to a Divine •, and he’ll 
. fend you to the Phyfician ^ which, tho 7 e- 
ver ufeful when matters are at this pafs ; 

I whether the diforder begin in the Mind 
, or Body, becaufe they immediately a fie ft 
, one the other mutually , yet we know all 
■ Methods of Phyfick are frequently baffled , 
, till at length the Phyfician remit his Patient 
. to his Ghoftly Father,to fettle theConfcience. 
f I wiffl this charge again!! fome Divines, 
jtiay fall upon fewer, than I fear it does, 

and 
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The People be- and that more Phyftcians were implead- 
ing as much a ble upon the part that concerns them. As 
over-prone ignorant unthinking People are apt to 
afcrihe natu- m jfl-ake; fome natural Diftempers, for 

rai the Devil what’s fupernatural : So the learned are 
2 many Phy- as ready to run into the oppofite extream, 
ficians are to and account Philofophically for the ftrang- 
afcribe diabo- eft appearances. 

Heal dijlem- When matters are come to this deplo- 
ys/ and vex- ra bi c p a fs, that neither Counfets nor Me- 
atiom to Na- di came nts, have any effect } then the Cafe 

e Mvfl feemS OUt ° f d ° llbt > that the Part y iS Un ' 
of Godl der ftrong Temptation : But when God 

f, i> ; ■ » "renders either of the means, or both, con- 

jun&ly fuccefsful ^ all difficulties are then 
ufually folv’d, by the Laws of Mechanick 
Powers, or the meer ceflation of the un- 
eafy reflections of the Mind, which tho ; 
in great part true, as to the more imme- 
diate Caufes^ yet the more remote, tho’ 
focial and powerful, I mean the injecti- 
ons of Satan, are frequently over-look’d, 
by a cuftomary non-attendance, by too many. 

I’m not fo vain as to fuppofe ^ that thofe 
l now addrefs my felf to, deny nr wholly 
over-look diabolical Operations : But 

what I drive at is this*, that in Idler in- 
difpofitions, and Temptations of this kind, 
Satan’s agency is too little thought of, and 
natural means too much cried up and de- 
pended on, tho’ in due place, they cer- 
- tainly have their fubferviency. Proper E- 
vacuations. Alteratives and Opiates, I 
found in my own Cafe very neceflaryand 
ufeful : To rejeCt then the Means, telling 
the Phyfician he can do them no Service, 
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5 becaufe Confidence is out of the reach of 
tl Medicine, as is the ufual cuftom of too 
e, P many, is foolifli and ridiculous. Some 
)eri| defpife Means, others dote on them ^ both 
are extreams very faulty and dangerous, 
and tho’ fo diftant, yet they often beget 
one the other, thro 1 Humane frailty : The 
,, one tempts God, the other neglefts him . 
li i The one nullifies the Creature, the other 
’* Idolizethit: The one will have God 
•fc at his beck to work Miracles, and change 
rt !" the courfe of Nature to relieve him } the 
A: ot h ev w in have nothing to do with him, 
kii hut pi ns his Faith entirely upon fecond 
sail Caufes ^ is not the medium clear and plain? 
M as evident as the Light ? How often are 
rffi thefe prepofterous Methods blafted, that 
A God may vindicate his Honor, and Men 
irti receive Inftru&ion? 

on! ’Tis eafy to conceive what extremities 
Id the ferment and fury of the Blood and 
etl Spirits naturally bring upon us •, and what 
toot ufe an invifible Agent may make of thefe dil- 
df 'orders by injecting his fiery Darts, like Oil 
ii to the flames, to encreafe thecombuftion. All 
ill know how powerfullyOpiatescheck thefe ex- 
| orbitant Motions: And it is as eafy to 

A conceive how foreign Suggeftions and Im- 

1 preffions, mull abate of their Vigor and 

i Efficacy, for want of thefe occafions, efpe- 

d cially if we fuppofe a parity of applica- 

l\ tion and influence in both Cafes, which 

l is rationally to be fuppofed; be ca ufe let 

! Nature be in the heft plight poffible, it 

i Satan’s Commiffion be enlarg’d, we know* 

he can quite pervert it, as in the cafe o 
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and lb act his part to the utmoft 
extent. But we know he can’t budge a 
, Hairs breadth beyond Divine permiffion 
to our great comfort and only fafety- 
and therefore to fuppofe him to proceed 5 
arbitrarily, and encreafe his Onfets at plea- 
fure ; is to beg the Queftion in this cafe, 
and leave no room for Argument. 

So Sceptical are fome, that they’ll be- 
lieve nothing but what they fee; fo de- 
ny the exiftence of Spirits. For the fame 
rtafon they may defire to fee with their 
Ears, hear with their Eyes, and under- 
ftand by the Motion of their Hands and 
Feet ; Spirits naturally being as unfiiita- 
ble Objects to our Senfories, as this flip- 
ped tranlpofition of Faculties and Ob- 
jects, is to the regular State of Nature; 
They may be intimately prefent with us* 
without our Cognizance; unlefs they af- 
fu me Vehicles, or otherwife accommodate 
themfelves to the capacity of our Senfes. 

thers entertain fuch grols conceptions 
ot them, that they can’t conceive how 
they mingle themfelves with their Spirits ; 
as if the Devil could not aft but where he 
appears , and finds room to fhew his Clo- 
ven Foot, and wag his Satyrs Tail. Some 
again, have fo criticiz’d and fubtiliz’d 
upon their nature, till they have forgot 
the danger they were in from their O- 
perations; and in the ilfue have only puz- 
2_Ied themfelves and others, with a few 
aiery ulelefs Notions. The profitable know- 
ledge_ of thefe things, confifts chiefly, in 
conceiving them as Adive, Mifchievous, 
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Imperceptible Powers ; and in arming a- 
gainft them accordingly. The holy Spi- 
rit in Scripture, gives us very life ful 
hints but none to gratify curiofity ; which 
we have fmall reafon to expedt, fince that 
firft ruin’d us, and gave Satan the Power 
he has againft us. 

He is flailed there the Red Dragon -, to 
denote his Bloody cruel Deiigns. The 
roaring Lion , going about feeking whom he may 
devour ; to exprefs his Strength, Fierce- 
nefs. Terror, and Activity in deftroying. 
The old Serpent ; to fignifie his craft and 
experience, to circumvent. The Prince of 
Darknefs ; infinuating his clandeftine me- 
thods. The Prince of the Power cf the 
Air; hinting their Dominion, Numbers, 
and Complotments. Are fmall matters 
couch’d in thefe Terms? Do fuch expedi- 
tions as are mention&d Eph . 6. 1 1 , to 19. 
infinuate fmall difficulties and dangers ? 
We are there alfo furniffi’d with a com* 



& pleat fuit of Armor to oppofe them ; and 
with Inftrudtions how to ufe it: ’Twill 
e| be very conducive then to our fafety, 
ip® to ftudy and improve our Skill by Exer- 
W rife : To prepare in Peace for War ; left: 
ill we be at a lofs for Weapons or dexterity 
I to ufe them, when the time of Adtion 
$ furprifes us. Add to this the reading 
ty of fuch Books as treat of thefe Subjedts : 
rf And here take the advice of experienced 
ft Champions ; fuch as Bifhop HatL Capel, 
Gi mialL Gilpin, &c. "where 'Ireafures of 

0 are to be met with. The ad- 

1 vantages our Enemies have againft us, as 
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great as they are, yet fhall dot riiine us ; if 
Jami 4; 7. we follow the Advice of the holy Ghoft • 

to refift the Devil ftedfaftly by Faith •, 
1 Pet. 5 g > 9. to be Sober and Vigilant ; to draw nigh to 
God., &c. then the Promife runs, he will 
Rom. 16. 2 q. flee from yon. And the God of Peace fhall 
brnife Satan under your Feet fhortly. Which 
Promifes under the Broad Seal of Heaven 
are a blelfed ' Security. 

Whether Melancholy begin in the Mind 
or Body fir It, as certainly it does in both 
very varioufly •, it continues not long a 
rneer natural Difeafe, unlefs in fome very 
peculiar Cafes ; where God may for wife 
Reafons reftrain Satan; which it may be 
feldom, if ever, happens wholly : that when 
God don’t thus interpofe, he infallibly 
lome way improves the opportunity ; thefe 
Seafbns being handles for him to lay the 
falter hold of us. 

That when God differs this ; ’tis for our 
Sins ; whether in the Good, for their 
Chaftifement and Improvement ; or in the 
Bad, to awaken and amend them ; or as 
God’s Executioner, to torment them before 
, the time. 

That God’s holy Spirit convinces us of 
Sin, &c. by routing Confcience, blazoning 
God’s Wrath, and fetting his Terrors in 
array againft us ; holding the Eye of the 
Soul glaring on its Guilt; its multiplicity 
and aggravations; God’s juftice and hot 
Difpleafure. 

Upon this naturalConfcience trembles, and 
Itings the Soul with fiery Reflexions : Thefe 
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agitate the Blood and Spirits, which in 
a little time pervert the cotirfe of Nature ; 
particularly filling the Fancy with endlefs 
Scenes of Horror, which renders the Dif- 
eafe complicate. 

Upon all comes Satan, inje&ing his fi- 
ery Darts without intermifTion ; aggrava- 
ting Sin ; filling the Mind with defpair- 
ing, jealous, hard thoughts of God j re- 
prefenting him inexorable, Sin unpardon- 
able, Hell and endlefs Torment, infup- 
portable and unavoidable : fixing the Idea 
of a black and difimal Eternity, with all the 
Schemes of Mifery the Fancy can devife - 
till the Soul, quite amaz’d with fueh a 
load of Wrath, finks into the utmofi: *De- 
fpondency ; ready to diflolve at the ap- 
prehenfion of fuch an Ocean of Milery; 
and if God fupport not the poor Wretch 
invifibly, it lies down in anguifh for ever : 
This renders the Cafe confummate. 

Innumerable are the Preparatives which 
Providence imploys, as introductory to this 
fad condition : All fox'ts of Affli&ions, na- 
tural Temper, great Guilt, a fleepy fecure 
Life, which when thus alarm’d affords in- 
finite ltore for the Worm of Confidence 
to feed upon. 

Satan feems more intent upon our e- 
ternal Deftru&ion, than our prefent Tor- 
ment ; tho’ where he can, he attempts 
both with utmofl: Malice. 

He difturbs not Men in their Sins ; but 
is willing all lhould run glib and fmooth 
while they are his Vaflals, and advance 
his Kingdom; but if they are rouz’d by 
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any awakening Providence % he then plies 
every Oar of diligence to lull them afleep 
again, by Diverfions, Company, or Plea- 
fures. But if they refufe this Opium ; 
will be ferious, and make towards Heaven ^ 
then he’ll harrafs and terrify them } ra- 
king deep into the dunghil of their wick- 
ed "Hearts, to blalt their Hopes, and nip 
their Endeavours 5 and fo by his infernal 
Sparks, attempts to Fire the Soul till it 
burn down the Lamp of Life j and by 
the weight of final Defpair, plunge to the 
bottom of Hell. But for finch as are out 
of his clutches, they lhall be fure to feel 
now and then fiome fcratches of his Ta- 
lon^s ^ at lealt his poifonous Breath, which 
tho^ it kill not, will yet be very offien- 
fiive. This is the reafion why fo many 
holy Souls, are continually teis’dand baited 
with his curled onfets } while the Wick- 
ed pals their pays merrily without check 
or controuly a Cafe too common to flip 
our obfervation. Thus far in general. 

I lhall glance at fiome particulars. 

How fair a Conviction did God give 
me very early ? And how fignally did he 
repeat it ? - How juft and kind too was he, 
to bring on Troubles, to awaken my lleepy 
Soul ? To fpend fuch variety of Colt and 
Care, to cultivate fo relty and untradta- 
ble a Creature ? How might he have curs’d 
me once for all, by throwing up the Reins 
of Government upon the Keck of my wick- 
ed Will and Defires ? 
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My Temperament was naturally Sanguine, 
the reverfe quite to Melancholy • but guilt 
bred tear and thoughtfulnefs, which in 
time pervert the natural crafis of the Blood 
and Spirits ; thefe fet Fancy on work to 
hatch and multiply more ; which like a 
Stone call into the Water, propagates cir- 
cular undulations endlefly : Much more 

when Satan’s permitted toftrike it; How 
will Wave rife upon Wave, till we ftart 
at our own lhadows? This was my Cafe, 
thro’ the greateft part of my Life; and 9 
tho’ a lamentable one ; yet was it wifely 
ordered and over-ruled by God. 

I endeavour’d to rally all the Forces of 
Reafon and Refolution, againft the Legi- 
ons of them rebellious Shadows, but they 
often mutined and refus’d Service ; nay, 
often went over to ftrengthen the Ene- 
my. How eafily does a weak Man fur- 
prize a ftrong one a Sleep ? How does 
the Body grow ftrong by Exercife ; and 
the faculties of the Soul by frequent O- 
perations ? On the contrary, all languifh 
and droop under floth and negleft. To 
what a predominancy then muft Fancy 
rife, under continual employ, while Rea- 
fon rufts out in difufe ? If an eaiie Mafter 
keep not up his Authority, how foon will 
a bold pragmatical Servant gain upon him, 
till he domineer and tyrannize? 

The Fancy, all allow, Satan may inter- 
fere with, by his Suggeftions and Impref- 
lions : And thus he may trouble, cloud, 
and ftrangely affeft the higher Powers of 
the Soul by this proximity. Tho’ God 
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alone has a Key to the Heart-, yet when 
permitted, he can knock at the Door, ob- 
serve Anfwers by effects, operations, 
and many paftages that come within the 
reach of his Obfervation : All which he im- 
proves with the utmoft Skill and maligni- 
ty to our detriment. He continually folli- 
c-ts for thefe accedes, and our follies of- 
ten encourage and give him an opportu- 
nity to prevail: Strange power he had 
over holy Job, upon his challenge, by way 
of trial of his Integrity •, and much more 
we may fuppofe God may allow him in 
fome kind or other ; while we unnatural- 
ly renounce Allegiance to our rightful 
Lord, and fubmit to aU furper: Tempt the T y- 
rant, to tempt and Torment us ? by bold 
Preemption and fottifli Security. And 
when he afts not his rage with open vio- 
lence, he often vents his Malice more fi- 
- lently and inwardly, but no lefs fuccels- 

fully. 

’Twas juft for a holy God to give me 
up to Satan’s Tyranny, when I threw off 
his eafy Yoke, and the government of my 
Self-, that I might read my Sms in my 
Sufferings, as in fo many capital Letters. 
When the foft Voice of Reafon, God s 
Word and Spirit were neglected, Gomel- 
ence clamor’d. Fancy fet in and eccho > d 
Wo, continual Wo, of all forts : This made 
the clamor doleful, and almoft perpetual. 
When Confcience was gagg’d, Fancy rav dj 
an unweildy and ungovernable Power, nei- 
ther to be brib’d nor muzzled till at 
length God thundred from Heaven upon 
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me, and Satan led me to open Executi- 
on. I doubt not but he ply’d me with 
thefe falfe alarms before, that he might 
beat up my quarters with the more Suc- 
cefs, and fall on where I was weakeft 
hoping fometime to carry me by Storm, 
under covert of thefe falfe attacks ; which 
indeed he very near effeded : Ever di- 

verting my Eye from feeing, and taking 
up the Root of the Gontroverfy between 
God and my Soul ; the only true method 
of lafety. 

_ Had all this been the meer produce of 
diforders in Nature, and the thence refult- 
ing Vibrations of the Phantacy, tho’ I al- 
low their concurrency : I fay, had all 
thefe been purely Mechanical, the Difeafe 
growing inveterate, had fcarce been cu- 
rable, at leaft, I’d been very fubjed to^ 
a Relapfe. But after Means had been u- 
fed long without Succefs, any farther than 
as to abatement of the violence of fome 
Symptoms ; nay latterly had quite in a 
manner been left off} then thro’ God’s 
aftonilhing goodnefs I recover’d in fuch a * 
fudden furprizing way, as indicates plain- 
ly whence the deliverance came. And for 
a farther Proof, and to my great comfort, « 
1 fince have continu’d free for many Years 
i uccel fivelv, almoft without tfse leaft mo- 
ieftation" which before I could fcarce a- * 
void for a few Days : What did affed me 
of this kind, to any degree of concern ? 
was but for a few Minutes, 
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Any that obferve the various Paflages 
of my Life paft, will plainly perceive a 
gradation of Sins and Judgments •, which 
center’d finally in a defperate complies- , 
tion of Sin and Mifery, with the utmoft 
danger of what was infinitely worfe. 

The Heavens lower’d long before the 
Storm began : God’s Lightning preceed- 

ed his Thunder : He convinc’d and warn’d 
before he ftruck home- When I contriv’d 
by carnal Mirth and Company to divert 
nneafle Thoughts % the Clouds thickned 
and gathered "the falter upon me : More 
peculiarly Hill after venturing on the oc- 
cafions of great Temptations, after Warn- 
ings, Vows, Reproofs, and frequenting 
plays j where God arrefted me with his I 
Terrors molt remarkably, upon the very | 
Ipot. il 

A ’ 1 unimprov’d, brought on thofe Thun- 
der-Claps, that ftruck me to the brink of 
Hell. My Lulls made me forget my Du- 
ty to approach my Lord’s holy 1 able 
and after, when I complied, I prepared fo ' 
carelefly, and drew near with fuch a for- 
mal, unbelieving, unfanttified Heart ^ as I 
have often thought, did in a fpecial man- 
ner draw down his Vengeance ^ and won- 
dei ed it did_ not utterly confume me 
I’m confident it has many. i 

How juft was God in pointing me to 
that confounding Sentence, by a peculiar 
Providence, to leave me no room for 
hope, whenl took Sanftuary in thoughts of 
longer Life,inltead of immediate humblings , 
What fo overwhelm’d me,wasbut a crude, 
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unguarded Expreffion, that might eafily 
have been feen thro’. But he mult under- 
ftand Heavens difpleafure at his Crimes, 
who reads by the light of a Ray from the 
Sun of Righteoufnefs, when he is very 
angry. My vain hopes about Futurity, were 
fpun out of the bowels of Fancy } and Fan- 
cy fwallow’d them up quick immediately : 
O the Juftice of God, and the.Folly bound 
up in my Heart ! 

I fmarted the more I’m confident, for the 
neglect of paterna l Advice • let the Re- 
bellious conlider it, and know alfuredly, 
God may be a flow, but will be a fure A- 
venger of any degrees of fuch unnatural 
contempt. 

What I may fay appertaining to thole 
dreadful and peculiar Horrors I related 
above, as happening to me but twice in a 
lingular manner •, muft be with all humi- 
lity and modefly, as becomes me on fo aw- 
ful an occafion. I dare not determine a- 
ny thing, but only exprefs what my Ap- 
prehenlions were, while under the into-, 
lerable preffure of them •, and fo leave 
the Reader to his own Judgment. 

I choofe rather to attribute them to the 
angry Frowns of the Almighty, the diredt 
Rays of his Wrath, than the agency of 
Satan , not only becaufe the apprehenfion 
of his immediate hand in them, fatten’d then 
ftrongly on my Spirit, but becaufe the 
Scriptures very much favour fach a 
Conftru&ion, and fo abundantly, as needs 
wo quotation* 
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r' I know Scripture and Experience teftifie 
Satan to be the Executioner of God’s Ju- 
Pfal. 17. J 4 - ftice, and fo may be called God’s Hand, 

as wicked Men are : And the Rod of his 
ffai. 10 . 5. A n ger, and the Staff in their Hand , his 

Indignaion : But notwiftanding, David and 

Heman in the depth of their X?iihtels, ex- 
prefs themfelves-as having to do with God 
immediately •, as appears from many pa- 
thetic exprelhons in fome Pialms. After 
all, let the difpenfation be mediate or im- 
mediate, which I dare not determine ^ this 
I’m fure of, the fenfe of it is intollerable, 
and time will be much better {pent in le~ 
rious endeavours to avoid it, than criti- 
cally to pry into the nature and manner of 
fut it. ' If thus from Satan, it agrees with the 
cy Jk 4 it Notion of a Learned Man, who compares 
cmpKi. In ilia the Bufferings of Satan to Iharp Stakes 
fbrafi allufio perfecutors ufed to torment Chriflians to 
fit ad Judes Death by. 

illas affu- The f owre hard thoughts I entertain- 
hfqs quious e( j 0 g q oc ^ Dealings and Defigns, I 
f '• r ' rn ' " U Nt qn e ft i 0 n not but Satan had a great hand 
C Siftiavo. in them: Firft injefting them, and then 

rum : fharpening the Edge of my own Refledti- 

fudem fignifi. ons, by keeping them in continual agitati- 
att fraacu- on. I had been too great an Enemy to 
tcm. Dr. At- Free-Grace, at leafl in the praftic No- 
rowfm.t^a. t i on of it, and had thwartled much in 
Sacr>p. 187- clifpute againft it, for the fake of the po- 
pularity of the Arguments of the adverfe 
Party- And now God fullered the Tem- 
pter to impofe upon me the belief of final 
Reprobation, as to my felf, fa the fevp- 
reft fenfe. ■ * 




ettlj 



s Hul 

,fi 

ml 



refs, r 
wtl 6 
lany ■ 

5, I 
tC Of; 
lillt;( : 

A® 

ntiti 

lain 

m 



I 



it® 



all 

til 



C in ) 

How juft was God in fuffering my Sore 
to fefter , and run in the Night ? to ufe 
the Pfalmift’s expreffion - , while 1 refus’d 
to have it fearch’d to the bottom - , labou- 
ring to skin it over by half Confeffions, 
till at laft in my Pangs and Agonies, as 
tho’ extorted from me, I difcover’d it to 
a very unfit Perfon, who afterward pub- 
lickly made fport with it in his Cups and 
Company. ’Twas the very Party that made 
that glorious Confeffion in my extremity 
about the Bleflednefs of Communion with 
God, preferable to a World. O the dread- 
ful Ingratitude of that poor Creature to 
his God and his Friend / God forgive him, 
and have Mercy on him for Jefus’s fake. 

Thatftrange pacatenefs, which laftedfeve- 
ral Days in the midft of my Illnefs, indicates 
more than meer Nature^ was the Root of the 
Diforder •, and that fudden feeming Cure 
that encourag’d me to take a Journey, and 
the great Change enfuing when half way , 
with the ftrange Imprelfions that follow’d, 
confirm the fame. Riding and a fuppofed 
agitation of Humors, were fo far from pro- 
ducing this alteration, that the fame Ex- 
ercife has fometimes reliev’d me : The Vi- 
gor Thoughts drove in upon me with their 
continuance, and what follow’d, with ma- 
ny other circumftances, prove abundant- 
ly what I drive at : befides fuch an Effed 
was no way proportion’d to the fuppofe- 
able Caufe, and had fcarce any affinity 
with it: My Body was well purg’d. Al- 
teratives us’d ", and upon fuch Preparatives, 

px^rcife, this efpecjally is allow’d rather 
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to brighten, than cloud the natural Soi- 
rits. 

God convinc'd me of my Folly, in over- 
valuing or defpifing Inftruments, and not 
looking enough to him, who works as he 
pleaies j who can Malt the belt, and make 
the meaneft effect the greateft things ; as 
1 found now by fad, but very fenlible 
experience. 

That ridiculous Fancy obtruded with 
fuch violence upon my belief, convinc’d 
me, who was in great part the Author of 
anany tormenting Imaginations, which I 
formerly reputed the meer effect of the 
Spleen. 

I had feen many years before, one un- 
der the anguifh of Defpair } his Body ma- 
cerated, his Vifage dreadful, his Adtions 
and Words terrifying and amazing: One 
of his Expreffions was this ; “ Were my 
<c Flelh torn from my Bones with red hot 
“ Pincers, ’twould be Eafe compared to the 
“ anguifh of my Mind. I made no ufeof 
this fair warning, till God caff me into 
the Furnace, to feel what I did not enough 
believe, viz., how terrible Guilt, Tempta- 
tion, terrors of Confcience, and the Wrath 
of God were. 

All thofe ftrange Words, Actions, Sen- 
fations, that brought me to fuch extremi- 
ty ; are a full proof what Power Satan 
bad over me: I as firmly . believe it as if 
I had feen him *, and have as full and de- 
monftrative a proof to my Senfe, by fome 
extraordinary Operations 1 felt, but can’t 
to the Life exprefs : as tho’ he had ap- 
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pear’d to me. How can this reafonably 
be fuppofed imputable to the activity of 
Fancy, wound high by fear and expediti- 
on ? If this were a juft Plea, why was not 
the effeft anfwerable, in the very Method 
Fancy prefcrib’d and expedition fuggefted? 
which is ever the natural I flue of all fan- 
ciful Motions. 

If this be true, as doubtlefs it is, and 
mult be granted by all the Rules of Ex- 
perience, ever the belt Guide, as being 
the genuine procefs, and moft apt and na- 
tural conclufion of all the Movements of 
Imagination ^ why then did I not fee the 
Devil, which I fully expected, but feel him, 
which I ne’er thought of? The Provi- 
dence of God fo order’d it, as quite to 
crofs the Stream of Fancy •, a thing never 
known, when that is the foie Agent. 

Whence came all thofe Arrange Expteft 
lions, Geftures, Operations, Influences, all 
exactly confpiring to fuch a fad End and 
Defign, as would plainly appear by a re- 
lation of particulars ; • and that without 
the leaft previous appreheniion ot any luch 
matter either in general or particular? 
And yet that all thefe Paflages lliould or- 
derly fucceed one another, till they cen- 
ter’d in fuch a malicious Event? I he 
Matter in all its particularities and cir- 
cumftances, I hinted in the Relation but 
in general terms * but were the Reader as 
fully appriz’d of the thing as it was in re- 
ality I would not queftion his aflent. 

The 
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The whole Scene was fiill of the molt 
hideous fpiteful Blafphemy, that the Wit 
of Men or Devils could devife : And tho’ 
the Heart of Man be pregnant enough 
with wicked nefs, yet I can’t conceive it a- 
ble to vent fuch things at random, that 
carry fuch a Face of exquilite Contrivance, 
and moll malicious Defign : at the fame time 
horrors and reludancy expreffing them- 
felves with the utmoft deteftation of the 
Fad. 

Many Years before, I had an’ itch upon 
me to fee a Spirit, as they ufually Phrafe 
it : How juftly then might God now have 
given the foul Fiend commilfion to have 
made his appearance, to my infinite Ter- 
ror? What a Monfter is Unbelief and 
Curiolity ? To what dangers do ■ they ex- 
pofe us? Should God grant all our mad, 
foolilh Wilhes, we need no more to ruin 
us : but Praifed be his holy Name ; in 
Judgment he remembred Mercy: Tho’ 
he fullered him to exprefs his rage other- 
wife, yet he reltrain’d him in this Point : 
Tho’ the other Method is no lefs real, 
yet this was more formidable ; and as cir- 
cumftances then flood, might have undone 
me had God permitted it. Notwithftand- 
ing I defire to read his Juftice in what 
happened, for my idle Talk about the 
Devil ; declaring confidently Temptation 
to be more from the Devil within; as 
many do, who have no more pradtic fenfe 
of his Being and Opera tlous, than as if all 
related of him, was a mere idle Story : For 
this, together with my former curiofityj 
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I believe God now chaftized me ^ as well 
as for my many other grievous Provo- 
cations. 

Men of loofe Faith and Morals, upon 
Difcourfes of this nature, will often, in a 
carelefs manner, pretend to thank God 
they never faw any thing worfe than them- 
felves •, when their Lives and formal way 
of exprefling themfelves, intimate they 
are fo far from any fenfe of luch a Mercy, 
that they rather feem thus to exprefs their 
Infidelity and Prophanity. Much more 
boldly, will fome difclofe their Opinions, 
even with infolent demands and feoffs, ex- 
preffing the confidence of their Unbelief 
in this kind. Satan has fall hold of fuch, 
and will ne’er attempt to undecive them 
till it’s too late: To which purpofe Wie- De p rit y?,y 
rus has a memorable Paffage, which he oem.p. 596. 
had from one prefent : An Exorcift made 
fome bold challenges to the Devil, being 
put to a Hand in fome Enterprize: The 
Devil anfwered in Latin : Quern plena jure 
in poftremo die poffidebo , quid opus eft ilium 
tent are ? 

Let none fay, 1 lay all on the Devil in. 
the Myftery of Temptation *, I difclaim fuch 
pretences. This would look like a piece 
of felf-juftification, loathfome in the fight 
of a holy jealous God : No, we may falfly 
accufe him, but never thereby vindicate 
our felves. St. James tells us plainly % 
that a Man is tempted , when drawn away of 
his own Luft and enticed : And certainly 
we have corruption enough within us to 
ru ia us, were there no Devil without to 

tempt 
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tempt us. But then it muft: be own’d, 
if we hoift Sail, he’ll be fare to fill it with 
a brisk Gale. If we ftrike Fire by the 
collifion of luftful Thoughts : either at his 
inftigation, or from our own natural 
promptitude \ he’ll without fail blow the 
Coals and fpread the Fire as the Wind 
does the Flames, till they confume us and 
all about us. 

Cruel Bloody-minded Men, are like 
thofe among the Tombs poffefs’d with De- 
vils, exceeding fierce, fo - that none can 
come within their reach with fafety : 
Whence came elfe thofe hellifh Torments 
Perfecntors in all Ages have devis’d, that 
a Fiend con’d fcarce outdo them ? And 
what are impure Libertines, but Gaderene 
Hogs poflefs’d by unclean Devils, hurry- 
ing them down Precipices, into the dead 
Sea of impurity ? Call this Pofleflion, 
Obfeffion, or what you pleafe, he has full 
Power over them, to draw them into all 
Dr. MooreV Wickednefs . What a Learned Man fays 
Mffi. ofGodl. of fome giddy headed Hereticks, is ap- 
f. hi. plicable to thefe Men : tc I dare fay, a Man 

u may find out a greater number of true De- 
<c moniacks among them, than Chrift or his 
“ Apoftles are faid to Cure. 

Thus by degrees , are Men led Captive 
by Satan at his pleafure. And who can e- 
jeft the ftrong Man arm’d, till a ftrong- 
er than he come ? None can refcue any 
out of the Clutches of this Leviathan, but 
the Arm of the Almighty. ’Tis certainly 
his great Artifice to keep us in Ignorance 
@f his Power, and our Sins that expofe 
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us to it. We can’t fuppofe Conviftions 
come from him, who loves to keep us nod- 
ing in fecurity : It’s the Office we know 
of the holy Spirit defcrib’d in Scripture j 
but when that Bleffied one ffiines with a 
llrong Ray into a dark guilty Soul, what 
a Hell of Torment is there in the Confer- 
ence, till he reveal the only Remedy, Chrift 
Crucified ? And now it’s Satan’s feafon 
to aggravate Sin, to accufe and exafperate 
Confidence : A poor Creature can fcarce 
bear the weight of the Reflexions of his 
own Mind \ and if Satan now T be permit- 
ted to mix his Brimfione with the Fire 
of Confidence, how will it {mother out 
the laft {park of Hope, and foure and 
canker the Soul, with impious Thoughts 
and hatred of God himfelf? 

1 now expeft the fate that attends Nar- 
ratives of this kind. It’s now a days be- 
come faffiionable to doubt of thefie mat- 
ters : Weaknefis and Credulity being of- 
ten imputed to fiuch as do but hefitate. 
If they don’t immediately explode all as 
Dream and Fancy, they are rank’d a- 
mong the Simple, that believe every thing. 
To appear lingular out of the modilh 
drefs of the Times, fome think derives 
oblervation and contempt. l his makes 
fome of good Char after, affeft the Terms 
of the Men of Senfe ^ to make too bold 
with the Language of the Sceptick Party. 
The World is full of Wickednefs and For- 
gery } many idle Stories have been trump’d 
up and obtruded upon credulous People, 
by weak or wicked Men •, and becaufe 
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there is counterfeit Coin, fome fcruple 
good Mony. If Men will aft thus unrea- 
sonably, I’ll take comfort and acquiefce in 
the faithful difcharge of my Duty. 

Others again, to leave no Stone of In- 
gratitude unturn’d, will retort and fay, 

I have taken pains to expofe my Self. ■ 
But let fuch know without farther reply; 
that I have received too much at the Hand 
of the BlefTed God, to flick at building his 
Honour on the Ruins of my own. Do 
thou that fiandefi , take heed left thou fall ; 
he not high minded , but Fear , let the Advice 
of the Holy Ghoft foften, if it prevail not 
quite to Hop the Mouth of thy Cenfure. 
Remember there are dumb Devils as well 
as noilie ones, and many are led captive 
by them, that hear no gingling of thei* 
Chains. Devils don’t always tare Peo- 
ple they Poffefs, tho’ fometimes they do 
at their departure. ’Tis their interelb to 
conceal their Being and Power as much as 
may be, unlefs on fome fpecial occafions 
they are forc’d either by an over-ruling Hand 
of Providence, or in the Execution of their 
Fury. 

I doubt not but the Devil had a 
hand in idle Stories of his own Appear- 
ance ; or that of Ghofts, as ufualiy term’d; 
on purpofe to confound what has been 
real of that kind : A dexterous Exploit, 
in which he certainly finds his Earnings ; 
many on thefe falfe Rumors, being more 
confirm’d in their Sadducifm ; and many 
good People become fhaken in the Praftic 
Notion at leaft of thefe things : Wicked 
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Men aft in this Caie quite contrary to 
what they, do in Lying : They tell Lies 
fe long, till they believe them true \ but 
accounts of Apparitions, till they believe 
all faife. But O my Soul, take heed the 
impure Spirit return not, and find the 
Houfe fwept and garnijiPd , and he take unto 
him f even voorfer Spirits than himfclf \ and fa 
thy lafi State he worfe than thy firfi. Lord 
Telus, who haft all Power, prevent it, I be- 
. feech thee, for thy Mercies fake. Amen. 

Men generally run too deep into Me- 
chanical Principles in their folutions of 
feme Symptoms incident to cafes of Me- 
lancholy, and feme in this and every thing 
elfe, approve themfelves perfeft Materia- 
lifts. As the Atomick Philofophy is of 
excellent life in the explication ofthe Phai- 
nomena of Nature, when God and his 
Providence are taken in \ but without them 
the rankeft nonfence , fe in all Melancho- 
ly cafes, Phyfick and the Sons of Art, 
are of admirable ufe, if jult allowances 
are. made, with fuitable Provifion for dia-' 
bolical Temptations \ but without them in 
moftcafes,tho’notall,bothAgentand Patient, 
will find themfelves miferably in the dark. 
Mr. Greatrax the Stroaker, in his account 
of the Cures he made, attributes feme 
Difeafes conjefturally to Evil Spirits, from 
feme odd Symptoms he obferved in their 
Cure, particularly of the Falling-Sicknefs. 
Much more may we fufpeft them in Me- 
lancholy cafes j to a Proverb call’d, Diaboli 
Balneum. ■. 

K - A 
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Caufabcn of A Learned Man has the following Ex- 
Enthus._p. 8 1 . preflions. “ When in matter of Difeafes, 
id. Edit. « we oppofe natural Caufes to fupernatu- 
“ ral, whether Divine or Diabolical ^ as 
u we exclude not the general Will of God, 
u without which nothing can be } So nei- 
" v “ther the general Miniftry., and Interven- 
« tion of the Devil, who, for ought I. know, 

« may have a hand in all or molt Difeafes, 

“ to which Mortal Man (thro’ Sin) is na- 
« turally liable.” And a few Lines on “Tup- 
le pofes a general concurrence or inter- 
im vention of the Devil, in all that is fi- 
ll vil, whether Natural or Moral. 

Some Good Men I meet with ftrangely 
warp’d by Philofophick Motions, even in- 
to a neglettof thofe cautions, their Chri- 
ftian Principles prefcribe them. They ea- 
jflly overlook the agency of the Devil, in 
all but fome notorious Inftances •, as tho’ 
under-ground Defigns were of lefs perni- 
cious confequence , or nothing w r as to be 
believed, but what our Senfes put out of 
.difpute. 

By this Method they weaken one ano- 
ther, in their care and watch fulnefs, care- 
lefs Opinions begetting carelefs Practices ^ 
while juft and right ones are the Mothers 
of caution and prefervation and thus the 
common Enemy gets many Advantages. 
Much I know* is written to excellent 
pnrpofe on this Subject, to improvement 
• of our circumfpe&ion : But alas few 
read them or duly conlkler them , fo take 
up with a tifelefs Notion, and when they 
apply it to particular Inftances, the 
.. "• '■ ftrengtb 
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ftrength of the Argument is quite loft ; 
and what was applauded in the Theory 
evaporates in the application ; the force 
of all being generally evaded, unlefs in 

fome moi e bai cfac d aftonifhins* Prece- 
dents. ° 

"Tis of the laft confequence to take this 
Diftemper in time; for if Melancholy fix 
and get rooting, ’tis hard to remove. 
Penfive thoughts imprifoned multiply ; 
Shame and refervednefs, natural to the 
Diftemper, plead for fecrecy ; but if they 
prevail, endanger fafety. Small helps in 
Phyfick do more at firft, than the greateft 
when grown inveterate. Prefume not to 
wreftle it out by delay ; thofe hopes too 
often are vain ; and fuch as thus think to 
prevail, frequently bring themfelves to 
great extremities : Give then the infernal 

Engineer, no time to form his Fire- 
works. 



I? . When the Diftemper has got head, the 
d|| following Temptations are very ufual, ei- 
F ther fome or all. 

,0 i. To think all we have done in Religi- 
I on , is meer provocation to God, and 
. contributive to the load of his difpleafure. 
j This Temptation bore hard upon me, as 
■j oft as I reflefted on the Woes in Scri- 
u pture denounced againft Hypoaifie. That 
! j an d Prophanity, if the Hypocrilie be grofs, 
1 are both alike founded in Infidelity; the 
| °ne denies God fecretly, the other open- 
j ( ly ? and which is worfe, the Day of Judg- 
. ment will determine. But there is a more 
I refin’d Hypocrilie Men are infejifible of in 
I K 2 them- 
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themfelves *, a moral fincerity, if I may ftj 
call it, in oppofition to an Evangelical 
one •, 1 mean a prefumptive one, not gra- 
cious and faving : The Cries of meer Na- 
ture are better than none, much more the 
Voice of common Graces a Man with the 
Means might have done better, but it he 
did fomething, ’tis better than, by negleft 
and contempt of God, to refufe all fealty 
to him j To repent therefore of this, is 
interpretively to wilh, we had openly de- 
nounced War again!! God, and bid defi- 
ance to him •, fo mu!! be a ftrong Tem- 
ptation. 

2 . To fuppofe Prayer ufelefs, and God 
inexorable. This cuts off all intercourfe 
•with Heaven, while it prevails, and flops 
the very breath of the fpiritual Life in 
the Soul. Exped him to ply this Oar 
with diligence •, as well knowing of what 
confequence it is, to the Succefsofhis cru- 
el Defign. Break thro’ it then with a 
holy violence, and gallantry of obftinate 
Refolution as for your Life, rnaugre all 
oppofition: Pray as you can, tho’ in the 
molt broken Language •, God will under- 
Hand and accept the defires of your Heart, 
the be!! part of Prayer ; nay of a figh ex- 
prefs’d that you can’t do . better } tho’ 
you chatter as a Crane, with Hezekiah , 
it will not fail of acceptance: The fenfe 
of your unworthinefs, will promote your 
Humility } and difficulty, will render the 
Attempt more pleafing } and what’s more 
grateful to -. him: than fuch a difpofition ? 

Blellcd 
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Blefled be God, Satan did not prevail in 
this Point, till I came to the lalt extre- 
mity. 

3. To call off the Yoke of God, and turn 
Libertine, and bid adieu to all hope of 
Heaven. This is all ‘over Devillifm, and 
bears the truell Print of the Cloven-Foot. 
He thus far prevail’d with me, lo as to 
wilh I might have fome eafe here, and 
get from under the Power of God’s Wrath, 
whatever became ot me hereafter. A 
curfed Wilh, I have often pray’d back- 
ward, and beg molt heartily God would 
ne’er lay dt to my Charge, : And 

now lay with that holy Manj Hie ure , 
hie fee a , domine , mo do parens in Etcrnurn. 

a - If none of thefe fallen ; his laft and 
llrongelt, is to make away your felf, and 
hide your Head and Troubles in the Dull. 
This is a Plot againft your Soul and Bo- 
dy, to get immediate poflelfion to Tor^ 
ment : And as this Defign molt comports 
with his bloody purpofe, who is skilful 
to deltroy, fo expeft, when occaiion ferves, 
lie’ll urge this with greatell violence. 
Know that this is Murther of the worlt 
fort, admit not then a thought about it ; 
reject his firlt fuggeltion with abhorrence \ 
if you parley, he’ll take it for a degree 
of compliance \ ’twill Audi him with hope, 
and make him redouble the Affaulttoyour 
greater Terror or Deftrudtion : Remem? 
her God Hands by to obferve you ; to 
be your Second if you’ll but Fight ; and 
if you are fo difpos’d in earnelt, Ihew it 
'ey giving no advantage to the Fnemy : 

" £ % . M 
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but immediately re lift the firft Onfet. if 
you enter into debate, ’tis a degree of 
affent, a turning ) the back in Fight ; 
then Woe betide you if God turn from 
you and defert you, as you do his Caufe 
and your own.' Call in help, and ’twill 
difcourage him and abate the force of the 
Temptation. 

I knew one who took this Advice, and 
thereby, thro’ God’s affiftance, efcaped the 
fnare, when all was ready for execution. 
This fore and dreadful Temptation, thro’ 
the unparallell’d campaffion of my Bleffed 
Mafter,was never in the leaft degree mine} an 
inftance ne’er enough to be admir’d of the 
amazing goodnefs of God, confidering the 
length of my Diftrefs: But by what I 

felt of Satan’s Power in other Tempta- 
tions, I can eafily guefs at the ftrength 
of this. And I wilh I had the Skill and 
Might of a Seraphim, to Sing his Praife 
for fo great a Deliverance } and let the 
pious Reader fay, Amen. 

_ 5. There is one more T might men- 
tion, as cautionary to fome, which 
gall’d me extreamly } ’tis this: When I 
thought of our Saviour’s Woe denounced 
againft fuch as offend any of his little ones } 
it had more than the weight of a Mill- 
Stone to fink me deeper in the Sea of De- 
fpair. O what Ringing thoughts did the 
apprehenfion of feducing any of God’s 
Children create in my Breaft / ’Twas like 
firefh Fuel to the devouring Flames of 
Confidence. Let fuch confider it well, as 
boldly partake in others Mens Sins, with- 
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out Caution or Remorfe ; who, as if they 
were in ftrid League with Hell, approve 
themfelves tempting Imps, and Fadors 
to the Devil ; as if they coveted a dou- 
ble Damnation. How glad are fome it 
they can Profelyte any to Wickednefs, and 
Lift them in the Devil’s Service ? Little 
do fuch confider how they heap Coals of 
Fire on their own Heads •, " when they 
draw a good Man into Sin, it pleafes them 
belt, tho’ ’twill one day coft them deareft ; 
which (hews plainly what Spirit ads them ; 
that they are of their Father the Devil, 
andwill ’dohis drudgery. I know it is ve- 
ry incidental to corrupt Nature, to affed 
Brethren in Iniquity and Suffering, if it 
muft be ; but fuch will certainly find the 
contrary effed in Hell-, not one jot of Eafe, 
but infinitely more Torment. 

To my fhame let it be exprefs’d ; that 
this bedlam thought once boy’d me up in 
my wandrings, viz.. That I was not fo 
bad as others that if I went to Hell, 
fuch and fuch would ; forgetting all this 
while, that my place might be hotter than 
theirs, as finning againft more Light and 
Means; and that it was more like a Fiend, 
than a Man or a Chriftian, to take any 
comfort in a Partnerfhip of Mifery ; As 
many Faggots make the Fire burn the 
fiercer, fo the damned enrage one anothers 
Miferles, and make the burning Topnet 
the more intolerable. Lord lay not this 
Sin to my Charge, but accept my Con- 
feflion for Chrift fake, /men. 
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Let none from their Innocency, or Con- 
ftitution, prefume of an indemnity from 
attacks of this nature : When the Trial 
comes, the bell find matter for an accu- 
iing Confcience ; and Jolly, Sanguine Tem- 
. peraments have been arrefted : Prepare 
then for what ■ may be in your golden 
Seafons ; and to this end, learn to handle 
your Spiritual Weapons : lay ,in a ftock 
of knowledge from Scripture, the great 
Armory ; and perufe other lerious Books 
' on the fame Subject. 

Aiery, vegete Tempers have been ter- 
ribly accofted and quite perverted ; let 
none then pretend exemption. Guilt makes 
many cry out ot the Spleen, who are na- 
turally antipodes to it, in their tempera- 
ment : The Hippo is a falhionable Term 
of Art, and the pretence to it is often a 
ficulking hole to conceal horrors of Con- 
fidence. Some in a fierious mood, I have 
known to acknowledge it for themlelves 
and their fraternity. ' . 

To fuch as are under the power of de- 
fpondent thoughts, I’d recommend the 

'A child of rcadii ?§ t ® ie tw0 Books exprefs’d in the 
Light xonlk- M ar gi n - . Among the many Treatifies on 
ing in Dari that Subjeft, I found none gave that ftay 

my Spirit, that they fometimes did; 

{ beds thoughts they being excellently contrived to fuit 
and ways a- the worft cafes fuppoleable: a fure me- 

t0 P re P are a Plafter as broad as the 
Sore: For it feems a Symptom dfiential 
* A Difcourfe to the Diftemper, to fuppofie the worft: 
Of Trouble oft hat’s poftible. There’s * another lately 
jy’iiV- - 5 Printed, of great ufe before, in, and af- 
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ter thefe circumftances, which I read with 
great fatisfaftion. It defcribes very tru- 
ly the Treatment requifite for Perfons in 
fuch cafes, juftly cenfuring fevere and ri- 
gid Management j in which the Author’s 
and my own Experience, heartily concur : 
There are many very ufeful things in it. 

Charity, we are told, is the bond of 
perfeXnefs, and that without it all our 
Profeflion is nothing : But there feems too 

little of it among fuch as can’t bear with 
little differences without an open Rupture. 
’Tis no doubt a grateful SpeXacle to the 
common Enemy, to fee Men oppofe one 
another, or refufe mutual Afliltance } but 
I hope I need not perfuade any under 
the Calamity I’m difcourfing of, to try a- 
ny ufeful helps that may come from the 
hands of Perfons of a different Perfuallon : 
I fuppofe the Man upon the Rack will kifs 
the officious Hand that will take him down, 
and ne’er Hand upon niceties. 
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O Lord, who haft taught us that all 
our doings withdbt Charity are 
nothing worth ; Send thy holy Ghollgand 
pour into our Hearts that molt excel- 
lent Gift of Charity, the very bond of 
Peace and of all Vertues, without 
which whofoever liveth is counted 
dead before thee. Grant this for thine 
only Son Jefus Chrift’s fake. Amen . 



To fupply the brevity of the Reflexi- 
ons, I think fit to fubjoin fomething by way of 
ObjeXion and Anfwer \ to anticipate, if 

poflible, 
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polfible, thofe of the Reader. I only pre- 
mi fe this. That I fuppofeiiiy felf debating 
with fuch as own they have Imrhortal 
Souls, the Being and Operations of Spirits \ 
for it’s not a Place to difpute thefe Prin- 
ciples. 

You gave Inftances of idle Fears and 
Whimfies, in the Fir ft part-, which are 
Known to be the natural effects of meer 
Melancholy, as Heat is of Fire, or a Phren- 
fie of a Fever \ and what you make fo 
much of in the Second, feeins but a more 
confirm’d State of the fame Diftemper ; 
and yet you attribute all to Supernatural 
Caufes. This is the way to confound 
things to bring the Devil into every thing, 
to - nullifie fecond caufes and effefts ^ to con- 
firm Scepticks, the Devil is nothing but a 
mad Fancy that brings him into every 
thing. 

Mens Opinions alter not the Properties 
of things -, they are what they l'eally are, 
let Men think as they pleafe. If afcri- 
bing too much to Supernatural Agents 
has this tendency, will afcribing too little 
mend the matter? or forbearance make 
fuch Men better ? Suppofe weak Argu- 
ments of this kind to have done fome In- 
* • 

jury, have folutions attempted folely by 
Mechanical Caufes done lefs? I fee no ne- 
ceifity of either extream, and as a Friend 
to Truth, would avoid both. What Fan- 
cy and Fear can e fleet, in producing Di- 
ftempers and even Death, is notorious. 
Mr. Boyle gives an inftahee of a Captain, 
whole Hair turn'd Grey in a Night, froifi 
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ftrong apprehenfions of Execution next 
Morning, if the violent Emotions of na- 
tural Powers of the Mind, or corporeal 
Faculties, can thus alter or ovei'-fet Na- 
ture •, what Chriftian dare wholly feclude 
or nicely determine the agency of inviil- 
ble Powers, in mixing their Imprefles 
with fuch natural movements, or mimick- 
ing them from beginning to er.d, thro’ the 
whole Procefs of any fuch Operation? 

Ddimoncs morbos Ht plurimum in ferunt Mel an- Hor./ubjc.- 
cholicos : dr p. 332. In fin mint fe nonnunquam ?■ cent - , 

corporibus bominumjdr occult e in vifeeribus operti , T r,nu Came- 
f 1* • • z’ ♦/ • iar o 

valetudtnem vitiant , mentes juronbus quatmnt. 

The Cafe of Nebuchadnez,z.ar , Job-, and 
Herod , the Scriptures make Angular, had 
ne’er been reputed fo, but for their Te- 
ftimony : Boils and Worms are the iflues 
of natural Difeafes \ and Melancholy may 
bebrute a Man } change his way of Life 
and Manners, even into a beftial degene- 
racy. Storms blow down Houfes •, and 
Lightening confumes Man and Beall natu- 
rally ; and Robbers as freely fall upon 
their Prey •, and yet we are exprefly told, 
thefe were Judgments inflifted by invifi- 
ble Agents, the reft at their inftigation. 

The Peftilence fprings from natural Cau- 
fes, yet is called plaga Dei , and is often 
in Scripture Paid to be the efFeft ofhis immedi- 
ate Hand. That the Devil could imprefsthe 
Elements and temperament of the Body is 
plain: And tho’ he be much reftrain’d 
lince the times of the Gofpel \ yet we 
find fome lince under Excommunication, 
given over to Satan for deftruction of the 

~ ‘ Flelh ; 
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Flelh : And we have no reafon to fup- 
pofe that effedt now ceafed, where it’s 
duly perform’d. I little thought of Tem- 
ptation, till extremities convinc’d me, and 
the circumftances of my Recovery, to which 
I refer the judicious ; that, and what I faid 
before, I hope fufficiently obviate the Ob- 
jection. 

ObjeiSL II. Opiates, you grant, reliev’d you ; want 

of regular management diftrefs’d you •, that 
you was feiz’d with great diforders in 
the midft of your Journey, tho’ you fet 
out calm : Are not thefe the genuine ef- 
fects of Matter and Motion ? When the 
Blood and Spirits are low, and Fancy 
adtive, ufually People have ftrange appre- 
henlions of themfelves and things. Long 
or violent Exercife exhaults the Spirits, 
efpecially after difufe and weaknefs of 
Body : And all thefe circumftahces con- 
curring in your Cafe, ’tis evident you 
can't eafily get clear of the force of the Ar- 
gument. 

Anl'w. I confefsit harder to convince others than 

my lelf,lince I can’tapprifethem offome Par- 
ticularities and Senfations I’m confcious of; 
nor can I cloath the words l exprefs matters by 
with that energy and feeling fenfe the things 
themfelves were convey’d to me; fo mult 
acquiefce in the various opinions that are 
like to pafs, according to Mens diffe- 
rent Principles and Sentiments. I acknow- 
ledge the Allegations to be juft in many 
cafes, but not mine, which I know to be 
uncommon. I own we are all too indul- 

opinL 
ative 

U r ■ r 



gent of pur felvps. ; and eaillv grov 



• to I 
where- 

jtof i 

Wii 

vhatji 

:e tit! 






V 

tt 

is' 

i 



. C 14O 

3tive of what we do or fuffer: Self-love 
blinds us, infpiring us with partiality, and 
over-weaning .imaginations, which render 
it a ufual attempt to fet up for Angulari- 
ty : And I wifh wb con’d all more de- 
throne that Idol. If what I fay prove not 
convi&ive, upon a juft remonftrance, were 
I in a capacity, all I law reafonable Ihould 
be retraded. Let fuch modeft fuppofiti- 
ons then fome way atone for my adhe- 
rence to Convidions, when I appear pe- 
remptory •, for as I ought certainly to o- 
bey them, fo I here once for all folemn- 
ly declare, I follow them. I refer the Rea- 
der to what I faid on this Topick in the 
Refledions. All I think needful to add, 
is, that as I accounted there for the ufe 
of Opiates, if the Argument hold, it does 
for management, and all &c\ of that na- 
ture. I touch’d there alfo on Exercife, 
and what probably might be the effed of 
it in my cafe. I’ll back all with the fol- 
lowing Considerations. The Ancients i’peak 
mighty things of the power of Mufick to 
cure many Difeafes and Palfions both cf 
Body and Mind. The Thebans cur’d Di- 
ftempers by the ufe of the Pipe. A.Gell. 
fays, it cures the Sciatica, and Galen calls 
it jyi TttvKtiv r as loca dolent ta decantare . 

Ficus Mirand. fays, Mufick moves the Spi- 
rits to ad upon the Soul, as Medicaments 
do to operate upon the Body •, and it cures 
the Body by the Soul, as Phyfick does the 
Soul by the Body. Phyficians apply Re- 
medies to Patients under trouble of Con- 
fcience, and in cafes of fnppofed Polfeffi- 
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6n or Witchcraft ; tho’ fome look no far- 
ther than the meer diforders of Nature, 
yet many praftife on other grounds, as 
believing fuch things, and the Soul to be 
immaterial . Baglivi in his Diflertation of 
the Tarantula, gives us curious Obfervati- 
ons about the Mufical Cure of the Bite of 
it. We find of what efficacy the Harp 
was in driving the Evil Spirit away from 
Saul : nay, of what ufe Mufick was to fuch 
as were infpired by the Spirit of God, ap- 
t King.3.1 5. pears by Ellfha •, when the Minftrel play’d, 
the hand of the Lord came upon him. St. 
Man. makes the Lunatick and the Poffiefs’d 
the fame, Chap 17. yet feems to diftinguilh 
them. Chap. 4. 24. The Learned Camero 

Vic 1 tl in f econc ^ es ^ thus : Luna non agit ita in cor - 
Praldt. ad f ora -> nt hoc ant illud effie&t nm co nfiecfuatur , nifi 
Mat . c l H * a J am cor ¥ HS fi c affectum eft 0 ut Inna hoc 

*vel ilhid effciat * ? cum ergo diabolus ita afiicit 
corpus , lit reddat illud tali luna operationi obno- 
Xium^idern e/t JkitzovfiofJAvQ- Or* crzxhjjict^oyav©^^ 
* Ddcmone a- Lunatic us & Arreptitius. Quod damones id 
git at us. poffint facer e ex eo patet, quod qua damon f ti- 
ck in corporibus nofir is inter dum fint ejufmodi , 
ut remediis quibus corpus efficitur , minui pofi 
fint: nam itaclarum fit damonem fic agere ut 
tmmutet duntaxat * temper amentum corporis. 
Thefe things laid together, and duly con- 
fidered, I hope what I have advanced a- 
bout Opiates, &c. may not appear prepo- 
■ fterous, fuppofing fomething more than 
meer Nature concern’d. 

The remaining part of the Obje&ioii 
appertaining chiefly to matter of fa ft, I 
declare it to be this. Riding I was ha- 
bituated 
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bituated to all my Life : and tho’ Nature 
was much lower now than ordinary, thro’ 

Terrors, and want of the regular refrefh- 
ments of Sleep and Diet, yet upon every 
confiderable relaxation, I found my Mind 
as clear as ever, and my Body able to bear 
the fatigue of a moderate Journey, being 
naturally of a robuft Conftitution. In. 

Ihort, I felt little lafiitude, fcarce fo much 
as was ufual, and my Thoughts, call them 
Fancy, Invention, or what you pleafe, 
were employ’d moftly how to make my 
Peace with God, till Terrors broke in 
upon me. That Stay given my Spirit, I 
mention’d, as fenfibly and remarkably 
withdrew as it was given - 7 which none 
can judge of, as I that felt it, which I 
relate with faithfulnefs and if my word 
can’t be relied on, ’tis in vain to argue 
the Point farther. I was under no intoxi- 
cations from Narcoticks, or that lownefs of 
Spirits, which fills fome with idle Fan- 
fies, and waking Dreams:, like the fearful Bur- 
gundians Phil- de Comines fpeaks of, who Book. 1. Ch 
miftaking Thirties for Lances, were ftruck 
with the Panick. I dwell the longer on 
this Subjeft the Obje&ion being fo mate- 
rial. I conclude with an exprelfion out of 
Camera. Pomponatius non retie conclufit Prcel. 5 5 

nullam ejfe Damonis effcaciam , quod vidijfet 
mult or urn mar bos , qui videbantur ejfe d Damo- 
ne, lev at os cur at lone medic a : nam cum Diabo- 
lus agat in corpora nojlra pro ratione tempe- 
ramerni , & conjlitutionis , ejfe [la ejus pojfunr 
minus , & augeri , prout alter at ur temper amen- 
tum. 

Yon 
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Objed. III. You pretend to give us two peculiar 

Inltances of ftrange wrathful impreffions, 
as you fuppofe more immediately from 
God-, and yet tell us, you made.no Re- j 

flexions at that time. ’Tis fcarce poffible ! 

to conceive of any thing without fome 
kind of Reflexion, efpecially on fo awful 
an occafion : But not to lie at the ketch 
for an unwary expreflion, may not all 
this be folv’d by the Laws of Mechanifm ? 
Mult we run to the World of Spirits- I 
for folutions for every furprizing ad of 
Nature ? Thefe are rather the Pleas of La- 
viuefs and Superftition, than the elfeds of 
Induftry and found Knowledge ; an eafy 
way to. account for every thing. When 
the Spirits in the Brain have been long 
agitated by intenfe thinking Night ana 
. Bay, they mult needs diforder the other j 
fluids of the Body, breed a Stagnation 
and Indigeftion, which encreafes the vif- 
cid acidity of the Blood, fb renders the 
Diilemper more inveterate; till poffibly 
the Spirit? get a pungency, like Aq net For - 
tis. Add to this, the Spafms of the Fi- 
hrilU of the Brain, and the diforders of 
tne Animal Spirits fif Neoterichs will allow 
tne Phrafe) produdive of irregular Mo- 
tions, forcing them into new Tracks, to- 
gether with the unufual impreffions ofthe 
long ufe of Opiates. I demand now, whe- 
ther this and much more that might be 
urg’d to the lame purpofe, is not fuffi- 

cient to folve the prefent Phainome- 
na? .. ■ 

I hope 
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I hope the demand is no lefs precari- Anfw. 
ous, to fuppofe there is fuch a thing to be 
felt as the Wrath of Godin this World. 

I ask then, how any under the infli&ions 
of this Wrath, who defired to exprefs a 
fenie of it, fnould accommodate himfelfto 
the capacities of fuch as ne’er felt it, fo 
as to obtain credit, and leave no grounds 
of Exception ? Words afford but" feeble 
Ideas of things, that fall not under the 
Senfes •, what a vaftly different fenfe has 
he of the Gout or Stone that has felt a 
Paroxifm from him that has only receiv’d 
the livelieftdefcriptionsofthem?/Wf heard 

of thee by the hearing of the Ear , fays Job 
to God, but now I fee thee , / abhor my (elf 
in dufi and afljes. The terrors of an an- 
gry God are moft emphatically deferib’d 
in Scripture: But, O what an unconceiv- 
able difference is there, when he glares 
upon us with fome real Rays of his dif- 
pleafure / how overwhelming and aftonifh- 
ing are they ? Who can fee him and live, 
or feel his anger and fupport themfelves, 
unlefs he under-prop the Soul, by putting 
underneath his everlafting Arm ? How 
many that ne’er felt the mifery of the 
Spleen, laugh at others under the extre- 
mities of it, as the filly thing call’d Va- 
pors, the meer produd of an idle Fancy ? 

Yet it is as real a Difeafe as a Fever, and 
often eats out the comfort of the Patient’s 
Life: And did thefe Sanguine Gentlemen 
know the terror of the encounter, they’d 
be fuller of Pity than Cenfure. Many make 
a jeft of the Wrath to come, that mult feel 

L it 






it in good earned: for ever: And fome, 
that 1 hope ne’er will taft it, believe it 
lb much to come, as if no drops of it fell 
in time: As if they more confulted Hip- 
pocrates, or Des Cartes , than Cafuifts, Com- 
mentators, Hiftories, or even the Book of 
God it felf. What hopeful encouragements 
have I then for what I offer ? My only 
comfort is, tho’ 1 mifs my aim, I hope I 
fhall not lofe my labour, while there is a 
God above that meafures us more by the 
defires of our Hearts, than the Succefs 
of our Enterprises : The former is our 

proper Province, the latter his foie Pre- 



10 As to my meaning, when I fay I had 
no Reflexions, ’tis obvious, viz., that I had 
no previous or concomitant ones, that 
might be thought to produce fo ftrange an 
effeft : Some I mu ft have : What I had be- 
fore I fignify’d \ and what 1 had at the 
time, God knows they were paft expref- 
fion fad. As to the remains of the Ob- 
jection * ’tis the ufual harangue on thefe 
Topicks, which is endlefs pro and con •, 
and when all is faid, it’s eafily evaded by 
a ready Wit and volatile Fancy : Phyfick 
and Philofophy are much in the dark, 
as well as fome things in Divinity, efpeci- 
ally thefe abftrufer Points about Temptati- 
on : I therefore fuperfede it here, as hav- 
ing touch’d upon the inoft material part 
of it, and refer it to the _ candid and judi- 
cious to reconcile fairly if they can, fome 

Pa Gages meerly to fuch Principles j tho’ I 

deny 



fU'i 





jts 

»; 

ire. 




Audi 
ke| 
3 ps oli 
nfuW 



tie | 



? 

in, 1 1 
lettt 
note! 
tieS 
rmn 
lisit 



1 



one. 



it It 



it 

ik 



:l 






a 

if 

if 



* . O 47 ) 

deny not the Objection to have its weight 
in fome cafes. ° 

I find you dubious about the origin of obie<ft IV 
thofe two ftrange imprefilons juft men- V ‘ 

tion d, whether from God or Satan. Not 
that I find fault with modefty fb exprefs’d ■ 
fince ’twould look like a daring ’ piece of 
Folly to pretend to determine it, fuppo- 
fing they were really fupernatural : But 
I obferve one that came 1 to you in your 
diftrefs, declin’d Praying with you, tho’ 
you entreated him. Now what con’d 
make a Man you exprcfs fo favourable an 
opinion of, refufe fuch an ad of Charity, 
but that he thought you almoft or quite 
diftia&ed, and then your cafe is plain? 
for had he thought you your felf, tho’ in 
ill-hands, the Obligation redoubled upon 
him to comply. And is not Bleeding a- 
nother indication you was too much tran- 
fported ? v. 

Hadyou quarrell’d withme forindetermi- Anfw. 
nation in fo nice a point} I Ihou’d think 
you in the fame circumftances you fup- 
pofe I was : But fince you talk rationally. 

I’ll give you as candid a reply, and all 
the fatisfadhon the cafe will bear, where 
another s fentiments are concern’d as well 
as my own. The indications you lay fb 
great a ftrefs upon, are plaufible, but by 
no means conclufive, unlefs you cou’d be 
fure, there was no other reafon to deter- 
mine the non-compliance of the Party } 
a conclufion I fuppofe you will not ftand 
by- And to fhew you there was. I’ll pro- 
duce one , I verily believe to be the true 

L 2 one, 
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one if behaviour and expreflions may pafs 
for the belt Index of the Mind * which 
was this: He told me the Blafphemous 
expreflions were not mine •, and appear d 
ihaneelv affefted with my State, even to 
trembling-, feeming abfolutelv to defpair 
of me upon all conliderations, tho I gave 
proofs to all about me, that I was per- 
fedly my felf at that time I pretend 
not to vindicate his refufal, being in Oi- 
ders, which makes it appear more grofs, 
tho’ I have apologiz’d for it. As for Bleed* 
ins, I fuppofe the Phyfician took his in- 
dications from the acrimony ot the Blood, 
which he hop’d to; redifie, by taking fome 
of it away. Violent Symptoms ot this 
kind, appear’d from the excoriation ot 
fome parts of the Body and he fecond- 
ed his Endeavours by proper Alteratives. 
So far was I from extravagant Motions that 
might fuggefi: the neceflity of fuch an_0- 
peration, that I lay iottifh and ttupid . 
And if he had an Eye more immediately 
to the Circulation of the Blood, it feems 
more natural to fuppofe ne aim d at quicz- 
ning rather than reprefling it. 

Strange Geftures and blafphemous Ex- 
Qbjjc<a. V. pre fl] ons , you intimate as the winding up 
as it were of this dreadful Tragedy: 
Here your Argument feems to come to 
a head, and you lay much ftrefs upon it, 
fuppofing it muft be conclufive to the 
World, that there are fuch things as Evil 
Spirits, whofe Malice and Power is extream- 
ly formidable. But alas you forget your 
Senfes are as fubjed to fallacy and delufions 
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ml; i cf this kind, as your inward Senfations 
!la| of fomething extraordinary were before, 
id | Don’t Burton and many other Authors, 
te , k that Write of Melancholy, give you ftrange 
tod Precedents of the Strength of Imagination, 
tli'i as to what Men thought themfelves to fee, 

| B and feel, to be, and do? In lhort, youiire 
u obnoxious in this Point, - to all the Cavils 
aforefaid. 

J What you fay of that Author’s relati- Anfw.' 
xj ons, is as true as what he fays of the Pow- 

er of Devils to caufe Difeafes 5 where he Burt - M ^ 1- 
exprelfes Mens forwardnefs to laugh a t p. 39 .adfi» 
J and defpife all accounts of their Beings 
I and Operations, tho’ ne’er fo folemnly 
*j attefted, aflerting at the fame time, that 
they can work upon Body and Mind from 
Experience. And I think it hn irrefra-* 
gable Argument that Devils not only can 
fc do fo, but that they ufually work accord- 
$ ing to the difpofition of the Body ^ becaufe 
id 1 where Melancholy is natural and heredita- 

0 ry, Perfons are found obnoxious to molt 
1* ; violent Temptations - , and if fo, ’tis clear 
M of what ufe Phyfical means are in fuch 

Cafes. To confound Temptation now with 
t meer fadnefs of Spirit, and its dreadful 

ill effefts with thofe of meer Mechanical Prin- 

f ciples, is to talk like Ariftotle , more than 

if St. Paul , and tranflate the Chriftian dia- 

4 left into Heathen gibberilh. I own De- 

! 3 vils can pervert nature by Perm iffion with- 

P out the leaft natural preindifpofitions, fo 

1 can fuperinduce the deepeft Melancholy 

S< on the 1 moil florid Sanguine Temper j but 

L '3 • ' we 
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we rmi ft not make extraordinary Cafes the 
ftandard of his Com million. This by the 
by, I reply now more directly. 

Thofe things are as ftrange as true, and 
I confefs I lay much ftrefs upon them,ai\d 
hope they’ll affeCt me as long as I live} 
but as to convincing the World, I have 
little expectation, but rather feek to dis- 
charge my Conscience, and exprefs my 
gratitude to my great Benefactor. I’m 
too fenfible of the fcurvy treatment things 
of this nature meet with from the World, 
to promife my felf a better fate. I own 
what Authors lay to be true, as to what 
you ObjeCt *, and Arguments founded on 
thofe Obfervations to be very fpecious, 
but fee nothing in them really to enervate 
what I drive at. I’ll endeavour to make 
good this alfertion by a familiar Inftance. 
Remember you are or ought to be a Chri- 
ftian, as I premis’d at firft, and conft- 
quently believe the exiftence of Spirits. 
Many have pretended to fee and converle 
with Angels, Damons, or departed Souls; 
and no doubt fome have. But ’tis as true, 
many more have only pretended, nnd been 
under ftrong delufion : Guilt, Fear, Fan- 
cy, has made them believe ftrange things, 
notorioully falfe. Now fuppofing all this 
to be matter of fadt, I demand how he 
that really converfes with fuch things, and 
has the fulleft proof to himfelf that he does 
lo, which the nature of the thing admits of, 
can get rid of the charge of Impofture ? 
Meer pretenders will be as politive and 
punctual as he, and as folemn in their 

afleverati" 
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afieverations, and for that reafon the 
World will treat him as rigoroufly. Ifhebea 
Man of Parts and Learning, fam’d for 
Wifdom, then he’s fufpeded as a cun- 
ning defigning Fellow^ If his Charader 
run for Piety, that wont fecure him : If 
they allow him to be honeft, then they’ll 
fay he is timorous, weak, and credulous \ 
but were he wife and couragious, and 
much more, by one means or another they’ll 
be hire to Ihift off the evidence. Mull 
now this Man forego the evidence of his 
Senfes, and believe himfelfa Fool or Mad- 
Man, becaufe wife Men think him fo ? or 
his Vifions to be nothing but the ProjeT 
dion of Shadows animated by a roving 
Fancy, the nicer effed of Moon-fhine or 
Candle-light, alfifted by a difordered Brain ? 
Will Gibes and Drollery, Scoffs and Jeers, 
fine Sayings and fubtile Arguments, per- 
fuade him he flept or dream’d, or is a Lu- 
natick? Will he not fcorn the Impolition, 
and know you to be in this matter, what 
you think and mifcall him? What anfwers 
this, does the Objedion.,, which you may 
apply at your leifure , and what you in 
fhort fay, lies open to all Cavil I retort, 
by affirming what’s faid here and before, 
concludes as ftrongly againft all objedi- 
ons of this nature. 

What makes Men better iatisfi’d with 
the teftimony of their own Senfes, than 
with that of a Hundred as well quail i fid 
Perfons, but Self-love and Opinion ? And 
what makes fome readily believe the Be- 
ing, Cuftoms, Manners and Difpofitions of 

r . l 4 
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Countries they never faw, upon the Re- 
port of others ^ and yet reject all relati- 
ons of invifible Agents, tho’ ne’er fo well 
attefted ? What can be the Caufe, but the 
degeneracy of their Nature and Principles, 
which makes them fecretly wilh, and de- 
fire there were no fiich things ? Reafon tells 
us, the teftimony of many can’t be fo lia- 
ble to impofture, as that of one : And that 
the teftimony of honeft Men, is as valid 
in one Cafe as another, tho’ Knaves abufe 
every thing. In this matter the Men of 
Senfe oppofe the diftate of their avowed 
Oracle, while they cry, great is Diana, and 
Sacrifice to her Shrine •, tho’ Dagrn- like, 
file tumble down before the Ark of God, 
yet they gather up the crippled members 
of the Idol, and reinftal her with double 
veneration. 

Some have conceited their Bodies were 
Glafs, and that every one that came near 
them would break ' them : Others, that 
they cou’d not move, or were too big to 
pafs a Door, till frights made them find 
their heels. Many , Inftances might be gi- 
ven of thefe fancifuj apprehenfions, and other 
Melancholy Cafes i But I’d hope enough 
has been faid to pfove mine was more than 
the heavings of i|he Hypochondres : But 
cou’d that imputation be fairly faften’d 
upon me, yet the Man that Ihould com- 
pare the extremities I was under, to thefe 
fanciful cafes, I fhou’d ne’er think him 
worthy of an anfwer. He that fhouldtell 
me, the Pain of a ''Prick with a Pin, was as 
as bad as that of the Rack or Wheel, 
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fd repute him of kin to a Proud Senflefs 
Stoick, whofe pretence to more Wit than 
his Neighbours, has devour’d his common 
Senfe , for to deny degrees of Pain is as 
ridiculous, as to fay there’s none. In theEphi- 
altes or Night-Mare, the Patient thinks his 
Breaft opprefs’d with heavy weights; in Rheu- u 
matic Pains, the Parts to be gnaw’d as it 
were with Dogs-, in extremities : of the 
Head-ach , his Head to cleave as it were 
in pieces-, yet every one knows thefe are 
but the didates of Fancy, as to the forma- 
lity of the conceptions ^ but I hope the Pains 
and Opprelfion are real, and any that 
Ihou’d upbraid one under their Power, as 
fanciful, wou’d meet with but courfe ufage 
from him. Grant then that but to be real, 
which I declare was more terrible than 
ever I felt any thing either from Mind or 
Body, and we’ll quarrel no more about 
Modes and Formalities. You tell me my 
Senfes are fubjed to fallacy ^ but how can 
you who are eaten up of Senfe, and be- 
lieve little but what your own Eyes or 
Ears convince you of, with what brow 
dare you queftion the Senfes ? What ? did 
you mean your own ? Is it the little dear 
thing call’d Self you mean all this time ? 

Have you the monopoly of true Senfe ? 

And is infallibility part of your Birth tight, 
and fallacy the natural inheritance of all 
other dull Mortals ? 

How cou’d you remember thefe Palfa- Objed. VI. 
ges fo diftindly, while under fuch an impe- 
tus of horrors and confternation, during 
the time of tranfadion ? 
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God gave me a Prefence of Mind, and 
for ought I know, with a defign to enable 
me to perform what I have here attempt- 
ed. I had intervals for recollection ; and 
I hope, I need not take pains to perfuade 
you, matters that came with that force, 
and fo needy concern’d me, employ’d my 
Thoughts conftantly, and ftuck clofe to 
me. And the very worft I wilh you is, 
that you may ne’er hate fuch feeling rea- 
fbns, and coftly occafions of remembrance, 
nor know the Terror of fuch Imprefli- 
ons. None know the effects of the an- 
ger of Heaven, but fuch as feel them. 

One Frown from God, will be found 
more dreadful than the difpleafure of the 
whole World: Wo be to him that, has to 
deal with Omnipotency provok'd / Ac- 
cording to his Fear^fo is his Wrath. If he 
once take you in hand, you’ll foon know 
who you have to do with \ your dear- 
bought Experience, will be inftead of .■ all 
Arguments to convince you there’s fome- 
thing very diftinguilhing in that treatment 
from all that ever you felt.. Believe it, 
the Flames will be more tolerable to 
your Body, than that anguilh will be to 
your Mind, when the Poifon of his Ar- 
rows drinks up your Spirit. Summon the 
Sons of Art about you ; Get the Tongue of 
the Learned, and the Affiftants of Nature : 
Try the force of Reafon, Diftin&ions* and 
grave Suppofitions. Obferve if fuch as 
would joke or argue you into fuppofals, 
that you are only under bodily Diftemper, 

don’t 
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don’t out of meafure exafperate you. I 
knew an attempt of this nature made 
by a jolly Crew, but the Party treated 
them with fuch a Mein and Expreflions, 
as ftruck terror into the Center of their 
Souls, and forc’d them to quit the Room. 

If you think there’s any truth in this, be 
not now then too opiniative of your Ob- 
jections, left you befool your felf as much 
if it fliou’d e’re be your own Cafe. 

Men of Parts and Learning will fay you Objedt. VII. 
are an Enthuliaftick Vifionary that your 
Cant appears in laying fuch a ftrefs upon 
the impreffion of the two Sermons you 
heard in your Agonies. You was no pro- 
per judge of a Sermon then: You inti- 

mate the mean opinion you had of the 
Preacher, and his indifferent Performances, 
and yet tell us it extraordinarily afleCfed 
you. Would not., the meaneft Difcourfe 
have produced the fame effect at fuch a jun- 
cture ? The fearful ftart at their own 
Shadow, the {baking of a Leaf, the whift- 
ling of the Wind. How ealily might you 
conftrue the Voice of a Man, at fuch a 
feafon, as God’s thunder from Heaven ? 
and miftake a ferious Exhortation falling 
in with your fears, for Divine impref- 
fions? 

Parts, &c. without Piety are like a Sword Anfw. • 
in a Mad-man’s hand, to do the more 
mifchief. Serious Difcourfe without more 
a-do paffes for Cant with too many , the 
mentioning the Influences of the Spirit of 
God, they term Enthufiafm ^ and a ftriCt 
Life, they call refin’d Hypocrifie * tho’ the 

Divine 
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Divine Oracles lay the greateft weight on 
fuch things, and recommend nothing more 
* A'npi&Sf than * exa& walking, as the Apoftle phra- 
„ wordfome fes it. Did the Oratory or Learning of 
have made St. Peter , Convert fo many Thoufand by 
the fubjefi of one Sermon ? Or did the Power of his 
their Raillery, Preaching confilt in the demo nitration of 
tho usd ^7 the Spirit? 'That our Faith jhould not ftand 
theH.Gh. hVifdorn of Men , but in the Power of 

1 Cor. i. 4, Gg j' the lhaking of the Prifon, or 

3 ‘ St. Paul's Eloquence, convert the Jailor? 

Or did the Spirit of Ghrilt reveal him? 
What coifd an Earth-quake effeft, but 
what it does ufually, fright and terrifie, 
without the Hill Voice within? Has not 
God put this Treafure in Earthen Vi -fjds-, 
that the excellency of the Power may be of 

2 Cor - L 7’ God , and not of us? Have we no Inftances 

in our Days of the mighty Succefs of 
weak Inftruments, while great ones have 
effe&ed far lefs? Why Ihou’d we fo over- 
rate the Opinion of thofe, the Holy-Ghoft 
villifies fo much in the Three firft Chap- 
ters of the firft Epillle to the Corinthians ? 
’Tis a Plea we know as old as Scribes 
and Pharifees, and juft of the fame force 
now, it was then •, w. Have any of the Ru~ 
John 7. 48, lers 7 or of the Pharifees , believed on him ? But 
49. this People who know not the Law are cur~ 

fed--, tho the Officers reprefented our Lord 
fpeaking as never Man fpake. v. 4 6. ’Tis 
eafy for fome of the worft of Men, to tra- 
duce feme of the belt, as a Mob of Igno- 
ramufes, and they ne’er want a wild Par- 
ty to fecond them, who are more eafily 
imprefs’d with Confidence than Truth- I 
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heard excellent Sermons before thefe Im- 
preflions, and have fince, under great Ter- 
rors, without any fuch effeft : And you 
muft pardon me, if 1 fay. I’m the belt 
judge of my own perceptions and fenfa- 
tions. “ No Man, fays a Learned Gentle- Dr. Grew of 
« man, can be a proper judge of an others Vniverf. />. 

« Aftions, that omits any one circum- 49- 
“ ftance relating to them. An exatt judg- 
“ ment, being fo far like a Mathematic 
“ demonftration. The making whereof, 
may pofhbly depend upon Twenty Pro- 
pofitions to be predemonftrated ; the o- 
« mitting of any one of which will make 
“ the whole Operation to be foolifh. If 
this be fo as to outward Actions, what 
guefs can be made of inward Senfations ? 

If Men will not take a true reprefentati- 
on of what palfes between God and the 
Soul upon truft, they muft confine their 
knowledge to their own Experience. As 
for that part of the Argument that con- 
cerns a timorous Temper, it was not my 
cafe from Nature or Difeafe, fo deferves 
no farther anfwer. u When God gives Bp. Sander- 
« ftrength to his Word in the Mouth of 'on. g. i7°> 
u but weak Inftruments, it pierces into c r,Q 1 3 3 • 

“ the Conferences of obftinate Sinners, 

« and brings the Proudeft of them upon 
« their Knees indefpightof their Hearts. 

« Felix trembled at it, Ahab was humbled 
tc by it ; the one an Atheift, the other a 
u Hypocrite : Thou art worfe than either, 
a if it work not at leafl as much upon 
il thee. 
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But to what purpofe do you broach 
thefe things to the World? there’s enough 
of this nature upon record already, in much 
plainerCafes; whereas yours feems to be more 
intricate and dubious. What’s divulg’d fa- 
tisfies good Men ; above all the Word of 
God ; and there’s more virtue in believing 
and acting accordingly, than in hanker- 
ing after fenfible appearances. Men that 
have no Faith, are moft craving af- 
ter Arguments from Senfe, which curio^ 
ilty and a fenfual genius prompt them to, 
which your Cafe will by no means fatisfie. 
The Deift and Sceptick complain they are 
furfeited with thefe things, and make them 
frequently the Subjeft of their Merriment; 
you do but provoke their grin, and get a 
liberal fhare in their difdainful pity. 

’Tis, I hope, neither the Fear or Favour 
of Men that excite me to this attempt ; 
I defire pure fenfe of'Duty, Love and Loy- 
alty to my Blefled Matter, in queft of his 
Glory, fliou’d animate every tittle of this 
poor Performance. As for the Taunts of 
the Men you mention, if you knew how 
little I valued them, you would not lay 
the weight of a Feather upon the Argu- 
ment : And for theif haughty Pity, wou’d 
they be perfuaded to keep it a little by 
them, the Day is coming, they may find 
little enough for themfelves. 1 fcornand 
defie both their Pity and their Cenfure, 
and wou’d no more attempt to compound 
with them for Mercy, than with their black 
Matter. Had your Advice been taken a 
few Ages paft, you’d have had much lefs 
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to brag of-, and all Wife Men wou’d 
have detefted your Counfells. If I throw 
my Mite into the Treafury of the Tem- 
ple,, with a Talent of Affection, fliall Love 
be rejefted, becaufe ability fails ? While 
the Wifdom of Providence calls for Ob- 
fervation and Improvement, fhall we non- 
attend, or conceal what might profit o- 
thers, and advance his Honor, from a ple- 
nitude of our own Conceits ? Arguments 
from the Senfes, we know wont a- 
lone convert Men •, but if God fometimes 
condefcends to our weaknefs, and affords 
them, fhall we ungratefully rejeft them ? 
or in a profound pang of affefted mo- 
defly fupprefs them ? Tho' fome have 
lefs need of thefe helps than others, does 
it follow the ftrongefl: Faith has none? 

And are there not bruifed Reeds to be 
taken care of, as well as goodly Cedars ? 

That contrivance muff needs be wondrous, 
that oppofes the Wifdom of Providence. 

When God animadverts upon any, he re- 
quires all to mind and improve the Dif- 
cipline : to refufe it, is at their Peril. And 
what if God by fuch Inftances as thele at 
fecond hand, refolve to leave fome Men 
inexcufable, who are fo full of fenfible 
demands, and bold challenges, who call 
living by Faith, Fancy j and dependance 
on God, Prefumption? 

But methinks you very incautioufly ex- Obje<St. DC 
pofe your Cha rafter : Wou’d you have 

the World think you were Poffefs’d, when 
you fpoke Blafphemy in a raving Fit ? What 
dfe can you drive at ? And if fo, they’ll 

judge 
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judge very hard of you, and think yon 
a Perfon little to be credited in any thing, 
much lefs upon fo important a Subjefr. 
Some think Dasmoniacks of Old, were but 
Dialed Perlons ; and lome that think 
otherwife, yet deny any fiich thing as Pof- 
feflion now a Days •, but were both allow’d, 
they mult fure be very wicked whom 
God thus abandons and leaves fo much to 
the Power of Satan. 

. , If I fay any thing to take off the edge of 

n ‘ / this Argument, I hope it can’t fairly be 

conltrued as a contrivance to wipe away 
my own Guilt, and Apologize for my felf 
after fuch acknowledgements of my un- 
worthinefs •, no, ’tis my Duty rather to 
Prov. z8. x 3 . aggravate it : For he that covcreth his Sins 
Jha/l not Proffer : but whofo confejfeth and for- 
falieth them , {hall have Mercy. ’Tis not then 
my prefent bufinefs to difpute what Dce- 
. moniacks were of Old, or whether there 
be formal Poflelfions in thefe latter Ages : 
Nor think I it my own Cafe, fuppofing 
there were fuch a thing now. But this I 
take to be out of difpute ; that God now 
fometimes gives Satan commiffion to a&u- 
ate the Tongues of very pious Men, for 
reafons bell known to himfelf: Witnefs 
the defperate expreffions of fome of them 
. in their Defpairing Agonies; utter’d with 
great reluftancy, at leaft reflefted on with 
much grief afterwards ; many of which are 
upon record, and too often are Till expe- 
rienced. And this I’m confident was my own 
Cafe for_ feveral Minutes. ’Tis Camerariush 
obfervation ; That the Devil affefts moft to a- 
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abufe the Tongue of any Member, becaufe 
it’s the great Inftrument of God’s glory. 

It’s likely as Mr. Pool obfefves upon the 
Place} he fpar’d Job’s Tongue when he 
finote him from Plead to Foot with Boils, 
with this malicious intent } that he might 
more freely Blalpheme God. His Malice is 
without End or Meafure, and greateft a- 
gainfl: the belt : Pirates fet not upon emp- 
ty Bottoms, but the richeft Cargoes. In 
illos potiffimum invadit Diabotus. mi Athleta ^ Uc '- 

7T * trk* r ' r /i CVAY17. p . 1 97 * 

Juei & aver Jo a Juo regno , quos tot a armatura p ar * ^ 
fua y & omni TKf '7r\dvm aggriditur , de 

reliquis non laborat , qui jam ipft obnoxii. Lu- 
ther complains he fet upon him with in- 
credible contrivances, as if he had been 
the only Man he fought to deltroy. And 
we know not how far our Blefled Lord 
confulted our comfort in this kind, while 
he fuftered his holy Body to be handled 
by Satan, when he wafted him to the Pin- 
nacle of the Temple *, provided we main- 
tain our hatred and oppofition of him. Da- Cameio Pr. th 
mones piis prefertim injiant^ atq } imminent , quo p- 5^- 
ne nos terremur-, voluit etiam Chriftus corpus 
fuum obnoxium ejfe Sat an a ad tempus. Let 
all whofe fate it may prove to fall more 
or lefs under Satan’s Power involuntarily, 
encourage themfelves by thefe confidera- 
tions. No doubt inftances might be given, 
tho’ very rare, of Pofleffions in our Days, 
tho’ the genius of fome Men difpofes them, 
fiercely to oppofe the very fuppolition : 
the Faction has nothing to fupport its 
Caufe from Scripture, but declarations in 
, general ©f the broken Power of Satan; 
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and who dare pretend to flint it perem- 
ptorily, where God has not told us He 
has? efpecially in the Face of fome afto- 
nifhing Inltances. 

After all you have faid, or can, the 
Men I mention’d above, won’t believe a 
tittle ; they’ll laugh at your detefting and 
conjuring the Devil fo formally, while they 
repute all the effe&of a mighty fit of the 
Spleen: So they will at your Obje&ions 

and Anfwers, as Men of Straw of your own 
rearing, with which you fall gravely to 
combating. They’ll fay, you han’t given 
one their true Emphafis, nor really anfwer- 
ed what you have been fo partial in re- 
prefenting : 5And therefore, in one word, 
they’ll conclude you are a Romantick fe- 
cond Spira, a Fanatick, or a mopilh Me- 
lancholick, one, or all. I’m really concern’d 
for you, as one purfuing an honelt delign 
with very imprudent managery. 

The Language you befpeak them in, is 
as natural as the Foaming of a troubled 
Sea, or the reeking of a Dunghil in a fro- 
fty Morning. Were not the Votaries of 
Lull: and Liberty, fometime agitated by 
oppofition, they would not fo eafily foam 
out their own Shame : The Fumes that 
fmother in their Hearts, would not be fo 
vifible, were they not condens’d thus, as 
it were by Antiperifiafis , if I may prefume 
to ufe a Term fo obfolete: Little Wit, 
with much ill-nature, will at any time ac- 
complilh Satyr and Inveftive. Did your 
glorious Mailer bear the Crofs, and defpife 
the ihame, and do yon pretend to take 








tfe v. 

in' i £ up and f° d °w him, and yet Hand in awe 

s , of a few hard Words ? You are toofoft 

■ fure to be a Chriftian, who fhou’d be a 
g. Martyr in Intention: Did you expedthe 

M ay to Heaven fhou’d be ftrew’d with 

eft Ro ^ e3 ’ and to meet with no rubs in the 

B narrow Way ? To fuffer with Chrift, is th® 

* way to be glorifi’d with him: ’Tis an 

J Honor given to fome, not only to believe, 

, but to 111 tier tor him } and this is one way : 

■ And wouM you be .exempted from the 
® Lot of fpecial Favourites, not to lave your 
i,i Skin, but only to Hop a little thinking Breath? 

): There’s a Wo denounc’d againftfome that 

Laugh •, and who bids fairer for the larg- 
lB! eft ihare, than fuch as make a jell of fe- 
lt rious things ? And there’s another againfl: 
f fuch as all Men fpeak well of; who, the 
® better to lave themlelves, take wondrous 
Is care to difoblige no body but their Ma- ' 

ker ; that tack about to every Wind, ra- 
t ther than they’ll endure Itrefs of Weather ; • — 

tt Loving the Praife of Men , more than the Praife '° in I2 ‘ 45f 

0; of God. Believe it your Honor and Safe- 

i ty, to be fcorn’d and traduc’d by fome 

i Men. I write not for fuch as I can’t 

V think will afford it a reading, but peep 

it may be to play the Momus, and turn,, 
f racking Inquifitors. No, ’tis for their fakes' ’ ’ ' • 
y that will be ftarting Objedions ^ and Fm* 

$ griev’d to fee fuch a neceffity of anfwer- 
f) ing them with fo little profped of Suc- 
» cefs ; which makes me grudge the Minutes 
|» I /pend upon them, and the room they fill 
| of more ufeful things, to plain and honeft 
? Hearts. So far as my Arguments are 

M 2 eonvi&ive, 









convict ive, you are refponfible i fother 
than that, they are none to you,aftei juft 
trial •, and if they prove of jo niote Life 
and Strength than Men of Straw , the 
more eafdy will the Sons of Wifdom feat- 
her them with a puff of demonftrative 
Breath. I offend not wilfully in this kind, 
hut if there be a failure, let my Abilities 
be rather queftiond, than my integrity : 
For as I had much rather be a Weak Man, 
than a Wicked one: So 1 had rather fall 
under that Charader, tho’ the World ge- 
nerally fleer by the contrary Maxim. Mens 
Thoughts are no more alike than then 
Faces-, and a ready Wit, and fuotile Hea t 
may put a Man to a Hand that hastiuth 
on his fide. However I may have fail a 
in the manner of Profecuting the Argu- 
ments, I doubt not but the grounds they 
Hand upon, are fufficient to an Twer othei 
Pleas that might be alledgd. W £lt k . * 
* Tho no miflaken as to what concerns the Realons 
%lans Error m y abjuring the Evil Spirit, yet acting 
Commends according to full conviftion, how mould 1 > 
him unto difpleafe God ? Why fhou’d it then Man ? 

yet his cerri- j ct merr y Crew laugh on-, tis but 

% e under an Rifus SardonnicHs , Convulfions before Death. 
frSUsiiuld thefe Men you are fo afraid of, 
L/‘ chance to turn Textuanes, and write Mar- 

* ginal Notes on St. Paufs Vifion, or his 

Papture, whether in the Body , or out of it . > 
God hows •, what think you would be the 
Comment? When our Lordhimmlt was 
laugh’d to (corn, and treated as thevileft 
Impoftor his Apoftles ridicul’d as Men 
full of New-Wine, or Mad what private 
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IT;- Chriltian, in the difcharge of his Duty, can 
J h °pe for better quarter, while the fame 
J Seed of the Serpent fo abounds ? But the 
/ Day, blelfed be God, is coming, which will 
l0 * fet all to rights •, when fly Hypocrifie fhall 

® be detected, and no room left for fubter- 

[“ fu ge and evafion, for Craft and Policy j 

* when all fturdy confidence that braves it 

'2 with bold challenges, and bids defiance to 
™ every thing, fhall drop at once, and fneak 
ili for ever. To this I appeal, where it fhall 
i’ perfectly be known, who were the De- 
Li ceivers, and who the Deceived - , where I’m 
£: perfuaded we fliall meet in better Temper, 

fe and to fuller fatisfadtion : Till then fa re- 
nt; wel. 

tl I might have added fome more PafTa- 
i g e $ of moment, but the World will not 

Kt bear them, neither indeed can I exprefs 
i'r them to full Advantage. Let us ufe our 
p Reafon, but not Idolize it - , nor pretend 
it boldly to determine what God can, or does 
j® in the World ; or confine his Providence 
d to ordinary Methods or the powers of 
•< the invifible World, and their ways of o- 
Y peration, by the Meafures of our narrow 
jji; Capacities. Reafon’s a Ray from Heaven, 
defign’d to lead us thither •, ’twas once in 
f l Perfection, and in our own keeping : ’Twas 
/i given us then, not to be knowing as God, 

# but to keep us in an humble dependance 

( f upon him, our Perfedtion and Safety, 

id Pride and AfFedtation was our flrft undoing : 

| The ill-husbandry of our firfl: Parents, 

■A has reduc’d our Reafon to the State of a w 

I Candle into the Socket, that cafts a faint 4 VArv'k 
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glimmering Light : But Light is Light Hill, 
tho’ in a dark Lanthorn. He that defpifes 
it, forgets it’s a Divine and Noble Gift, 
and is worfe than he that puts out his 
own Eyes : But he that trulls to it un- 
a lfifted by the Woi’d and Spirit of God, 
follows ail ignis fattens, that will lead him 
into Bogs and Precipices, but ne’er con- 
duct him to Happinefs. 

To conclude with fomething Practical. 

In a time of Eafe and Serenity, be ad- 
vis’d to lay the Foundations of your Peace, 
and hopes of Heaven, upon fure ground, 
the Scriptures warrant. To that end en- 
deavour, 

i. To make thorowWork in the great 
Bufinefs of Converfion depend not upon 
Civility, good Nature, Moral honelty, 
a Profefiion, a round of formal Duties, 
upon any of thefe feparate or all conjunct: 
Many here fatally miftake and. fplit on 
thefe Rocks. No Man it’s true can be 
a Chriltian without Morality, but meer 
Morality makes not a Chriltian •, no not 
by adding the bare Profeflion of Chrilt, 
without a vital Union with him. Jefus 
‘ l j ’ the Way , the Truth , and the Life-, tells us, 
o that unlefs roe are Born again , roe cant fee 
the Kingdom of God •, which he expounds 
of being Born of the Spirit. The Spirit 
works Faith, which unites us to Chrilt 
our Head, and lo we become his living 
Members, whereby our Souls are anima- 
ted by his Spirit, as our Bodies are by 
our Souls 1 , the manner we know notin ei- 
k tiier, but by fenlible effects difcover it in 

both. 
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Loth. Thus the Apoftle prays they may be Ephef. 3, 

(Irengthnedwith might by his Spirit in the inward 16, 17. 
Man : 'That Chrift might dwell in their Hearts by 
Faith } and fo be rooted and grounded in 
Love. And Colof. x. 17. Chrift is faid to 
be in us, the Hope of Glory. This feems 
Arrange to a Carnal Mind, as well it may, 
fince it can’t difcern Spiritual things ; 

But a true Believer has as real and refrefh- 
ing a fenfeofit fometimes, by thofe Beams 
of ftrength and comfort, radiating his Soul 
from the Sun of Righteoufnefs, as the Eye 
and other parts of the Body, have from 
the natural Sun in the Firmament : And 
tho’ all have not thefe Influences alike, yet 
all partake in fome degree, fo as to be en- 
abled to run their Chriftian Race : And 
here lies the Strength and Confolation of 
the Faithful, in all their prefling difficul- 
ties : Grace in the Habit may fail, if not 
cultivated by the Hand of Heaven as Rays 
of Light cut off from the Focus of the 
Sun- but while fed by that inexhauftible 
fource of Light and Heat in the Son of 
God, in whom all f nine fs dwells , ’twill main- 
tain its Vigor •, the Stream will run, as 
long as the Fountain feeds it. Moral Pre- 
cepts no doubt have their excellency. But 
this fpark of Faith and Love in the Heart, 
is the very Soul of them, that tranfmutes 
Moral Virtues into Chriftian Graces. This 
is the having Touch from the great Phy- 
fician, that effectually dries up the unclean 
Iffiue of Corruption •, a touch like that the 
Keedle has from the Load-ftone \ that 
whatever violence pervert its pofition,yet , 
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remains in a trembling unfettled Pofture, 
till it recover its true Handing Point. 

Take heed of a half Converfion •, when 
Men begin to fee it needful} the next de- 
vice of Satan is, to get them to take up 
with the femblance of it, and then he has 
them falter than before, while they pre- 
fume and grow fecure : He knows how 
ready our falfe Hearts are to confent to 
the Cheat } how backward they are to a 
painful narrow fearch : Many for want of 
carefully traverling the windings of their 
own Hearts, have ftuck in the Birth and 
inifcarried. Read with Care Treatifes of 
Converfion •, above all, the holy Word of 
God, where, as in a Glafs, thy Face and 
State may be feen •, and thy Spots wafh’d 
away at the fame time, as in a frnooth, 
clear Fountain, even in the Blood of Je- 
fus : get thy blemiihes reftifi’d by his Spi- 
rit ^ beg it importunately, promifed tofuch 
asking •, humbly intreat his afliftance in 
Reading, Praying, Meditating, &c. Per- 
form thefe Exercifes with Life } reft not 
in Formality, but ftrive to move thy Af- 
fections : The Heart naturally hangs off 

from Meditation, or trifles in it } but right- 
ly followed, is of admirable ufe. In all 
Confeffions of Sin, trace the Fruit to the 
Root, a&ual to original Sin: Whatever 
others prattle •, omit no occafion for quick- 
ning Humility, as the owning this, emi- 
nently affords : Say with the "Royal Pro- 
phet, 1 was conceived in Iniquity , and brought 
forth in Sin } in the Front he puts it, while 

con- 
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confefling his great Iniquity, to take the 
more Shame to himfelf. 

Miftake not legal Terrors for Conver- 
lion: They are, it’s true, often the Pangs 
of the New-Birth, but they fometimes go 
off without a delivery, as do thofe of the 
natural •, and then all may prove but a 
Sorrow unto Death, as did that of Cain 
and Judas : If Chrifl be reveal'd to the 
Soul in this diftrefs, the Soul lays fait hold 
of him by faving Faith, and then is the 
new Creature Born, and with the natu- 
ral Infant comes crying into the World j 
dilTolves in Penitential Tears, with kindly 
meltings, that all its horrors could not 
efiedt. This is the Repentance unto Life, 
ne’er to be repented of, which gives the 
lirlt dawns to true Peace : Sometimes fur- 
prizing the Soul with an ability to cry 
out with St. Thomas , My Lord , and my God \ 
oftner enabling it progreffively to perfect 
Holinefs in God’s fear, till it flower up 
into the full affurance of Hope. Few e- 
fcape all degrees of thefe legal Terrors, 
that are truly Converted \ no, fcarce fuch 
as are fan&ifi’d from the Womb, efcape 
them wholly, but one time or other lip 
of the bitter Cup, if they, live many 
Years. Take heed of two miftakes here, 
either of bantering them as rneer fits of 
the Spleen, as fome have. Fid. Dr. Scot 
Fol. i. Serm. i. Or of quarrelling with 
God’s Providence for not feeling more of 
them: If the Cure be wrought, rather 
thank him for the gentlenefs of his Hand, 

Mean 
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* Bp. San- 
derfon redu- 
ceth all to 
two fpecinl 
Marks of fin- 
cerity , which 
he fays are as 
good as a 
'Thou f and ; 
namely. Inte- 
grity and 
Con fancy : 
For thefe two 
are never in 
the Hypocrite. 
Lay thefe two 
together , and 
they li make a 
perfect good 
fule for us to 
judge our own 
Hearts by. p. 
i~ 6 ,and 178. 

Nehem* 8 0 

10. 



Meafure therefore the Truth of this 
Matter by fpiritual Illumination *, a pra- 
ctick fenfe of Truth } by Humility and 
fear of offending God 7 hatred of Sin 7 
Ihinefs of Temptation 7 love to good 
People, as fuch, for Holinefs fake, how- 
ever differing in leffer matters •, making 
Confcience of Thoughts •, affefting * dole 
walking with God •, Delight in more Spi- 
ritual Duties and Truths y admiring of 
Chrift’s Perfon, and Love-, thirfling after 
greater Purity of Heart, and Sanftity of 
Life 7 a mortification of the Sin of Con- 
ftitution, Habit, the darling Luft , that 
molt offended God, and wounded the 
Soul, &c. the fureft grounds to go upon : 
which as we clear up to our felves , lo 
will our evidences for Heaven. 

Take not up with a falfe Peace from 
ftupidity nor depend too, much on 
any extatick ' Rapturous Motions, 
which the Devil, as an Angel of Light, 
or Nature, or both conjunct, may impofe 
upon us -, by mimicking what’s real in the' 
Saints : See that Peace and Holinefs go 
Hand in Hand 7 and that all tranfports 
of joy, are feconded with higher afts of 
Self-denial, and Vigor in Obedience \ their 
proper Iflues if genuine : The Joy of the 
Lord is our Strength , if right, they ufually 
flow in after great Difficulties and Suffer- 
ings 7 or while under them 7 or preceed 
them, as encouraging Viaticums 7 but fel- 
dom are of long continuance. I have known 
fome after Ihifting from Seft to Sect, to 
meafure the truth of Principles by the 
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Peace they found upon efpoufing a Party ; 
a fatal miftake, I fear, to many; which 
runs them blindly into the Spirit of a 
Party, quite oppofite to a Spirit of Cha- 
rity, the very Soul of Chriltianity. Don’t 
be too greedy then of comfort, which fome ft 
too haftily fnatching at, have pluck’d on- 
ly Green-Fruit to fet their Teeth on edge; 
whereas this Ihould be left to hang 
like ripe Fruit, which in its feafon would 
drop into our Laps. To exped true Peace 
and joy, without found Knowledge and 
Pradice, is to build without a Foundation : 

All faving Knowledge encreafes Faith, 
which is the very Spring of Obedience : 

If we would rejoice in Chrift Jefus, we 
mull know him in whom we have believ- 
ed ; if we have true Peace, it’s a Peace in 
believing : And Chrift Promifes the Com- 
forter to fuch as keep his Commands : 
And if we do the Dodrine of Jefus, we 
fhall know it to be of God. O the Blef- 
fed circulation of Knowledge and Pradice, 
fo produdive one of another! iWthout 
advancement in Sandifkation, all preten- 
ces of this kind, are but Prefumption and 
meer Self-flattery. Dread therefore a Peace 
that makes thee Slothful and Carelefs, as 
Poifon and Delulion : But if holy and 

induftrious, and yet feel little of it, or 
rather the contrary , remember as the 
Shadow follows the Body, tho’ not 
always obferved ; fo does Peace Purity, ^ 
tho’ it be not always felt; you are in 
the way of Peace, and firft or laft, Peace 
■is your Portion, 

' z. Spare 
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2 . Spare not anyone Sin; Jeave no un- 
mortified Lull Handing in its full Strength : 
If it do not abfolutely deltroy you, which 
it mightily threatens, yet it will bring 
down God’s Judgments ; and when the 
Storm comes, or Death, ’twill terrifie like the 
Appearance of the Devil : Down with it 
then to the ground ; lay the Ax to the 
Root of the Tree, lealt God take you in 
hand, to your infinite Terror. 

3. Take heed of delays; Itrike while 
the Iron’s hot ; work every Conviction, 
while warm, home upon the Soul : Pre- 
fume not to intrench on God’s Preroga- 
tive, who is Lord of us, Time and Sea- 
fons, and Mailer of his own Favours : 
Work to Day, and talk not of to Mor- 
row, lead the Fate of the Fool in the Gof- 
pel follow. The Wind blows when and 
where it lifteth ; hoife Sale then to every 
Gale, which will waft you with fpeed and 
eafe towards the eternal Shoar of Blef- 
fednefs : If you loiter, you may find your 
felves becalm’d ; the kind wafting breezes 
over the Munfoons fpent : fo may be forc’d 
to tug hard to little purpofe, and lye 
long beating at Sea, expos’d to Storms 
and contrary Winds. Remember delay 
every day ftrengthens the indifpofition, 
and encreafes the delufion ; one lazy Hep 
difpofes to another; agility comes by Ex- 
ercife ; the lleepy Difeafe is not cur’d but 
improv’d by yielding. Confider this is 
Satan’s main Battery, which hasflain its Ten 
Thoufands, and carries molt to Hell ; a- 
void it accordingly. When Men are oT 

fer’d 



t r 7? y 

fer’d great Things, they accept the offer, 

, J tf and comply with the Terms immediately ; 
itrt ne’er think yon are in earned: for Heaver, 

•°.| while you delay. 

w p 4. Labour to be the fame in your Walk, 

,** you are upon your Rnees , get and keep, 
as much as is poffible, Communion with 
1,1 God ^ prefs into the Secret of his Pre- 

kt fence: the Soul will be employ’d, if not 

ieji thus, much worfe: This will entertain 

and delight it, and make it in proporti- 
ike 1 on die to every thing elfe : The fureft 

« Method to die to Sin, and drop delays 1 

ocl:! Men love not God, only becaufe they 

Pit: don’t know him *, and till then they’ll hug 

ail their Lulls, and hang off from him. 

Fare 5. Fear God truly, and nothing flavilh- 
u' ly : Expeft the Enemy and fharp Con- 

tl([ fii&s:, Arm with Faith and Patience to 

fjm : maintain your Poll ; no Fight, no Con- 

1, ( - quell i no Vidor y, no Crown: Sneaks- 

jgj, bies are often kill’d skulking, while the 

jl Bold and Brave come off fafely in Tri- 

j f umph. Never Hi rink or compound with 

Jr { Satan, but ever relift and difdain him, as 

,u a conquer’d Enemy : Remember the fear* 

j| ful and unbelieving are put together and Rev. 
■a rank’d in the black Catalogue. The dark- 
I nefsof the Night, hideous Caverns, Grottos, 

Jl &c. naturally ftrike timorous Spirits with 
M horror, efpecially if the apprehenfion of 
Evil Spirits be at that time powerful : But 
l if Duty call, balk no place or opportuni- 
i; ty of performing it, but manifeft trull in 

( j God, the more Danger the more Honor, 

' only take heed of rambling out of his 

way. 
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Cape] of Tern- way. “ To fear and fly the Devil, when 
ptatiov-p. 58. tc Providence calls ns on fuch circum- 

“ llances, is to pay him fome kind of 
u Homage; a kind of ferving Satan, as one 
“ obferves, and adds. We mull Hand •, bet- 
“ ter quake, than ferve Satan ; better 
tc tremble every Vein, than Sin; better 
tt die in the place, than fly from it ; be- 
■ tc caufe its a flying from Satan ; and he that 
“ in this fcnfe flies him, feems to diltrult 
“ God's Providence over him for that 
tc particular. This is a yeilding to the 
u Devil ; God is angry with it, and it’s 
tc often the way to greater danger; what 
u if by this fhifting the Place, we find 
<c eafe for the prefent? Yet it’s but his 
4C skill, like a Lightening before Death; 
tc it leads us fecurely into the Hands of 
44 the fame, or fome other Temptation. 

6 . Adi in all kinds with vigor, but Hill 
in humble dependance ; lay failings at 
your own Door, but ever afcribe Succef- 
fes to God : If you trull or applaud Self, 
a fall will enfue ; the glory of his Grace 
he will have, or of his Jultice. If you 
believe, it is by the exceeding greatnefs 
Ephef. 1. 1 9, of his Power; even according to the working 
so. of his mighty Power-) which he wrought in 

Chrifi-y when he raifed him from the Dead: 
[s Pet. x. 5. And the Power of God mull keep you to Sal- 
vation if you perfevere. Live as holily, 
as if you was to be jultified by your own 
Works, and your belt done, think and 
lay, you are an unprofitable Servant ; ab- 
hor your own Righteoufnefs as filthy Rags, 
Philip. 3. 9. and defire to be found, in Chrifi-j not having 
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your own Righteoufnefs , but the Righteoufnefs 
which is by Faith in him. Savour the Do- 
ctrines that tend to deprefs Pride, and ex- 
alt his Glory: Such as Honor him, he will 
Honor } and by nothing do we it more, 
than by the exercife of a profound Humi- 
lity. 

All thefe Arguments are naturally de- 
duceable from my own failures, which, I 
hope, may afford the greater Cogency to 
the ferious Reader, which I intreat him 
humbly to apply to himfelf, and take warn- 
ing. 

r T Will love Thee, OLord, myStrength. // 
*'■ JL The Lord is my Rock, and my De- 
“ fence, my Saviour, my God, and my 
44 Might, in whom I will Truft, my Buck- 
44 ler, the Horn alfoofmy Salvation, and 
44 my Refuge. I will call upon the Lord, 

44 who is worthy to be Pi-aifed, fo fhall 
tc I be fafe from my Enemies. The Sor- 
44 rows of Death compafs’d me ; the Pains 
44 of Hell came about me 5 the Snares of 
44 Death overtook me. The Lord hath 
44 chaften’d and corre&ed me fore, but 
44 he hath not given me over unto Death. 

14 Thou haft thruft fore at me, that I 
41 might fall but the Lord was my Help. 

44 The Lord is my Strength and my Song, 

44 and is become my Salvation. He fhall 
tc take me out of many Waters, he fhall 
44 deliver me from my ftrongeft Enemy, 

44 and from them which hate me } for they 
44 are too mighty for me. They pre- 
“■ vented me in the Day of my Calami- 
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44 ty, but the Lord was my Upholder. 
u I call’d upon the Lord in Trouble, and 
44 the Lord heard me at large , the Lord 
44 is on my fide. The right Hand of the 
44 Lord bringeth mighty things to pafs. 
44 I fhall not Die, but Live, and declare the 
44 Works of the Lord. I will pay my 
44 Vows before them that fear him. I 
“will thank Thee, O Lord my God, with 
u all my Heart, and will praife thy Name 
44 for evermore : For great is thy Mercy 
tc toward me, and Thou haft deliver’d my 
44 Soul from the nethermoft Hell. Yea, 
v let them now that Fear the Lord con- 
“ fefs that his Mercy endureth for ever. 
44 Give^ear now, O Lord, unto my Pray- 
44 er, and ponder the Voice of my hum- 
44 ble defies. Teach me thy way, O 
44 Lord, and l will walk in thy Truth} 
41 unite my Heart to fear thy Name. 
44 Lord, make me humble, and keep me 
4,4 watchful and thankful, for Sweet Je- 
44 fus’s fake. Thy Vows are upon me, 
44 Lord make me faithful, abounding in 
44 Obedience and Praife. Defend me from 
44 the Crafts and ‘A (faults of the Devil, 
44 Thy Wrath, and everlafting Damnati- 
“ on : Stand by me in all my Spiritual 
44 Confli&s, in the Hour and Agony of 
44 Death, when all forfake me. And in 
44 the terrible Day of Judgment, be 
44 my Blefted Hope and Confidence. 
44 Whom have I in Heaven but Thee ? 
44 And on Earth that I can defire befides 
44 Thee ? O guide me by thy Connie Is, 

44 a fid 
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“ and after receive me to Glory. Let 
. £ “ the _ Words of my Mouth, and the 

i , “ Meditation of my Heart, be alway ac- 

“ M! “ ceptable in thy fight, O Lord, my 

f ’!• “ Strength and my Redeemer. Now to 

*11 u the Sacred Trinity in Unity, and 

'!* M Unity in Trinity, be Eternal Halle* 

“ lnjahs World without end. Amen » 

God, 

ttfl 

lini : 

[el. f . 

Lori; 
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Confining of an Account of the 'Me- 
thods of Divine Grace , in a Re- 
covery of the Author from Violent 
Temptations. 



I Should now draw a Curtain over the 
remains of my Life did notthe fame Ar- 
gument ft ill prevail, thatfirft engag’d me : 
■viz,. God’s Glory, &c. To manifeft the moll 
admirableand amazingGoodnefsof the ever 
Blefled God,whofe Mercy may well indeed be 
term’d his darling Attribute, while it re- 
lieved fo furprizingly a vile, helplefs 
Worm : And to comfort and encourage, 
if poffible, poor tempted, defponding Spi- 



rits. 

God’s Grace, even fo the leall of Sin- 
ners, is truly glorious •, but the...grfia£fil_ 
they are, {till more aftonifhing are the 
rich difplays thereof; therefore if after 
a blazoning of my own Rebellion, I deferibe 
the molt excellent loving kindnefs of my 
dear Lord and Mailer, tho’ i it need no 
foil to fet it off, yet it may appear to 
the dim lighted more Illuftrious. 

Many, I know, repute it a piece of 
Modefty, to fupprefs favours of this na- 
ture ; 




In 

ikn 

It 







1 

lei 



C 179 ) 

tore *,and for ought I know, fome circa n*. 
ftances may make it fo : But where Love 
to Souls animates the Defign, without a * 
fquinting look of Pride and. vain Glory, . 

I think there needs no Apology. Pride, A 
as one well exprelTes it, u is the Shirt Charron of 
“ of the Soul, fir ft put on, and laft put**V&»». 

offl We have all Realbn therefore to 
fear, while the Houfe Hands, the Lepro- 
fie will ftick to the Walls, fo mu ft be 
cautious^ and I pray God grant me my 
full fliare. 

I return to that part of the Narrative 
where I broke off ’ 

I ftill remain’d under Diftrefs, and now 
and then lorne fmarter Twinges gave 
me difturbance : But at length God was 
pleas’d to give me a glimmering Hope. 

One Day as I was reading a Sermon of <7 
that holy Prelate Arch-Bilhop Layton* GodJ' 

Blefled fome paflages much to my revi - ** 
ving : I heard a Sermon a little after, Xole Para- 
which gave me more ; I fat under it with MPb,efpe z 
Terror} but in the clofe, St. Sick- daily the 

nefs was touch’d upon before his Con -clofe. 
verfion } in which he was reprefented, as 
one defperate, in his own Thoughts dy- 
ing, and going to Hell, yet his Heart was 
hard, even to ftupidity : This Inftance 

running fo parallel with my own Cafe, 
in this particular, and another very em- 
phatically, drew Tears of Joy from me : 

But ftill nothing fix’d long to do me 
Service, tho’ lorne prov’d a prelent ftay. 

Here would appear a particular Provi- < , 
deuce, were all circumftances related: ' i 

N 2 It 
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it may fuffice in the general, that God 
cave me comfort by fome particularities, 
which before had a great hand in calling 

me down very remarkably. 

The firft abfolute turn given to my 
Diftrefs, 1 obferv’d, was, as 1 was coming 
home from a Friend I accidentally met 
with, to whom I had difclos’d my State : 
He endeavour’d to comfort me \ telling 
me v He that had begun a good work_in_ 
me, would Bnifh it - adding fome more 
particulars and tho’ plain things, yet they 
reliev’d me. As I walk d home, I was 
contriving what return to make to God, 
upon fuppofal of his Mercy among the 
reft, this was one, that I have here en- 
deavour’d to accomplifh by this perfor- 
mance. I refolv’d then to expofe my felf 
and give God Glory but finding fome 
Methods 1 then propos’d to fall fhort, I 
purfu’d this as belt anfwering my Defign : 
In the midft of thefe purpofes, fome 
g^BToTHope darted in upon me, which, 
bleffed be God, prov’d the firft dawps, to 

break of Day, after a long and dreadful Night 
that overwhelm’d me.Icame home now with a 
vifible change in. my Countenance, and 
from this very Day, the light encreas’d 
more and more, till it came to bfi^fit 
day. When he oivcth cjtuetnejs-) who then can 
make trouble ? And when he hideth his Face , 
who then can behold him? In a little time 
I was perfuaded to go to the Sacrament : 
jnft before I receiv’d it, God blefsd a 
good old Book to my great encourage- 
ment they were plain Truths, but came 

with 
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with a mighty force upon me : I felt 
great affiftance at the holy Ordinance , and 
ne’er felt my Terror s after. 

^Some time after 7 1 waTcTifcourfing with 
an old Acquaintance, about the fad State 
I had been in: Some ferious Words paf- 
ling, oocafionally drew from me this glo- 
rious Confeflion •, which I hope flow’d im- 
mediately from the affiftance of the holy 
Spirit, and accordingly defire here folemn- 
ly to Praife him for it, as an ad of moft 
profound condefcention, to fuch a finful, 
worthlefs Worm : u ’Twas this^ I do be- 
u lieve as firmly in Jefus Chrift, as tho’ 1 
“ faw him with my very Eyes Handing be- ' 

“ fore me : ..The impreffion was then as 
ftrong within, as my Words were ftrong 
and emphatical ; they much affeded my 
Friend, a very ingenious Perfon, who re- 
ply’d with great earneftnefs ; I would 
give the whole World I could fay fo. Ob- // 
lerve how the way of Duty, is the wav to • 
Peace ; and hearty Dengns of doing good, 
are the fur eft Methods or receiving it. * « 
I had formerly read many Books, on 
purpofe to eftabliffi my Faith in this great 
Point, but alas ! after all, ’twas too no- 
"fiohal : It nearly concerns all therefore, 
who defire to be fix’d in the belief of 
this main Article, upon which our All de- 
pends; to intermix their reading and 
ftudy with ardent Prayers; that Chrift 
may be reveal’d in them ; .winch will give 
them another kind of perception of that 
matter, than all the meer Book Knowledge 
they were ever Mafters of. 

' ■ ’ N 3 Obd 
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God ftrengthened my Faith wonder- 






^atanat-' 
lofe vile injefti- 
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by thol e very Metho< 
tempted t o fhake if f . . 

onswIthT~tEFir ffrange concomitant cir- 
cumftances related above, were very In- 
ftrii mental in this kind, and are, I blefs 
, God, ftill to this Moment ; God improving 
them to reinforce my Faith, to the con- 
founding at once all my Doubts. 

O the Kind, Wife, powerful Providence 
of the bleffed God / How did it out-fhoot 
the Devil with his own Bowl and turn 
his cuffed Defign, on his own Pate ! Thus 
cut of the Eater came forth Meat-, and out of 
the Strong came forth Sweet nefs : GT&rytO 
Thee, O Lord moft high : Eternal Praifes 
are Thy due } O bring me, bring me 
at laft to that Bleifed Place, where I 
may be in a capacity incelfantly to per- 
orm it. 

After this happy turn, as I gain’d free- 
dom of Mind, I made very ferious Re- 
flexions on the Mad and Sleepy part of 
the World, amidft fo much Light : I 

found I had been fleeping on the top of 
a Mail, in the midft of a roaring, tern- 
peftuous Sea: The fenfe of my danger 
made me pity fuch as I faw deeply im- 
mers’d in the World, plodding on tame- 
ly to deftru&ion. The ftrange affe&ing 
Light 1 faw by, fill’d me with wonder 
at Mens ftupidity, till I reflected on the 
Vail that had been on my own Heart. 
.1 had ftrong and lively apprehenfions of 
the worth of my Soul •, the vafl: impor- 
tance of Eternity, and the precipitate Mo- 
tions 
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lions of time. I faw what a- maffy Trea- 
sure I had loft ; io keen was the Edge 
of my Thoughts on this Subject, that I 
fnatch’d with perfed greedinefs, at the 
nimble gliding Minutes, as the Thirfty do 
after Drink: No Prodigal turn’d abfolute 
Mifer, outdid me : O ! how did I wifh 
and wifh again, for the golden Sands run 
and gone ? when I faw clearly what I had 
profufely fquander’d away ? The vivid 
Senfe of this made m e Re ad, Hear, and 
,Pray,— wi t h the pjateft adtvitvV l 
quented Sermons,^. with as great a keenefs 
of defire, as the hungry Soul has to his 
Food •, and receiv’d all, with as peculiar 
a guft, even greater than I had ever be- 
fore entertain’d any Diverfions. 

Blefled God! ?I befeech Thee dart fome 
of thefe thy quickening Rays, into every 
droufie Soul that may Read thefe Lines; 
make them pungent and awakening ; O 
thou that haft the refidue of the Spirit. 
Let not precious Time fit heavy on the 
Hands of any, the Lofs of which, when 
they know its true worth, will prefs har- 
der than the weight of Mill-Stones : And 
for thy Mercy fake in Jefus, eve x ret ain 
on mv poor Soul, the blefl e d Imprefl ion, 
in jtj; fal l an d u feful Strength. Amen. _ 
related above, how'Gbdlm his Provi- 
dence call: me on a Pafl'age in an Au- 
thor, that wounded my very Heart, and 
brought my Hopes to the loweft Ebb: 
But now, thro’ infinite Mercy, the Tide 
turn’d to my exceeding comfort, thi'o’ the 
fame Channel it opprefs’d me. Thus rer 

4 . n 4 covering 



Dr, ConantV 
Serm. I reai 



'Kith great 
delight and 
profit. 



U 






(Praytf 



• 



Dr. Piefbn* 




A? 

* 

(A 



» » 



I 



/ 






# » 




V 




C 184 ) 

covering fome fedatenefs of Mind, I took 
up fome pieces of the aforefaid Author : 
In reading him, I found furprizing Light 
and Comfort fpringing up in almofl: eve- 
ry Page : This unexpected Succefs, made 
me covet more, till I read his Works ve- 
ry near complete }^by which I got more 
fpiritual Illuminati on and ToV, than by any 
I evetlnet with, next the holy Scriptures. 

Whoever ferioufly reflects on this, and 
the other Palfages of my Reftauration ; 
will evidently fee, with holy wonder, God 
fl apping back, as it w ere, in^the ^ry fam e 
Path he ^ turnM his~back up on me in fore 
difjde afurg , Fis very ufeful to obferve 
thlsmore narrowly, that we may be the 
better InftruCted in the wife and power- 
ful Methods of his Providence, and be 
more ftrongly imprefs’d with the Senfe 
that he is the very Life and Soul of all 
Means, to deleft or revive ; the great All 
in All."’ The true pra&fck belief of which 
we all naturally are very backward to \ 
and the Belt have but too great Realbn 
to bewail their deficiencies of this kind. 

I believe God ufually blefles the La- 
bours of holy Souls, of mighty zeal for 
his Glory, even when their Heads are 
laid, with greater Succefs than he does 
many popular Difcourfesj for fneh as Ho r 




\ nor Him , He will Honor. Some Preach 
«;• themfelves more than Jefus Chrift, and 
* • teach their own glory, more than the pure 
weighty Truths of the Gofpel: They meet 
with many very fond of the Commodity, 
who, thro’ the predominancy of itching 
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Ears, and carnal Fancy, fuffer themfelves 
to be tickled to Death with a Feather, 
naufeating plain Truths of greateft im- 
portance. Purity and Simplicity are Truth’s 
belt Ornaments, while view’d in the Light 
of God’s Word and holy Spirit j humane 
Embellilhments too often Eclipfe its na- 
tive Beauty. Adam and Eve in Innocen- 
cy needed no Cloathing, nor does pure 
naked Truth any Set-offs Of Art to re- 
commend her to an honeft Heart, and an 
awaken’d Confcience : Her Charms lye in 
her unaffeded fimplicity } and the more 
fhe appears fo, the more ravifliing are the 
attradives of her Beauty, to the Spiritu- 
al Eye. ’Tis fallen guilty Man that needs 
the covering of Skins to hide his fhame, 
and a fickly difordered Fancy, that de- 
lights to wrap it felf in Fig-leaves : Na- 
kednefs was Man’s, as it is, and ever will 
be. Truth’s Perfedion. 

Holy Men have much of God’s Spirit, 
which enriches their Labours \ and as it 
breath’d in them, it breaths afterwards 
upon them } tho’ dead, yet they fpeak 
Words of Life. ’Twas fome of the laft 
dying Words of that excellent Perfon I 
juft mention’d : “ I fee I fhall change my 
u place, but not my Company : He liv’d 
long in Communion with God, and now 
was going more fully to enjoy it. He 
was a Perfon of great Parts and Learn- 
ing, but that was the Soul of all, to ani- 
mate it with Succefs. 

v % 
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I faw things quite in a new Light, ve- 
ry different from what I did before : ’Twas 
a Light that brought heat ; I began to re- 
ceive the Light of the Truth' in the Love 
of it: I felt the counter-parT oFTruths™ 
liTniy Heart ; I had the pra ctick Senfe of 
what I fcarce had ln Notion Te| ore, and” 
that very confufedly. The brighteft Truths, 
without a Spiritual Senlation, are but like 
Beautiful Objefts difplay’d before the Blind, 
that make no impreffion. This is the true 
Reafon why Senfualifts and Formalifts 
repute Religion a dull Bufinefs; becaufe 
they ne’er took Pains to feel its Power, 
which lets them into a perception of the 
true Peace and Joy it affords : This makes 
them defpife what they know not, and ri- 
dicule efpecially, the Myftick Spiritual . 
part of it; which they reproach as er- 
rant Cant, and meer Jargon, at belt En- 
thufiafm: An opprobrious Term, that 
blackens it, and founds very popular. 

I fcarce ever read the Bible, that holy 
blefled Book of God, that makes wife to 
•-^Salvation ; nor fcarce any other good 
“ook, but my Heart was warm ’d, hum- 
bled, enlighten’d, quicken’d, or comforfe3T 
I could now lee and obferve God in Ins 
Providence-, in Sermons, fuiting his Word 
to my Wants in my ordinary Conven- 
tion ; in Dangers;' Deliverances; in 
Afflictions ; Mercies ; in the works of Na- 
tu re, and Grace; in publick and private" 
converfes. To all which and much more 
1 found my felf ftark blind before. 
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A Spirit of Prayer I found pour’d out / £ 
upon me, even to cry, Abbt *, Father } my 
Petitions were more ftrong, lively and 
fpiritual, with humble confidence of ac- 
ceptance. I felt a new freedom, aptitude 
and readinefs to call God Father, to which 
I was an utter ftranger before, at leaft as 
to the vital feeling fenfe of the ExpreP 
fion. I hung all the weight of my hopes ' * 
of prevalency entirely on the Merits and 
Interceflion of the All-propitiating Sacri- 
fice, and All-powerful Advocate, JefusChrift 
the Righteous ^ that Lamb of God, which 
takes away the Sin of the World. - — 

I took a new and peculiar delight in Jfj| 
good People \ Pious Difcourfes-, Religious 
Exercifes •, in private Recefles \ to Read, ' * 
Meditate an dPr ay : I found tbabTn Soli- 
tude, I ne’er cou’d meet with amidft vain 
Company and Diversions \ even Peace, and 
holy Joy. The affairs of the World be- 
came a Burthen •, and all its great and pom- 
pous things loft their Charms : Se r mons 
and Prayers had my Affe&ions, leaving * 
little room for Formality and Diftra&ions, . 
my heart being united in God’s Fear, and 
fix’d to give him Praife ; that before was 
without confidence, diffiiling it felf like 
Water - , at the beck of every toyilh Vani- 
ty. Fear and ftrong apprehenfions of the 
importance of Eternity, made me think in 
my Diftrefs, I cou’d fpend all my time 
in Devotion, which I felt now the matter 
of my choice, and delight. 

But after all, to my Sorrow I find, both 
fweet and terrifying influences . may lofe 

; - ' their 
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their force, and the Soul grow benum’d 
and Lethargick, and the Spirit drag and 
move heavily, that once was all Fire, as 
in due place will appear. A very Inftru- 
£tive confideration to fuch as are unac- 
quainted with the flipperinefs and incon- 
itancy of their own hearts. 

I felt my Soul carried out to holy Souls 
as fuch •, however differing from me in 
Judgment : I hope I lov’d him I had not 
feen, in his Image in his, I had feen: I 
blefs God molt heartily, I was ne’er fen- 
lible of the Movements of any carnal in- 
ducements, to prevail with me in this 
Point. I found a Arrange readinefs to for- 
give Injuries and Afperfions, and to di- 
gelt Affronts. God exercis’d me imme- 
diately with Trials of this kind *, gave 
me the Vi&ory and the Comfort of it * 
for which I give him folemn Praife : ’Twas 
in an InAance that touch’d me to the quick, 
and one time of my Life had it happen’d, 
would have inflam’d me. I’m confident, to 
the laft degree. Now Pride, Paflion, Vain- 
glory, which hang all on a ftring, were 
like Fire over-born with much Water, 
that fmother’d only in the Allies : And 
tho’ occafionally fonie Sparks would be 
rekindling, they were ever hated, and by 
God’s affiftance, more or lefs lupprefs’d. 

I found the Sin of my Conftitution 
mortifi’d, which had molt wounded my 
Soul, griev’d God’s holy Spirit, and pro- 
yok’d him to Wrath. This, I hope, was 
not owing to alteration of Conftitution, 
nor was it the refult of flaviih Fear, or 
i better 
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better Difeipline, but the Grace of God, 
that changes the heart. Many miftake fa- 
tally here, without a real faving change ; 
belt difeover’d by the pulfe of the Soul, 
which beats high and ftrong in love to God, 
and fuitable A&ions of Obedience j which 
flow naturally as Water out of a Foun- 
tain, when the Affections are fpii'itualiz’d : 

But too many owe all their hopes to a 
change of Vices, jumping from one ex- 
tream to another, very plaufible and af- 
fecting, where there’s the Form of Godlinefs 
without the Power or to alteration of Tem- 
perament •, or the meer forbearance of the 
grofs outward aCts of Sin. But I Blefs 
God, I found a lhinefs of the occafions of 
Sin *, and began Reformation at the Cen- 
ter, the hearty the root of my mifearriages-, 
and made Confidence of the Motiones pri- 
mb primx y the firfl: twinklings of the * He that ui 

Thoughts. feth an un. 

Let no Man deceive himfelf ; * his Con- natural DallL 
fcience was ne’er thoroly awaken’d to feel wee with any 
the bitternefs of Sin, who plays fearlefly Vtc f> do f{ 
on the hole of the Alp : f is impoflible tbin $.f e ' n 
for fuch a one to maintain his Integrity r ^lain Z 
before God and Confcience *, nor is he j ncu b us 
likely long to keep it in the Eye of thc^wj be pro* 
World . For as all approaches to Sm and ftitutes a 
Temptation are forbid by God, and for wanton Souf 
that reafon defile the Confcience fo all andforeetbit 
compliances of this kind wilful* render t0 con j m,t 
us obnoxious to a fall. Such as exprefs JJ" The De- 
little care and fell-denial to pleafe and ho- vil hi „ r ,, f ■ 
nour God, can ne’er pretend regularly to StI1 ith'j 

til n t 
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that purity of heart he requires, nor have 
comfortable Evidences of their fincerity. 

I found a Spark of Zeal for God, his ho- 
nor, and the good of Souls : My affefli- 
ons, once fpread like Dung on the Face jA 
of the Earth, I felt now Centering in their 
proper Object. The load in great mea- . ^ 
lure being fhook off, which made my Spirit 0 
drag and move heavily in God’s Service ; $ j 

that averfenefs, deadnefs and lallitude I jlfl 

formerly felt, I found converted into a 0 
chearful readinefs and fecret Ambition to fso 
be fome way ufeful to his Glory •, which, juft 

I beg he would continue, and cut. out fome itfl 

way in his Providence for Aftion, tho’ sit 

in the loweft Sphere. gl 

1 now look’d thro’ fecond Caufes, up- $ 

on which I fo much doted, and thereby tk 

provok’d God, the jealous God. I had uti 

itching Ears before, tickled with Novelty, sle 

a fine Stile, Gefture, Elocution, neat Ha- ± 

rangues, florid Difcourfes : Some of which, %] 

tho’ Beautiful in their Seafon, yet 
were not like the great and plain things 
of the Gofpel *, which I faw I mull ea- j* | 

gerly be in quell of, if I meant to be hap- gg 

py. 1 had defpis’d the Minillry, but now ^ 

highly honor’d it, as a glorious Inftrument { ][. 

in God’s hand ; and therefore law that ^ 

the. life. of my profiting by it, was bound ^ 

up in his Blefiing , who can blaft the' bell b 

when Idoliz’d, and make the meanelt do } 

Wonders, when defpis’d •, as I lately had y 

found. Let fitch confider this, who are eat ^ 

up of a Party, to the lofs of their Charity, 
and have Mens F erf ons in admirati- 
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01 ^ who pretend they can profit by none 
but fnch as have the Shiboletb of their 
j party, t 

The Myfteries of Faith } Union with 
Chrift *, Juftification freely by Grace } the 
Affiftances of the holy Spirit \ Converiion, 
&c. when treated of, appear’d formerly 
Subjects fo Myfterious, that I receiv’d them 
with great coldnefs : but do this and live , 
had ever been a pleafant Song, tho’ God 
knows I made poor work of it. I thought 
all too much in my own Power, paying a 
fuperficial complement to God’s Grace, as 
a Notion, rather than as a folid Founda- 
tion to reft hope and dependance upon: 
And I feel it ftill a hard task to retain a 
pra&ick fenfe ofrelianceonDivineAiliftance 
in the way of Duty, as I believe the moft find 
that ferioufly let about it. Such as pre- 
tend every thing fo much in their Power, 
if they are not fome of the beft Men, will 
one Day certainly be found fome of the 
worft. ’Tis very incidental to all the Sons 
of Adam , to be full of Self-confidence ; 
the more reafon w r e have all to fufped 
our felves. I fay nothing in favour of floth 
and ina&ivity, but to beat down Pride and 
Self-fufficiency, which we can’t fo eafily 
quit, as we imagine. He that watches 
not aright, can neither Pray nor depend 
1 aright j and it’s as true, he that depends 
not as he Ihould, will ne’er Pray nor 
Watch as he Ihould •, they all depending 
one upon another, as does the Chain up- 
on its feveral Links. 



But 
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But now the Tables were happily turn’d ; 

I faw my Error, and reflected lharply 
on my ftupidity, and nothing now, I blefs 
God, more afFe&s me. The World, I 
know, is too ready to call fpiritual Di- 
% vinity,Myftick ; and Myftick, Enthufiaftick ; 
and thus ftigmatiz’d, ’tis eafy to bring it 
into Contempt with the unexperienced. 

I read now ferious praftical Books 
with great delight, even the molt fevere 
and fearching ; fuch as I dreaded before, 
and threw by. God poured Oil into my 
fJL Wounds, and bound them up by the ve- 
ry fame Hands he prob’d and exafpera- 
ted them : Which manifeftly declares the 
•* Povverand, Goodnefs of God; and indi- I 
catesTuch to have as falfe rotten Hearts 
as my Self, who dare not come to the 
Light, but avoid induftrioufly all pungent 
awakening Truths ; and only love fuch 
as few Pillows under their Elbows to nap 
quietly their Days away. I was much fa- 
fjfOLui Vj tisffd and delighted in reading thofe two 
y The BUJfed- fpiritual Books fpecified in the Margin, 

4 the which gave me great inlight into the Spi- 

■ ritual Life ; abundantly proving its ne- 
ivlil sL / 1 r cc t y to true Peace and Salvation, withal 
an. /£o a ifo rdi n £ me comfortable Symptoms— 




_ 7 particularly Of V 

„ ^ . -Jjthe nature and necejjity of KegeneraUm^ He 

tdib *» S^-^tells us, after many uieful Signs of a real 
nli J^Converfion, ^ that it’s the holy Spirit only* 

Who can afliffc us to make a comfortable 

app licatioii 
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application of Marks to our felves ; into 
whofe Light he refolves all our Joy and 
Peace in believing : By which alone we 
come to know our State to be good •, with- 
out whole teftimony we can’t be free from 
fears of Hypocrifie, fo full of mimickry, 
even of what’s belt, in the belt of Men. 

Thus did the Bleffed Sun of Righteouf- 
nefs arife with healing in his Wings,- to 
my poor, dead, benighted Soul : That Light 
of Lights ; tiie great and glorious Lumina- 
ry of Heaven j who beautifies and bea- 
tifies all the bleffed above, about the 
Throne of God, of which he is the very 
central Light. Thus did he gradually dif- 
pel the Clouds of ignorance, Senfuality, 
and Unbelief, and the horrors of that 
dreadful Night they procured. Thus the 
Day fpring from on high vilited a blind 
Mole burrowing in the Earth, grovelling 
in the very Valley of the fhadow of Death, 
chain’d to his Lufts like a Galley-Slave } . 

a Vaflal to Satan, the worft of Tyrants. 

The bleffed Jefus fhined thus into my 
dark Soul, till my hope and joy came to 
a Meridian Splendour ; even to the full 
affurance of hope } till I was tranfported 
with the Light of God’s Countenance, to 
that bleffed degree, as to defpife every * 
thing that came in competition with it : 

And Death it felf, 1 believe, would not 
have .terrifi’d me at that juncture. » 

This Heaven upon Earth, lafted more * 
or lefs many Months - 7 which I ever found . 
to ebb or flow, as 1 was more watchful 
or carelefs. Days fet a-part for pirivacy ^ 

Q and 
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Wc are none 
of us at all 
better than 
we mean : our 
gracious God 
takes us by 
what we in- 
tend and 
mean. Every 
Mans Mind 
is himfeif; 
and a M in is 
whathe means 
and intends. 
Dr , . W birch. 
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and folitude, I ever found of great Ad- 
vantage to regain any abatements of this 
blefled Frame : Particularly, I found pe- 
culiar careffes at, or after the holy Sacra- 
ment} and I fucceeded in that Duty u- 
fually, as I was more diligent in Prepa- 
ration for it } and never fince have inter- 
mitted it, thro’ God’s gracious afliftance. 
I’m perfuaded weekly Communions are 
molt beneficial: I fear doth is too much 
at the bottom of that pretended Argu- 
ment ufed by fome, againlt frequency, 
viz., that they abate that Reverence requi- 
lite at fuch an Ordinance. I think there 
is very little ftrength in it } and what is, 
lies as Itrong againlt all other holy Ex- 
ercifes, which we find the oftner we per- 
form, with the greater facility and reve- 
rence we come to them, and fucceed in 
them. Where doth and carnallity prevail 
to a naufeating the Ordinance } or averfi- 
on to ftri&nefs creates an indifferency } 
fuch neglects can’t fpring from good Prin- 
ciples, but declare an ill frame of heart. 
And fuch when they do come at their Ha- 
ted Seafons, which they take care fhall be 
very feldom, I fear come too formally. 
Confcience and Cultom may drive to fome 
dingy compliances } Love only leads to 
free and generous afts. W here defires 
trul y hang this w§v. but opportumfy Tails: 
Goa will eraaoufly accent 61 the Will for 
tne Deed, who meafur.es us moll fry the 
bent of ourliearts. And when Ins Pro- 
vidence"!^ dilpofes of us, that we can’t 
enjoy what we delire, if our Wants prove 

the 
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thefubiaft of our grief, we may hope 
God will firpply our outward deficiencies 
with effufions of his Grace, in proportion 
to the breathings of our Souls, and re- 
double his Bleliing on the few Vifits we 
thus folemnly make him. It concerns fuch 
as have long hung off from this Ordi- 
nance, or trifl’d in it, ferioufly to confider 
thefe things. 

Since this, God hath vouchfafed me Four 
very remarkable Deliverances. I was for- 
merly precipitate, little regarding God’s 
Providence, but in rneer Notion. Thus I 
often headily rulh’d upon dangers, fome- 
times tempting it ; at other times I as 
bafely relinquilh’d my Duty, and difixulb- 
ed it : But now, I blefs God, I could fee 

his hand, depend upon him, and ling his 
Praife. In all thefe Deliverances, I was 
in God’s way, but in the laft \ which prov’d 
moll hazardous, and coft me fome un- 
eafie Thoughts : An improveable hint by 
all ferious Perfons. 

Molt blefied God, what a dead Dog halt 
thou rais’d from the Chambers of Death, 
and the very belly of Hell, and brought 
into the Mount with thy Self, and made 
thy lovely Face Ihine upon him with Peace 
and Comfor.t ! Could I amafs all the Might 
and Skill of all the Arch-Angels in Hea- 
ven to praife Thee, ’twould be little e- 
nough : O accept the delire, and my wilhes 
to do it cverlaftingly •, till that one bright 
and eternal Day dawn : In the mean while 
let all my Powers blefs Thee and while, 
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others wonder at the Inftances of thy Met"* 
cv, make me live thy Praife for Jefus’ sfake. 

And is God indeed thus Merciful, thus 
'-*>ready to forgive the greateft Sinners-, and able 
to relieve in the molt deplorable Exi- 
gency, even after Sins againft the brightefl 
means ^ auainft principles of Education, 
Light and Conviftion, Mercies moft en- 
dearing, Warnings, Providences, Judg- 
ments, thro’a continued feries ofmany Years, 
at the expence of the greateft Goodnefs and 
Patience flighted and abus’d ? Who then has 
any reafon, or dare, after fuch a Prece- 
,, dent, Defpair, if but willing to return to 
* God and his Duty? Defpair is the com- 
plement of Sin -, the Sin of Sins:, the ve- 
ry perfe&ion of Unbelief-, a Sin greater 
than all the other Sins of the Life put 
together *, that fallens the Guilt of all our 
Sins upon us, without-,which the greateft 
con’d not hurt us. Shall any then pre- 
fume to think or fay, their Sins are great- 
er than God’s Mercies, or Chrift’s Merits? 
To aft thus, after fuch an Inftance of bound- 
lefs Companion, is to defpife our own 
Mercies, and fpurn at the yearning Bow- 
els of Love and Mercy it felf : ’Tis to 
gratifie the Devil, ruine our Selves, and 
provoke God in the higheft degree, 
n i. Then, let the poor temp ted wear y 
Soujjj'eceive Encouragement, be its Cafe 
what it_ willj; as he will be readyto fnp- 
pofe it^ as" bad as poflible j for it’s as na- 
tural for a truly humbled awaken’d Sin- 
ner, to think his Condition Angular, and 

him- 
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himfelf the worft and vileffc Creature un- 
der the Cope of Heaven, as ’tis for a Man 
awake to have the ufe of his Seqfes ; 
, or one long kept in a dark Cavern, to be 
overcome by the glaring Light of the 0- 
pen Sun. To pafs fuddenly from one ex- 
tream to another, caules violent Impreffi- 
ons. The Scriptures compare a State of 
Sin, to that of Death, Sleep, and Dark- 
nefs : What a perception then a Soul mufb 
have in palling from extreams of this kind, 
to the contrary, may be imagin’d, but 
t more fenfibly experienced. ’Tis Satan’s 
* Policy to keep Men in ignorance as long 



’Tis expedient in thefe Cafes, fometimes 
to make liberal concefllons, and allow the 
troubled Spirit to fuppofe his State, as his 
Fears fuggeft: Otherwile he continually 
harping on this firing, will admit of no 
Confolation, but what’s grounded on this 
fuppofition. Till thefe meafures were ta- 
ken with me, the belt Advice made no 
more imprefiion upon me than Water does 
upon a Rock •, but Counfels grafted on the 
conclufions I form’d of the Angularity of 
my Cafe, I found gave a turn to the edge 
of my Thoughts. 

Are you then a prophane Libertine, (£') 
a prefumptuous Sinner againft Light, Mer- *'-~ y 
cy, &c. a backlliderin Heart, a Hypocrite, 
a Formalifl:, a Pharilaick Self-jufticiary, a 
Perfecutor, an Idolater? Are you any of 

Q 3 thefe ? 
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thefe, or all thefe,and worfe, if worfe can 
be ? Remember then the Succftfs of the 
poor humbled Publican-, the returning 
Prodigal \ the converted Pharifee •, who, 
after the exertion of a proud bitter Zeal, 
breathing Blood and Slaughter againft the 
Church of Chrift, commenc’d, thro’ the 
exceeding redundancy of the Grace of God, 
one of the molt glorious Saints God ever 
had on Earth. Think of David , St. Pe- 
ter, and Manaffeh -, who made the People 
do worfe than the Heathen: Read 2 Chrgtu_ 
33 Chap, and then let your black difor- 
dered Fancy outftrip, by the power of I- 
magination, his reallities : Dip your Pencil 
as deep as may be in Melancholy ap- 
prehenfions and let the accufer ot the 
Brethren guide your Hand, while you 
draw the Pifture of your vile, miferable 
State:, yet reft allur’d, there's Mercy with 
God that he may he fear d and plenteous 
Redemption in Jefits Chrifi ; and that for 
Jl- you, if but humble and believing.. 

/-v Let no fenfe of Unworthinefs drive you 
* from Chrift, but to him, who is only Phy- 
fician to the Sick -, Reft to the Weary 
and heavy laden ^ and a Saviour, not to 
the Righteous, but loft Sinners } who re- 
joices more at the Return ofthe loft Sheep, 
than at the ISlinety nine which ne’er went 
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aftray. Every one that does^ J put Thir ft 
is invited } and the more tHIrfFvTnEhe more 
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welcome : Ho every one that Thirfts , let him 
come and Drink of the Waters of Life freely : 
Come hay Wine and Milky without Price and 
Money, This thirft and defire manifefts 
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a fecret attraction of Chrift, which are no 
where fonnHplM' wheTe his Myfte- 
rious influx is the Ipring of them. Only 
take heed of that curfed Do&rine of De- 
vils ; of finning becaufe Grace abounds, 
quite contrary to the whole ftrain of the 
Gofpel : Becaufe Chrift Juftifies the Un- 
godly, and his Merits and God’s Mercies 
are more glorified in the Pardon of the 
greateft Sins, fome cry up Faith and free 
Grace, to the deftru&ion of Purity and 
Holinefs. The Treafures of God’s Mer- 
cies difplay’d in this kind, are only in- 
tended as an Encouragement to fuch as 
truljL, hate, and are willmgtpJorMe - ^ a' 
their Sins. I have heard fome fay, if they £0 
clid not Sin greatly, how cou’d Grace a- .^^rj '‘{■tfUfl , 
bound? The more. Sin, the more is God’s 
Mercy and Chrift’s Merits glorifi’d : What 
Fiendifh Language is this? Hell it fell 
can’t fpit more rancorous Venom } a Do- 
Clrine that makes certain Ship-wreck of 
Faith and a good Confcience : What grofs j rC b.Bifhop 
Folly and Impudence is it for any Man,L a y ton? 
walking in the Lulls of his own Heart, serm. 16. pi 
to fanfie and aver himfelf to be a part- 29a, 
ner of that Redemption, whereof fo great 
a part is to deliver u s from the Power o f 
our Iniquities, to renew our Hearts, and 
reunite them to God, and poiTeis them 
with his Love. I 

-wdtfci thihFTerioufly upon that terrible 
Text* For there are certain Men crept in un* j U( j e ^ 
aw ares , who were before of Old ordain d to 

this Condemnation , Vngodly Men 7 turning the 
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i Tim. 6, 3J Grace of God into Lafcivioufnefs. Jf any 
4. .Man teach otherwife , confent not to whol- 

fome Words , Cuf/z Words of our Lord Je~ 
fas Chrifi, and to the Dottrine which is ac- 
, cording to godlinefs } he is Proud., knowing no- 

Tir. 2. lathing. Who gave himfelf for us, that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity, and purifie unto 
himfelf a peculiar People aealous of good 
Works. Take heed but of this Rock, and 
let nothing retard thy flight to the City 
of Refuge. 

If you are fuller of Sin, of all forts 
nd fizes, than the Sea of Water, the 
Sun of Light, and Hell of Darknefs •, yet 
remember they are not infinite ; that no- 
thing but final JJnbelief can cut you off 
, from an infinity of Mercy and Merits *, 
V ^Hieye on Jfefus Chriflr •, or at le aft fa y. 
Lord, I believe, or (letlfe to bef igv e 7 Teh 
tFou my UnFeUef : 'Todlf upon Defpair as 
'tamely lying down in the very bottom of 
Hell. If a perfeft Arranger to God, feek 
ardently his Friendlhip without delay : If 
a decliner from his ways, drop’d quite 
into fecurity long perfifted in •, flrir up 
your felf to Repentance •, to the attain- 
ment of your firfl; Faith and Love that 
ou may be able to do your firlt Works 
Pray inceflantly, earneflrly ■, Arrive again!!; 
the Stream •, hope and depend, tho’ 
with much weaknefs and reludfancy. 

Be your cafe as bad as the Devil and 
an awaken’d wrangling Confcience can 
make it \ yet flee to Chriflr, tho’ you can’t 
fo much as touch the Hem of his Garment ; 
Study and plead the Promifes, read Trea- 
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tifes on that Subject Has God heard a- 
riy out of the Belly of the Grave and 
Hell, as it were, and lhall you Defpair of 
help and Mercy? Is God’s hand fhort-. 
ned, that he cannot fave ? Or his Bow- 
els Ihrunk, that he will no.t ? Is the Sun 
the emptier of Light, for Ihining ? or wea- 
ry of bellowing his Beams upon Dunghills ? 
Dare you fay, the Sun of Righteoufnefs has 
no Rays for you, when you fee him la- 
vifh them upon a benighted Soul, upon 
the very Verge of the bottomlefs Pit ? 
Can your Cafe be reputed lingular after 
reading mine? Know, ’tis as natural 
for all in your State to think fo, as 
for the Sick to groan, and the Lame to 
halt ; every one thinks his own Wounds 
moll painful •, his Burthen moll intollera- 
ble ; and every awaken’d Sinner, his Heart 
the viieft. Confcience enlighten’d. Sins 
appear like Motes in the Sun, which be- 
fore lay hid, and with peculiar aggrava- 
tions, which overwhelm the Soul with a 
fenfe of Guilt and Mifery : No wonder 
then it thinks every one’s Cafe better than 
its own: But know this is a molt falfe 
and unreasonable charge ; for none can 
know another, as he does himfelf ; and ’tis 
better to feel the fmart of your Wounds, 
which may quicken you to feek a Cure, 
than to die of a Gangrene without 
Pain. 

Sink your felf lower by your footy 
Thoughts, if you can, than I was; fet I- 
jnagination a Tilt, that mighty Engine of 
Torment, tho’ ply’d with all the Skill 
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the black Art can afford it and fuppofe, 
if you can, your Cafe more defperate 
than mine, afting but a fpark of Reafon. 
How long a day of Grace did God vouch- 
fafe me? O never enough adored Mercy 
/ i and Patience! Don’t then fay yours is 
toepyMl y paft: God’s Thoughts are not like yours. 
Jf Off •^*7^ But if you will have yours the worft ", 

Ko if- wlaof if* Thrill ^f-ic* nr\t trrmr* mult- 



P^^know, be it what it will, ’tis 
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but the love of Sin, that can ruin yon ; 
and look uporC£,ftrong defire of Faith, 
*0 'if if not as the firm aawns, vet as an ecfr- 
°iSr J~ nfifT^fit. Do the Streams of natural 

• <fe11res‘'fife thus high above their Foun- 
! tain ? Look upon them as touches from a- 
b ove : Go to the great Phyfician then, for 



t he calls you, and fay. Lord, help my Vnbe- 
l-ief : A returning Soul molt guilty, molt 
glorifies him, as it demonftrates the won- 
ders of his Love and Power. All in Hea- 
ven once were Sinners, and fome of them 
the chiefeft *, God offers you Mercy, don’t 
obftrud his Glory, and your own Hap- 
pinefs, by needlefs doubts and fcruples. 



Your own Heart and the Devil have de- 
ceiv’d you by carnal fecurity •, don’t let 
him now top his Defign, by laying on the 
Corner-Stone of Defpair: Be lure his 
Finger is in this finifhing ftroke of Wick- 
ednefs, the more effectually to difhonour 
God, and ruin your Soul. Tho’ in Dark- 
nefs, feeing no Light -, yet ftay your felf 
vy on the Lord, whofe thoughts of Mercy 
are as much above yours, as the Heavens 
are the Earth : with whom all things are 
4 poffible, XJfe all lawful means j keep 

God’s 
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God’s way, plead the Promifes , the 

loflgeft * ' 

itetT'Tiow, above all times , to your own un- 
der ft anding j trail more the Judgments of 
others : Stifle nothing j Confeflion to pro- 
per Per Sons and Difcourle give eafe : Re- 
folve, if you mull, to perilh at the Foot See an In . 
of Chrift, where none ever did, who lay fiance in Dr'. 
there with humility j juftifying him in all Horneck’s 
his procedures. Dread envious, repining, beft Exercifes. 
hard thoughts of God, as the fparks of/'- - 56 - 
Hell, which gratifle the Devil as they dis- 
honor God, and torment your own Soul. 

Carefully avoid rafli, paflionate Expreflions, 
which give the Enemy great advantage, 
and will coll you fad after-Refle&ions?: 

The Temptation runs Among at this time, 
to think and fpeak hard of God and your 
Self, Arrive againft it with all your might: 

Your yieldings here, will be Satan’s great 
Earnings •, redouble your guard where 
the fmartelt attack is, there be fure he 
expefts to get no Small advantage, if he 
carry his Point. 

Say not as wretched I did, in the bit- 
ternefs of my Soul j Chrift dy’d not for 
me. He had no intentions to Save me : To 
queftion his Will, carries with it a tacit 
Reflexion on his Power: Wreftle with 
him till he Blefs you j he is beft pleas’d 
with a holy Violence, and reiterated im- 
portunity. He’ll account this prefling in- 
to his Prefence, not as great Men do, 
troublefome and unmannerly •, but give 
you firft or laft the better welcome moft 
afluredly : Say with the Leper, Lord , if 

thou 
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then wilt? thou canfi make me clean : Wait 
with the Woman of Canaan , in greatTHii” 
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mility, tho’ his firft ,a nfwer 
his Countenan ce ftern ; yet in due time, 
you IhalTlmd him the~lheek, gentle Lamb 
of God \ ready to wafh away your Lepro- 
lie in his own Blood ; faying, I will be 
thou clean 7 and, great is thy Faith , be it as 
thou defireft. 

If the Devil and your guilty Fears at- 
tempt to flop the Breath of your Pray- 
See Bp. S an- erS) cry the louder with the Blind Man, 
rff Thou Son of David have Mercy on me’. A 
f jfl r J 1 4 er ~ fhatter’d broken Prayer acknowledges him ; 

’ none difowns him. The Prayer of the Wick- 
ed is Sin ; but that of a broken Heart and 
* contrite Spirit , is of great Eftimation and 
efficacy. Think not your Prayer formal; 
a Hypocritical taking God’s Name in vain, 
fo put on the fcore of your Sins, a pro- 
vocation inflaming your account ; as the 
Enemy without fail will fuggeft. Ex- 
pert not to feel affections flowing now 
your Soul is benum’d with grief, and 
your Heart contracted with Sorrow and 
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Groan from a 
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, „„„ -..~_..er tune, 

Don f confine your felf to long and 
* fet Duties without Lome freedom of Spi- 
rit ; left Satan difcourage you by the te- 
dioufnefs and drynefs of them ; heavinefs 
and dulaefs, is not ffiook off now, as ata- 

nother 
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nother time, by Refolution and Contents 
on : Lift your Soul then to God, in f re- *, • 
auent afpirations ; ’tis ftrength, not length 
or Duty, that God regards. Defi re to be . 
on vour Knees , andfnatch at every nick 
for folemn P raye r •, then if your Cafe ad-" — 
mit nbt^bfltTLe’ll gracioufly accept the a 
W ill for the Deed, pity your Infirmities, & 
and receive your Ejaculations : Let the 
frequency of thefe fupply the deficiency of 
Set-Duties in extremity. By fuch fallacies. // 
as are here fpecified, did Satan muzzle 1 
me, and keep me from Prayer, often in 
my extremities let none be wholly dis- 
courag’d, if by ftrefs of weather they have 
' been forced from this Sheet-Anchor •, but, 
ftill let them value, and be as follicitous 
to keep it, as Mariners are theirs in a 
Storm : tho’ God’s Providence fave many 
left to the rage of Winds and Waves ; 
yet no Man mult fling up the Means of 
his fafety, while they continue in his Hands, 
but ply all with diligence. 

Cry thus with holy importunity } and 
you fhall receive your Sight in God’s 
due time, ever bell, tho’ uneafinefs make 
the prefent feem moll feafonable. If the 
unjuft Judge was thus overcome, be fure 
the Judge of the whole Earth will come 
at length to your refcue, a Saviour to al l ( 7 ) 
that with Pat ience wait for him : Remem- 
ber~IPs Satan, wHo once tempted, that 
now terrifies: ’Tis he that overcharges 
you, who formerly foftned your Guilt ; 

He had the fame defign in chafe he now 
has, only has fhifted his Methods : . He 

com- 



/ 



I 



fur priori 
rutfci 






d> 



( 20 6 ) 

tad D>\_ compounded with you before, now would 
ibbs'j Soul's carry you by Storm : God’s holy Spirit 
h as enlighten’d you, or he had wheedled 
*l~21id^^yon on in darknefs *, fear not the Light, 
vpfSmcetwiw t hQ’ troublefome to your weak difteni- 

per’d Eyes. 

ChriH: all this while fecretly draws and 
fupports you : have Patience, and weather 
the Storm a little •, Heaven is worth a 
iharp brunt : Keep your hold, and all is 
your own } be of good Chear, the great 
Phylician calls you, tho’ by harfh Metho ds, 
yet with molt kind jntenlions : God'de- 
l^iTesnotThe Day of fmalTThings, don’t 
you : Make not to o much haft, he that 
believesyaoes not : He waited long for 
your return to him don’t then grow 
impatient, if he make you tarry : He has 
g r a cio ns Defigns even in his de lays. ; Peace, 

to come too late when they are enjoy’d : 
t Stay and .hone, and he that (hall come , will 
coniey it may be quickly ; it not, yet at 
_iJength the more comfortably. Even fo, 
• Lord Jefus, come to every tempted, trem- 
__ ,bling Soul. Amen. 

My juft concern for Perfons in this dole- 
ful State, has made me run this Topick 
out of compafs: The unexperienc’d may 

think it tedious, but poor tofs’d weary 
Spirits, if God’s Bleffing give it any effed, 
will think it as much too fhort : Let this 
confideration apologize for this excurfion,to 
all ftrangers to trouble of Mind. I ciofe all 






under this Head, with a PalTage occurring 
in my extremity : ’twas this : One of good 
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knowledge in Religion, tho’ little under 
its Power, obferving the preflure of my 
Diftrefs, let fall this Expreflion •, “ Da 
w you think God will give yo u_twq Hells ? (s> 
cc He does not Punifh at this rate "Ter e 
“ and hereafter. It pleafed God to blefs 
it, as Tome ftay to my Spirit \ and it real- // 
ly wants not its weight: I pray God o- 
thers may confider it, and what elfe has 
been faid, to extraft fome gleams of hope 
and comfort out of all : But let none mift , 

apply it. 

2. Let all hence learn to give and re- 
ceive a good Education, as a vaft Blefling, 
and be fure to follow it with many hear- 
ty Prayers : All, it’s true, may feem to 
be worn out and loft, yet they prove a 
weight, and pull back more or lefs ^ and 
when God gives a new fpring to aU, as he 
often does, they’ll be found of inconceivable 
advantage. Good Principles may be almoft 
overgrown with Weeds of Vice, to the 
exhaufting almoft the very Life of them, 
and yet the Hand of Heaven can revive 
them : Prayers of pious Parents may hang 
long upon the File unanfwer’d, after their 
Heads are roll’d into the Dull: j and yet 
their Children may in due time find the 
Blefling of luch an Inheritance : God, for 
wife and holy Reafons, may fufpend the 
anfwer in their Life-time j to wean them 
from the World, and exercife their Faith 
and Dependance on him } and yet one Day 
may find, they were far from being put 
up in vain. Corn comes not up as foon 
as Town, but after Faith and Patience, a 

fruit- 
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fruitful Harveft appears. I folemnly here 
blefs God for the returns of this fure, and 
beft part of my Inheritance, and beg the 
remains behind, in his due time. Let Pa- 
rents that neither Pray for their Chil- 
dren, nor Inftrud them as they lhould, 
confider how barbarous and inexcufable 
they’ll one Day be found.. Some I have 
known to do little, but pretend to exped 
the Grace of God •, a meer idle, wicked 
pretence: For fiich as ufenot means, give 
the Lie to their own Prayers •, and affront 
God, if fuch may be fuppofed to pray in a 
blind piece of Charity. And let wicked 
Children, that brag they have worn off 
the Principles of their Education 3 if they 
have but a fpark of Reafon left, confider 
with Terror, what may be the dreadful 
Ifluc : For God does not always interpofe, 
efpecially when they wilfully break thro’ 
all Tyes, and ftrongefl: Obligations. 

3. Let none prefume to play the Wan- 
tons in Sin, from fome precedents of 
God’s free and furprizing Grace : What- 
ever he does fometimes, to declare the 
Treafures of his boundlefs Mercy, yet he 
ordinarily leaves Men to Die as they Live. 
But fuch as turn his Grace into Wanton- 
nefs, have leaf!: reafon to exped fuch a 
favour 3 and I believe feldom obtain it. 
No Man governs himfelf by thefe Prin- 
ciples in leffer Matters. Who is fo Mad 
to commit a capital Crime, upon prefump- 
tion of escaping the Hands of juft ice, meer- 
ly becaufe fome have been i pardon’d at the 

Gallows? Such as help’d to feduce me, I 
J fear. 
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~ fear, are the lame, if not worle ; and too 
violent Symptoms threaten their continu- 
ance therein : One of them own’d to me, 
he had loft the goverment of hlmfelf, and 
was perfectly at the Lure of his Luft, tho’ 
arriv’d, to a ftate of Impotency : 1 pray 
God pity and relieve fuch miferable Souls. 

An Ancient Author tells us, of an Ar - Grec 
nan put to Death at Norwich , who, a lit- no. 
tie before his Execution, ask’d if he might 
be lav’d by Chrift : And being told he 

might, -if he repented : He broke out 

monftroufly into this hellifh Speech : “ Is 

cc Trr\m. f^\ — :n. ru r. i„ i_ _ . . , 



I find no ftate is exempted from Tern- , 
pta.tion : No not that of Confolation ; nor f 
is it a bounce of big Words, ora fuddea A 
Ipurt of warm Refolutions, that fecures us ; 
nor will whining or complaining relieve 
us •, but watching, praying, contending, * 
with a conftant dependance on God: I 
fpeak now of ordinary Temptations. He 
gives us acompleat fuit of Armor of his own 
Contrivance, even the whole Armor of God ; 
but none for the Back, if we play the Cow- 



men comer - wno delpile and undervalue VuS ° || f 

Chrift for his. Patience and Forbearance; pfa. 

who Sin more boldly and obftinately, the « , ♦ .*> if 
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Hell ot Wickednefs, that is in Mens Wtrtfd n . || 
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It will quench his fiery Darts, as fure as the 

Word of God is true, that recommends 

* 

it. 

I now experienced the truth of what 
experimental Divines teach, vix.. that af- 
ter Iharp Conflicts, God ufually pours in 
the Wine of Confolation, as a Viaticum, to 
go on, and in progrefs, to face new dif- 
ficulties with frelh courage: That when 
a Soul has h3d molt intimate Communion 
with God, by getting into the fecret of 
his Prefence y then Satan lies molt at the 
eatch, to enfnare it. When hottefl, we 
ufually catch molt Cold, efpecially if we 
Hand in the open Air, without movement. 
TooAften, after warm enjoyments, the Soul 
is off her guard, and fearlefs, the Enemy 
induftrioully watches for this halting y chils 
and ftrikes a damp, that ftiffens and un- 
fits her for aCtion. That after a long Calm, 
and great Serenity, a Storm is to be ex- 
pected ^ after Suavities, l'ome fierce en- 
counters. 

Accordingly, after much fettled Peace 
and Comfort, a molt bold Temptation ac- 
cofted me, which urg’d and prefs’d me 
with remarkable Violence, Impudence and 
Importunity : At the fame time God im- 
prefs’d a mighty awe of his Prefence upon 
my Spirit, which produc'd an utter ab- 
horrence and rejection. I doubt not but 
God permitted the Devil thus to fingle 
me out for Combat, and fuccour’d me 
that I might have the comfort of the Tri- 
al y he the glory of the Succefs y and Sa- 
tan the Shame of a Baffle. O the pity and 
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merciful contrivance of my dear God ? 
who tim’d it fo to my Advantage •, which, 
at another feafon of my Life, might have 
undone me, had it been thus ftrangely 
circumftantiated and reiterated. Blefled 
- be God for a Prefence of Mind, and holy 
Refolution: Thro’ Thee alone, Lord, have 
I conquer’d •, to Thee be all the Glory. 
Amen . 

After the recovery of my Peace, I was 
not, that I remember, in the lealt alfaulted 
in this kind, for a long while, till this fud- 
den Onfet: Which confideration, as it 

fuggefts a Very fit occaiion to own, and 
praife the kind care of my great Lord 
and Mailer, in not differing me to be at-* 
tack’d till I was well fettled ; fo likewife 
to make fome ufetul Obfervations on the 
particularity of this Temptation, viz.. 

x. That Satan ever alfaults the weakeft 
fide, moll neglefted; and will not attempt 
us, even in that part where he has often, 
and with greatell facility fucceeded, when 
he finds us very vigilant upon a drift guard i 
And if fo, as moll afiuredly it is, it teach- 
es us conftant watchfulnefs, whereby we 
may avoid the trouble and terror of his 
Temptations, and the dangerous fuccefsof 
them : He dreads the cautious as he does 
a foil, very grievous to a proud, malicious 
Spirit : The very milling, or abatement 
of his.Tafe, troublefome fuggeftions, will 
more than compenfate the expence of our 
diligence, befide the avoidance of fo great 
a harvard, as the Violence of fome of his 
onfets expofe us to-, a comfortable con- 

P % fideratioii 
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fide ration to all fuch as value their Peace 
and Salvation : And I pray God, it be 
iuitably improv’d. 

That as all Impreflions of Fear, Love, 
and Caution, are naturally apt to abate in 
time, without great Vigilance ^ fo Satan di- 
ligently expeCts the critical Minute, and 
will be fure to improve it to the utmoft ^ 
either more flily, but not at all the lefs 
effectually or by open Battery and A fault, 
if the Breach be practicable *, efpecially af- 
ter great Humiliations, and Experi- 
ences of God’s gocdnefs *, to plunge the 
Soul more confummately in Defpair, and 
thereby lhake the Faith of others : For 
where he thus prevails, the Soul often 
finks into defpondency, and fo the Party 
makes away with himfelt ^or elle, having 
no hopes of Heaven, turns Libertine, ftri- 
ving to make the belt ot this World: Ei- 
ther o f which has fearful confequences, af- 
fecting themfelves and others. 

What fafety then can we dream of in 
this World ? Ho circumftances can fecure 
us-, for when the Enemy feems to fly, and 
leave us for a feafon, ’tis but to lay an 
ambufcade, frequently molt fuccefsful. 
Dr.Gilpincf u The Devil, fays one, when he fights af- 
T empt. Pan u ter the Parthian manner, is molt to be 
124. u fear’d^ when he turns his Back, he 
y *<■ Ihoots molt envenom’d Arrows, and 

tc whom he fo wounds, he commonly 
wounds them to Death. O! howlhouldwe 
then continually pray for frelh fupplies 
from Heaven •, fti'iving often toreimprefs 

on our Souls, by ferious Meditation, what 
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time and inadvertency may have worn off: 

This is one kind of Watching unto Prayer \ 
a good Preparative for it ; and a circula- 
tion of Prayer and Meditation, will be found //»#• 
a circle of lafety, infinitely beyond the 
power of Magick and Enchantment: The 
Devil laughs at fuch folemn Follies \ and 
if he fubmit at any time to thofe Rules 
of Art, ’tis only to get the Purer hold of 
the Artifts: But holy Exercifes really • 
make him tremble. 

3* That if ever we fuccefsfully oppofe 
the ci'aft and power of Satan, it muft be 
in a better ftrength than that of our own : 

For ftrong Temptation, with fudden fur- 
prize, thrufting violently upon us, may fo 
ftun Reafon, and awaken Senfe, that the 
Soul may warp, before Ihe can recoiled!: 
her felf, if God don’t fome way interpofe •, 
and when once we begin to yield, the Tetris 
ptation redoubles its force, and our ftrength 
declines every Minute ’tis hard then to 
recoiled!:, and rally our broken Forces ^ 
and what then can be the Iffiie \ but that 
the Serpent having thus wound in his 
Head, foon wreaths in his whole Body, 
to fting us at his Pleafure ? Let us go out 
then againft thefe formidable Foes in the 
Name of the Lord, as holy David did a- 
gainft Goliah : Their inviilbility is their 
advantage •, but if the Power of Chrift reft 
upon US, in the Name of the Lord we (hall 
defiroy them. u We are furrounded with Dr. Barrow 
tc the fpiritualities of Wicked nefs : May?- 459- 
u we not look on our Pelves as Gralhop- j 
“ pers, compared to thefe Anakims ? and - -< t 

P 3 “ quite ^ * • r. 
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a qu itc defpair by our own ftrength to 
“ vanquifh and refill them ? In our fpi- 
“ ritual conflict with fuch dangerous and 
“ dreadful Adverfaries, we need a large 
<■<■ fupply of the Spirit, a collation of auxil- 
“ liary Forces, an habitual fupport deriv'd 
a f r om that invincible and infallible Spirit, 
« which only is ftronger and wifer than 

ct 

4. That it’s good to be well employ’d 
in God’s way, when the roaring Lion is 
ranging abroad in his Walks : as we lhall 
more rarely meet him, fo when we do, we 
(hall be fure the better to grapple with 
him •, for now we meet him with our 
Weapon in our hand, and God Handing 
by to be our Second, how then can we 
fail of Victory ? But if Idle, or in By- 
Paths, we then tempt him to tempt us; 
we put a Weapon into his hand, and diP- 
arm our felves; we drive away our migh- 
ty Friend and Succourer, and then we 
are fure to lofe the Day. 

I mull inculcate it once more, left any 
miftake me, fuppofing I attribute all to 
the Power of the Devil: Flo, I think to 
lay all the blame of our Faults to his charge, 
is ablolutely falfe, and looks like a hypo- 
critical Apology for our own Laxinefs : ’Tis 
too evident, had we not Traitors within, 
few or none of his attempts would fucceed. 
’Tis true, the raoft a&ive Chriftians will 
be fet upon by him, but their Victory 
over him, and his over the carelefs, de- 
monftrate how great a (hare our own 
Hearts have in our falls. There is an im- 
• . ’ ; ' pregnable 
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pregnable Fort in our own Souls, that he 
can’t matter without our own unfaithful? 
nefs he can lift, try, wheedle, and folli- 
cit } but he can’t force the Will, till our 
own confent open the Door. He is called 
the Accufer of the Brethren \ to Ihew how 
ready and induftrious he is to prefer an 
Inditement, and follicit a Commiffion a- 
gainft good Men, when they trip, or grow 
fecure : He has liberty to fall on the warn- 
dring and carelefs : And therefore the belt 
have no more truefafety, than they have 
of vigilancy. What God can, or may do, 
in reftraining him in fome Cafes, for kind 
and wife Reafons belt known to himfelf, 
when he has a fit and juft occafion againft 
us, is not for us to determine } nor a 
Rule therefore to a& by, or warrant our 
' fafety upon His W ord is our fure guide, and 
the poft of Duty, is our only place of fafe- 
ty. What God may permit, by way of 
Trial in this kind, and with deiign to 
our greater good, to which he converts 
it by an over-ruling Wifdom and Power, 
we mutt not be too bold to determine, 
tho’ we know he often has, and ftilldoes 
ib \ much lefs venture upon any Tempta- 
tion upon that prefumption •, for its natu- 
ral and direft tendency is to our ruin : 
Tho’ God often make winnowing, puri- 
fying, and fhaking, a means to eftablifhus \ 
yet ’tis pure Poifon in its nature, and fole- 
ly owing to his Skill, that it becomes an 
Antidote.- 



v J 

A fenfe of our rcadinefs to offend a. 
holy God, and thereby giving our Enemy 
an advantage, lliou’d teach us Humility, 
Vigilancy, and Dependance. Should God 
ftri&ly mark what’s amifs, what gaps would 
thefe throw open to the grand Deftroyer? 
A Meditation that teaches us great caution, 
as well as hearty Praifes to the molt 
High. 

The (hort of all is this: As guilt and 
inlatiable Lulls, will make the feverelt 
part of Hell hereafter, to which Devils 
will prove accelfional Tormentors : So our 
corrupt Nature, Inclinations, and vicious 
Habits here, are the prime Sources of our 
Mifcarriages, tho’ improv’d and excited 
by Satan’s Skill and Malice. Take it in 
the Words of an excellent Perfon. u When 
u we fay, the Devil is continually bufy 
“ with us, I mean not only fome Apo- 
<c Hate Spirit, as one particular Being ; 
Lt but that Spirit of Apoftacy lodg’d in 
u all Mens Natures. Where we fee Pride, 
u Self-love, &c. we may lay, here and 
tc there is that Evil Spirit. All Sin in 
u Man’s Spirit, has the Central force and 
“ Energy of Hell in it, and is perpetual- 
cc ly prelfing down towards it, as towards 
44 its own place. Sins are thofe fiery 
44 Snakes, which will eternally lalh and 
44 torment damn’d Spirits. Every Man’s 
44 Hell arifes from the bottom of his 
ct own Soul : Thofe ftreams of Fire and 
cc Brimftone ordain’d for the torment of 
u the Damn’d Spirits, are ratherthe exfu- 

dations of their own filthy, corrupt na- 

u ture. 
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11 ture, than any external thing. Hell is 
“ not fo much induc’d, as educ’d out of 
1 '-“Mens finful Paflions and filthy Lufts: 
“ other things are but appendixes. 

Would People perufe f uch noble and 
d ivine thoughts as this Author abounds in, 
’twould mightily tend to drive them out 
of thofe refuges of Lies, they foolifhly hide 
their Heads in, and fill their Minds with 
a true Idea of the Chriftian Religion : 
’twould convince them there’s no getting 
to Heaven by Tricks and Formalities, but 
in a way of Purity and Holinefs, as being 
more a State, than a Place : They would 

fee the Folly of trulling to a Pharifaical 
Righteoufnefs, or of refting in any pitch 
of Attainments } but fee the necesTity of 
perf effing Holinefs in the Fear of God \ of 
prcjfmg towards the Mark , forgetting what’s 
behind i of endeavouring to be Perfeff as 
their heavenly Father is Perfeff. 

Blefled Jefu, pity the ignorant and out 
of the way, and fo fupport thine in all 
their conflids, that thro’ thy mighty af- 
j fiftance they may finally come off more 
than Conquerors. Amen. — 

Diaries are grown much out of Fafhion, 
but tfielr natural ufefulnefs, and the Ex- 
ample of fome holy Souls, perfuaded me 
now to attempt fomething of that nature. 
For want of this, I run over Head sand 
Ears in Accounts with Heaven, and had 
nothing to flie to in my Diftrefs, but was 
in perfed confufion. Had I fet about this 
fooner, I had not been fo great a ftranger 
to Self-Examination, a faithful Monitor, 

the 
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the belt preventive Exercife to keep the 
Soul from running deep into the Debt of 
Divine Jultice; nor confequently had I 
prov’d fuch a Bankrupt as I found my felf, 
even to amazement. To take fome ac- 
count of what partes between God and our 
Souls •, of our Temptations, Failures, &c. 
in fome fuch way as this, has a natural 
tendency to lead us into this Duty : It 
has likewife this farther ufe : The belt 
may be put to a plunge in an hour of Tem- 
ptation or Defertion : Now, in fuch Cafes, 
when the Soul is under fuffufion and for- 
getfulnefs, fuch a help as this in ftore to 
recur to, may afford fome Evidences of our 
fincerity, which may have flip’d our Memo- 
ries, and fo prove a ftay to our Spirits. And 
I doubt not, where it is perform’d with 
faithfulnefs, God follows it with a peculi- 
ar Blerting, as an encouragement to Indu- 
ftry, as many have happily found. 

i fell at length into a gradual declining 
from the Spiritual Suavities I long enjoy’d, 
thofe Blefled Viands of Heaven-, thofe 
fmall droppings of the Cup of the Wine 
of the Kingdom-, which feem’d all at laft 
to center in a more fix’d calm ferenity of 
Spirit. The firft abatement alarm'd me, 
and I immediately fear’d a real declenfi- 
on, whih I knew often ended in a dan- 
gerous Apoftacy : Forthwith I turn’d to 
Books treating of this Subjeft, and confult- 
ing particularl y , my hopes got 

above my fears, and flulPd me into Tears 
of Joy. . 

t 
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* : I fliall not difpute whether the drop- 

1 ping my Watch occafion’d this Ebb •, or 

J the fall of my Comforts, weaken’d the 
f ) Spring of my Activity, (tho’. it’s always 

fafeft to fuppofe our own tardinefs, as it 
| feeds the glorious Grace ofHumilityJ be- 
caufe God arbitrarily difpenfes fometimes 

1 his Favours, or at leaft diftinguifhes be- 
tween free gifts of Bounty, on fpecial oc- 

n cafions, and common Wages. The Fruit 

2 of Righteoufnefs is Peace, but he often 

? indulges new Converts, and fills fome be- 

fore, or after their hard Confii&s, with 
peculiar Carefles j fo kind and tender a 

* Matter is he. Rapturous Confolations 

9 make the Soul extatick for the time, and 

1 bold in Enterprifes to exprefs her Love, 

! fetting her above the Charms and Frowns 

of the World , but then they ufually are 
fhort •, and if not frequently renew’d, a 
Cafe fomewhat uncommon, the Soul is apt 
to flag in the interval. But now, true 
Peace and Serenity of Mind, tho’ not fo 
rapturous, is more durable, and lefs ob- 
noxious to fallacy : The deepefl; Streams 
run Hill and fmooth, while {hallow Tor- 
rents are more rough and noifie : Many 
have felt, as they have, thought, an inun^ 
dation of Comforts, like a Land-Floccii 
» that have been as fpeedy in their fall, as 
rife. 

The Confolations of God, certainlv are 
not fmall, but mighty Bleflings •, but we 
can’t be fure they are his, unlefs Obe- 
dience, Mortification, and great delight in 

Vital Communion with him, go Hand 

, ’ < ■■ - = ■ ; ■' : " ‘ in 
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in Hand with them. There is fuch a thing 
as natural Vivacity of Spirit, Enthufiafm, 
and delufions of Satan, transform’d into 
an Angel of Light, feparate, or conjunct, 
the more powerfully to deceive. It near- 
ly concerns us then, to fearch, lift and 
try what/ grounds we are upon ; what ge- 
nuine piroofs we have of our fincerity; 
and whit tendency our Confolations or 
our Peace have, to the Work of Faith and 
Labour of Love, infallible figns ; or elfe 
all may be but the refult of Prefumption 
and meer fallacy. 

God forbid I Ihould difquiet any cauti- 
ous Souls, by promoting any needlefs jea- 
loufies of themfelves or attainments, a 
thing they are too prone to without af- 
iiftance ; or lull my felf or others afleep 
by a fatal Dofe of Opium : Thefe Errors, 
God knows, are too often committed on 
both hands. I beg molt heartily of my 
dear Lord and Mailer, that what I have, or 
may fay, may not one tittle of it be per- 
verted to his difhonor, or the prejudice 
of one Soul, which, I hope, is moll fin- 
cerely calculated for his Glory in their 
» welfare. 

Bleffed God, I know, by happy Experi- 
ence, thy Spirit fpirits all Truths, that 
become words of Life and Power; I 
molt humbly befeech Thee therefore lb 
to influence them by thy heavenly Bene- 
diction, and fpecial directive Providence, 
that they may truly fubferve the honelt in- 
tentions of an upright Heart. Let thy ho- 
ly Spirit breath upon them, and fill thefe 

weak 



weak attempts with his energy, that the 
glory may entirely be thine, to whom a- 
lone it’s due, for fweet Jefus’s fake. A - 
men . 

Let none be dejeCted under the wan 
abatement, or lofs of their Comforts, 
they have not notorioufly finn’d them a- 
way, but maintain’d Faith and a good //* 
Confidence, and ftill hold their integrity, 
tho’ with many infirmities. Comforts 
are great Blefiings, but not eflential to a 
Chriftian ; they quicken and enliven him 
to Duty, but Faith which purifies the 
Heart, productive of holinefs in the Life, 
really denominates him. Peace may re- 
main when ravilhing Joys feem at an end, 
which fome too much concern’d at, may 
really hazard a breach in their Peace : 
And as the joy of the Lord is our ftrength, 
fo the lofs of it, if we don’t fpur up our di- 
ligence in proportion, to fupply its defeCt, 
our Graces, for want of Exercife, fall in- 
to a Languor. But let none miftake a . * 
meer declenfion of Joy and Comfort, for k 
a declenfion of Grace, efpecially if their 
Peace be not broken, which often happens-, 

• nor abfolutely if it be; becaufe tho’ Tem- •/ 
ptation may royle our Peace, yet as it 
exercifes Grace, that conquers, it ftrength- 
ens it; tho’ the force of the Conflict for 
a time, may embarrafs it. Where there is 
the Life of Grace, there will be growth, 
which is as true and beneficial, when the 
Soul ftrikes deeper rooting in Humility, 
Self judging and Dependance, as when it 
fprings up in holy Joy; the former is the 

fare 
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fure Foundation of the latter. Pride and 
Conceit, as they prevail, eclipfe all true 
comfort •, if it thrive in the lhade of thofe 
Vices, they are not from the Sun of 
Rlghteoufnefs, but the meer Moon-fhine 
of Fanfie, or Lucifer % delufions. Never 
is a Soul meaner in its own views, nor 
more entirely devoted to God’s Service, 
than when fhe tails the true and kindly 
Fruits of Paradife ; this opens her Eyes 
to fee her nothingnefs, the belt Ihe can 
do, to be infinitely beneath God’s accep- 
tance. The Eating forbidden Fruit open’d 
the Eyes of our firft Parents, only to fee 
their Shame andMifery,but if we gather this 
lawful Fruit offer’d us, ’twill make us fee 
our Remedy, as well as our Nakednefs 
and Mifery. 

Some have the boldnefs to tell us, all 
the Confolations we have been fpeaking 
of, are but the tranfports of fuperftitious 
Whimfies, ftrong Fanfies, the natural ef- 
fects of the blithe motions of the Blood 
and Spirits, or the meer Phrenfie and Ver- 
tigoes of a Religiofo’s Brain. But thefe 
being Men of no Religion, the allegations 
of fuch improper judges are of no impor- 
tance } becaufe having made no trial of 
the Chriftian Principles, they can form 
no found judgment of their effe&s. Such 
deferve no anfwer, but contempt or pity, 
which they feem to be full of, while they 
difcourfe of thefe matters : like fome Bed- 
lamites in Chains and Straw, by the vo- 
latility of a Lunatick Fancy, imagining 
themfelves Kings and Queens, fall to pi- 
tying 
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tying all the reft of the World, as their 
Valfals. 

The mifchief is, thefe have ting’d bet- 
ter Men in part, with their Principles : 
Some that pafs for good Men, write and 
talk fo much of a Mechanical Religion, and 
run it fo far, as fcare to diftinguifh it from 
what’s real } making Fancy, and a fan- 
guine Conftitution, to vie with the com- 
forts of the Holy Ghoft. They dilcourle, 
as if trouble of Mind was nothing but 
the diforder of the Body } and ridicule 
legal forrow for Sin, and terrors ofCon- 
fcience, as only the Fumes of the Spleen } 
and rally thole that take comfort from 
their paft Sorrows and Humiliations, as 
the beginnings, or at leaft preparatives to 
true Repentance, only as diftemper’d Me- 
lancholicks : And then no wonder if they 
make Mechanifm compleat their project, 
and tell them, as they were beholden to 
the diforders of Nature for their Trou- 
bles, fo they are to its reftitution for 
their Comforts. Thus thefe Philofophick 
Divines ftrengthen the hands of the Scep- 
ticks and Materialifts, and difeourage poor 
doubting Chriftians. 

I fear there’s too much Mechanick Re- 
ligion in the World } and believe it’s 
Charity to detedt it} but caution is need- 
ful, left while Error be pull’d down with 
violence, the foundation of Truth be Iha- 
ken, or any of the beauteous Stones of that 
Fabrick be defac’d. It fares in this Cafe, 
as; in moll, when Men run from one ex- 
tream with fiercenefs, they often over- 
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fhoot the Mark, and run into another.’ 
Errors meerly fupported by mockery and 
pageantry, are fometimes better left to 
fall of themfelves, as ufually they do, than 
precipitated with liich force, as to lhake 
any comfortable Truth. Such as have 
flight thoughts of Terrors of Confcience, 
and make them little more than the work- 
ings of the Hypochondries, I may be con- 
fident are utter Arrangers to experiences 
of that kind : Had they once felt them, 
’twould ftrangely alter their apprehenfi- 
ons, and force them to drop more feeling 
expreffions. 

Certainly, there is as much difference 
* between meer Melancholy, and terrors of 
Confcience, as there is between painted 
and real Fire, tho’ they influence one the 
other reciprocally, and often are contound- 
ed. And as widely different are the Me- 
chanick illufions of the Blood and Spirits, 
&c. in the mimickry of Divine Confola- 
tions, as is real Eating, and the dreaming 
of it only. Peace in believing , and Joy in 
the Holy Ghofl, are like the natural Heat of 
the Body, which preferves the Conftitu- 
tion, rendring it adfive on all occafions : 
But what is , meerly the refult of Mecha- 
nifm, is like the Feverifh heat, which 
raifes Deliriums in the Bi'ain, by the high 
advances of the Juices of the Body, but 
leaves Nature at laft much lower, cold 
and weak, difpirited, and unfit for a&ion. 
k. The Divine Illapfes, are foft and fweet, 
i3 riot like the falfe, more labour’d and noi- 
fie, that leave a Man worfe than they 
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found him •, but like the refreihing Air, 
or Sun-beams, which cheriih and delight 
Nature, and leave the Soul in a Heaven- 
ly calm. God often gives in thefe after 
difficult Trials, or in them but then they 
are ufually let by,Slike Cordials, when 
the fainting Fit is over. He that ne’er 
tafted good Wine, takes up with what 
he can get, and thinks it fo •, but he that 
has tafted both, is the moft competent 
Judge of the difference } ’tis fo in the Cafe 
before us, in the Spiritual Taft, as in the 
Natural. 

I mull with ffiame confefs, that while 
the Sun thus fhined upon me, I did not 
fear, nor prepare as I Ihould for a lhower. 
I forgot too much the Days of Darknefs 
elapfed, and thought the bitternefs of 
Death was over, and that my Nell was 
made on high. Thus I fondly fang a Re- 
quiem to my Soul, tho’ with hearty Praifes 
to God, my great and only deliverer. 
This alas/ made me too much forget my 
danger ftill behind \ and tho’ I had read 
and heard many fuitable Warnings •, that 
many after great Confolations, had fool’d 
them felves and ne’er recover’d the m, but went 
howling to their Graves j yet I was too 
confident, and apply’d not the Rules home 
to my felf. 

Let all take warning, fee their danger, 
and the Devil’s Defign in Embryo , before 
he form the Br3t, and. bring it forth with 
their Pains and Sorrows. God fuffer’d me 
long to bask in thefe refreihing Sun-beams, 
to folace my dark Soul, but at laft gave 
' ' Cl me 
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me Co underltand, I muft ftand upon my 
guard better, or the Clouds would threat- 
en to return after the Rain. 

He now fuffer’d an old Temptation to 
give me a Ihock, which fet upon me go- 
ing to the Sacrament,^ and fomewhat dis- 
order’d me. Thro’ Gdd’s affiftance, I balk’d 
not the Duty, which I thought a dangerous 
yielding to the Adverfary, w hich encou- 
rages him to redo uble the On-l et. ~Tn~this 
CaTc Ti e d e 0 g n s to 'aBrlght Trom^ Duty, 
Or diltraft in it: The frit is his great 

Mark, as of moll confequence } for if he 
carry this Point, freedom may enfue, but 
with a molt treacherous defign, to renew 
the attack with more force the next op- 
portunity : Now the Soul being weaken’d 
for want of its repaft, and remembring 
the Eafe that formerly follow’d forbea- 
rance, it’s too ready to compound, and 
clofe with thefe bafe terms of Peace, 
which give the Devil vaft advantage. I 
Blefs God he got neither of the Points a- 
gainlt me, which Ihould encourage all to 
trull God, and defie him : A cloudinefs 

did hang upon me, but at my return, I 
^^PTelolv’d to ling a Pfalm, hoping God would 
difpel all I dip’d on the 6th Pfalm, re- 
fumed courage from fome exprellions there, 
I thought remarkable, to encourage my 
hopes ^ fo, I blefs God, all blew over and 
ne’er yet return’d. 

This did me great Service •, convinc’d 
me I could ne’er be fafe here, but in the 
way of Duty, and with great circumfpe- 
ftion j that the Enemy is moft vigilant 
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and dangerous, while I’m moil: fecure. 
.Lord, hold Thou me up, and I (hall be fafe } 

for I find I fall, the Moment Thou ftand’ft 
not by me. 

“ Moft holy God, ’tis of thy Mercy a- 
sc lone I’m not utterly confum’d ! How has 
u thy fovereign Grace prevented me! and 

“ thy boundlefs Mercy fuccour’d me in 
<c my greateft extremity ! How free were 
tc thy Favours, and overflowing thy good- 
ct nefs/ To difpole me to love and re- 
tc joyce in Thee, was wondrous condefcen- 
&t tion, who juftly might have been the 
c< Trophy of thy fury : O while I have a 
Heart to conceive, and a Tongue to 
“ utter thy Praifes, let them be honor’d 
<c with the employ of thy Service. Ever 
tc help metovillifieand deprefs my wretch- 
4t ed Self, that I may be the better fitted 
“ to exalt thy Majefty : Keep me con- 
“ tinually clofe to Thee, the Fountain of 
u Life} mahe me watchful and depen- 
“ dant, ever Peeking Thy Glory, the way 
“ t0 true fafety. Pity an indigent Crea- 
ix ture, that feels he has no ftrength but 
in the power of thy bleffed Spirit: For- 
u fake not one that defires entirely to 
truft in Thee. O hold up my goings 
4t in J hy Paths : Incline my Heart to 
u Thy Teftimonies: Put Thy Fear into 
“ my inward Parts, that I ne’er de- 
“ part from Thee : Make me to go in 
41 the Path of Thy Commandments : En- 
iC large my Heart, that I may run the 
“ way of them : Teach me, O Lord, th.e 
tt way of Thy Statutes, that I may keep 

Q. 2 “ them 
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u tfera to the end : Hold me by the 

- Right-Hand of Thy faithfulnefs •, and 
a fmce nothing lefs can, I befeech Th 

- keep me by Thy mighty Power thro 
«. Faith unto Salvation •, for fweet Jefus s 

Sucli is our frailty, that when plung d 
in depths wedefpond •, on the other hand, 
Profperity blotes us with ftrange, fond 
conceits •/ While our Mountain feems to 
Hand ftrong, we think it immoveable •, 
but God no fooner hides his Face, but we 
are troubled. Notions we often have, and 
talk fuitably, but our real filings and 
foarings, bewray our feeblenefs . Nothi g 
fhort of God’s mighty affiftance, can al- 
■ lance the inequality of our courfes, and 
keep us fteddy under great changes: Ex- 
treams of this nature fet off one the o- 
ther when we pafs from extremity of 
Anguifh, to great Joys, it fo tranfports 
the Affeaions, that they get head of Rea- 
fon, and then feme diforder enfues. The 
Grace of God, that Pillar of our Souls, we 
are too ready rather to complement, than 
heartily to ask it, and really depend up- 
on if or if we do, we are then prone 
to be too negligent in the ufe of means : 
I know vaft is the difference between 
good and bad Mens failures of this nature, 
but ftill the belt, are fome way tardy in 

this kind. r 

This was too much my own Cale. 1 

■ wronu’d God extreamly in my diftrefs, 

Fv mv wicked cenfures ^ and when the 

Tide turn’d, my Head turn’d round with 
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my Advancement : When ’twas Night, I 
faid it would ne’er be Day, but the glo- 
ries of that happy Morning, made me 
think a change at too great a diftance. 

I felt the Joy of the Lord my ftrength, I 
delighted in God and Duty, but ftill was 
not enough wary. I beg others to obferve 
my failings, to cherilh caution : For no- 
thing will be found more cutting than 
great Errors thus committed on either 
hand. When God furpriz’d me with his 
Favours, 1 blufh’d in confufion at my rafli, 
hafty conclufions, brooded by Defpair \ 
and tho’, 1 blefs God, my Peace is not . 
yet broken, thro’ the amazing Patience of 
the blelfed Jefus, yet the firft eclipfe of 
my Comforts alarm’d me with fome fliarp 
reflexions on my Folly. 

O my dear God, deliver me, I hum- « 
bly befeech Thee, from a vain hope, that 
will prove like the giving up of the Ghoft : 
Ne’er fuller me to accept of a falfe peace, 
which tends to fluggifhnefs and fecurity. 
Empty me from Veflel to VelTel, rather 
than I fliould fettle on my Lees. I beg 
1 may love Thee for thy lovelinefs and 
benignity but lofe me not, whatever fe- 
verities it coft me : And when thy over- 
flowing goodnefs fhall indulge me with 
thy Confolations, help me to delire and 
ufe them for vigor in Obedience. And 
may the God of Peace make me perfect in e- 
<very good Work-, to do his Will, working in me 
that which is well f leafing in hts fight , thro 
fejus Chrifi ’■) to whom be Glot)/ for ever and 
ever . Amen . 

as The 
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The fii'ft growing mifchief I obferv’d,wa$ 
for want of timely care in the government of 
my Thoughts. I perceiv’d not at firft: 
the ill confequences of my negleft, till 
my danger convinc’d me. At firft, my 
Mind feem’d traftable, I could lay by vain 
thoughts at pleafure, but the conceit laft- 
ed not long } they gradually ftole upon 
me with great ftrength and prevalency, 
and prov’d inlets to many dilbrders, and 
have fince coft me many a hard Tug. I 
find them moft urgent in a Morning, 
when I Ihou’d be fetting my Spirit right 
• for the whole Day, and juft before holy 
Duties, to unhinge my affe&ions when they 
fhould be moft warm and recolle&ed : 
The contrivance that here appears, and 
the ill effefts of yeilding, together with 
the violence they fometimes prefs upon 
me, make me fufpefl more than the meet* 
bublings of my own Heart- They infinu- 
ate themfelves very fpecioufly, but with the 
ftrength ofta Charm infenfibly, but too pre- 
valently } and when they have fatten’d, ’tis 
difficult to difcharge them. 

The Mind being aftive, will play with 
ftraws, if it hath not fomething folid to 
work upon •, Vanity emafculates it, and ut- 
terly indifpofes for any good employ. 
Thoughts and Life, are ever of a piece } 
they are the fipring of Actions *, the firft 
born of the Soul} the ifiues of Life or 
Death } be upon your guard here, or your 
labour will be ever to begin in Religion, 
Vain Thoughts draw off the Heart from 
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God, and ingrofs the Affe&ions : They 
are the root of backwardnefs to holy 
Duties, of deadnefs and diftra&ion in them. 
Our Enemy knows, communion with God 
Is the very life of our Souls ; while we 
live much above, in clofe walking with 
. him, we die apace to the World, and his 
Temptations • his great Bufinefs therefore 
is, to rive us oft' this lify converfe, by 
fome ftratagem, and this is one of the 
molt fuccefsful. Good Men are not fo a- 
larm’d at thefe fuggeftions, as at grofier 
Temptations : The bell are not perfect- 
ly exempted from them, and the fenfe of 
this, makes fome lefs fhie of admitting 
them •, but when they tend towards an 
habitual prevalency, fad are the confequen- 
ces : Corruptions that were fuppos’d qx- 
tinCt, begin to revive, and if care be not 
taken, will gather ftrength apace, and colt 
much trouble and hazard. I believe I fpeak 
now to the feeling of many, however, 
I’m lure to my own. 

The fure Method to get rid of thefe 
devourers of precious time, which we fliould 
efteem as the Blood of our Souls, while 
it runs waft, is to prefs continually, as we 
can, with holy violence, into the fecret 
of God’s Prefence, in variety of holy Ex- 
eixifes*, befeeching him to unite our Hearts 
in the Fear and Love of his holy Name, 
to take them into his own Hand, which 



otherwile diffufe like Water. 

When firlt awake, let us confiderwho 
are the Competitors for the fir ft born of 
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our Thoughts and AfFe&ions : God and 
the World follicit for admittance, and it 
nearly concerns us, which we firft open 
the Door to. The choice of Friends we 
now make, bids fair to flick by us the 
whole Day : What’s bad, is as bold to 
plead Prefcription, and keep Poffeffion*, 
and the preference yeilded to our Ene- 
mies, provokes our belt Friend to retire ; 
we may eafily then forefee the fuccefs of 
that Day. 6 what an affront^ is this to 
the Majefty of Heaven, Hooping to vile 
Worms, to repulfe his kind offers, and let 
in Furies, to the infinite hazard of our 
peace and fafety ! Shall God follicit us by 
his holy Spirit, to ask his bell Gifts, and 
be belt pleas’d when we ask the greatefl 
with importunity ? And fliall we, mflead 
of Peeking his Face, that we may live for 
ever, lift our Souls to Vanity, or what’s 
worfe ? With what difdain fhould we re- 
ject Pollicitations of this kind, fo provo- 
king to him, and detrimental to our belt 
interefl ? If we have any fenfe of true 
honor, gi'atitude, happinefs, how do, they 
.all conjure us to care and refolution in 
this kind ? . 

We are too apt to confine Religion to 
our Knees whereas folemn Duties fhould 
be looFd" upon as preparatives to a heaven- 
ly Converfation all the Day long \ that 
we may be always in the fear of God, fo 
in the comforts of his holy Spirit: His 
Eye is ne’er off us for good •, let the Eye 
of our Souls then be as much as poffible 
• faflen’d upon him, who is our Life, and , 
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only Happinefs. Infinite are the advan- 
tages and pleafures of fuch a converfe : 

To get into the fecret of God’s prefence, 
and abide there, is a Heaven upon Earth : 

The happy. Souls that know it, know no 
Words can exprefs it : Nothing are the 
Charms of this vain flattering World, when 
they are in the Mount with God *, it’s then 
out of their Hearts, and under their Feet, 
and their Faces fhining with Peace and 
Comfort } by the Light of thofe heaven- 
ly Rays, they behold the World as a dark 
nothing. Tho’ thefe enjoyments are not 
confrant,but nowand thendifpenfed,todraw 
us upward \ yet the bleffed Frames they 
leave us in, and the ftrong tendency they 
imprefs upon our delires , difpofe us much 
for a clofe walking with God, in an even 
courfe of Communion with him. 

Try the force of folemn Meditation \ Monfu jml- 
ccafional Refledions ; Self- Examination* «u*i tMjlT- 

“ IK 





Learn the ArFoldpiritua^Hvang Objed^and mDiv^on,! 
ordinary occurr ences ^ of obferving 
Pmvidencesr~dartiiig up frequently holy S r w* 

, thoughts by vVay of Prayer, Praife, and ^^7 
^Thankfgiving : Strive to habituate thisjgjj; 

courfe : for though the Heart relud much 
at firft, cuftom renders it familiar, natural^ 
eafy, and pleafant. Be fure the oppofi- of 

tion Satan and thy ftubborn Will and Itjkvtifopi 
carnal Affedions make againft thefe Ex- .♦vV-i 
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ercifes, evid ently declare their ufefulnefs 
and excellency TTheyare'the very Springs » 
that feed the fpiritual Life"} and fit an(J ' 
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till affe&ions glow, fits greatly for Prayer 
this is watching to Prayer, and produces 
watchfulnefs in it *, and a Soul thus pray- 
erful, will be powerful with God, and a- 
gainft the remains of indwelling Sin: This 
is the way to pray evermore, *. e, to be 
in a fit temper, and difpofition, and readi- 
nefs, often to perform the Duty. Our 
Hearts are ready to trifle in every thing, 
which producing little or no effeft, we 
are ready to entertain low thoughts of 
thefe holy Exercifes, while the fault is 
only in our felves } meafuring moft un- 
reasonably the nature and effe&s of them, 
not by what they really are, and actually 
afford others in their regular ufe, but by 
what we make them, by our perverting 
them. Thefe Duties rightly managed will 
be found the great fecrets of true Chri- 
ftianity. 






^ke heed ofunfeafonablegood ThouEhts: 



God loves order, ancfdeirgns not oiieOr- 
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linance fhould joftle out another: We 
^^"Jcan’t think even good Motions to come 




ry preffing and enfnaring •, they bolt in 
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; - - with ftrange vivacity in publick Duties, 

*3^ •«. O the infinite danger we are in on all 
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Reft in no Attainments, but prefs os 
towards perfection \ grapple with all dif- 
ficulties in the Strength of Jefus : Labour 
as much as is poffible, to ufe the World 
with a holy indifference : Look thro’ the 
mifts of time, to things not feen : Car- 
ry intentions of God’s Glory, and an Eye 
to the Honor of Religion, thro’ all fecu- 
lar Affairs: Receive all the Enjoyments * 
of Senfe, as from his Hand, which will 
difpofe to moderation and fobriety, and 
give a double fweetnefs to all, as coming 
from his love } and while we thus taft 
his Bounty, ’twill be natural for us to in- 
dite and live his Praife. Senfuallity is 
quite oppofite to fpiritual Joy: Senfual , 
not having the Spirit , as St. Jude fays \ a 
Senfual genius, and the Crofs of Chrift, 
will ne’er agree : The Apoftle puts Sen- 
fual and Devilijh together. Certainly Re- 
ligion requires a greater Mortification to 
the pleafures of the Palate, than is gene- 
rally thought: There is a fenfuallizing 
difpofition, where there may be little In- 
temperance as to quantity ; much gratify- 
ing the Appetite, without Gluttony or 
Drunkennefs: Many are ftrong to drink 
Wine without difcompofure, who are far 
from being Innocent ; fuchlofe much Peace, 
and hazard their Souls. 

Self-denial is the very Fund of fpiritu- m 
al Comfort: What we refufe the Body, 
is repay’d to the Soul in Divine Repafts, 

• infinitely more preferable : The pleafures 
of Senfe are foon roll’d over the Tongue, 
and die away, but a good Confidence is 
: : ■ - ' ' - - - . 1 - : ■ ' a 
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a continual Feaft. We naturally afFe& 
fuperiority over others, but too much 
negleCt the government of our felves, in 
which confifts our fafety and happinefs : 
Self-Conqueft is molt difficult, but molt 
glorious. 

Senfual delights, tho’ moderate, are not 
always lawful, when they draw us too much 
from fpiritual Obje&s, and vitiate fpiritual 
Senfations : Without great care, like Lime- 
Twigs, they entangle the Soul, and hinder 
her from afpiring upwards to her pro- 
per Element. We may refufe a liquorice 
Appetite, and yet not ftarve our Bodies-, 
and ftudy Mortification, without running 
into conceits of Works of Supererogati- 
on. The Aufherities of the Primitive 
Chriftians train’d them for bearing the 
Crofs, till fuperftition, thro’ the Wiles of 
Satan, faften’d an ill imputation on them, 
folely owing to their perverfion. 1 doubt 
not but the Devil made his Earnings of 
the ufe of Superflitious rigors, and the 
negleCt of true Difcipline, that abufe fo- 
mented } a Difeafe very incident to hu- 



mane Nature. 

^ O Father of Spirits, help me to bring 
T every Thought and Imagination in fubje- 
■ dion to thy Chrift: : Renew in me a right 
Spirit, ever afpiring to Thee, the Spring- 
head of all true delight ^ aflift me in-keep- 
ing under the Body j fpirituallize my Af- 
fections : Imprefs upon my Soul a pow- 
erful pra&ick fenfe -of thefe great Duties, 
that I may not only know, but do thy 
‘ : ' ' • \ ' 1 ' Blef- 
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Bleffied Will, and finally by thy Mercy ob- 
tain everlafting Life, thro’ Jefus Chrift ■ 
onr Lord. Amen. 

’Tis fome Comfort, even under the lofs 
of Comforts, to think thofe could not 
be falfe and imaginary, that are fo much 
out of our Power ^ and abate with our 
failures. What are real, keep pace with 
Obedience } what are not, out-run it ; and 
fo many difficulties we meet with to in- 
terrupt it, that our Confolations muft be 
variable. God was pleafed, under my late 
droopings, to revive me by confiderations 
of this nature, particularly in reading the 
latter part of Mr. Bolton’ s Dir eel ions for 
Walking with God: Where he has thefe 
expreffions. lt That very thing which makes v*/ 
“ many a true hearted Chriftian doubt of/ ,< 335» 
himfelf, and of the foundnefs of his fpi- 
« ritual State, ffioiild put him out of all 
doubt : Even often Exercife with doubts, 

« Temptations, multiply’d attempts againft 
“ his Faith, pray’d againft and oppos’d, 

<c with cleaving unto Chrift. Doubtlefs 
4 ‘ that Faith which is never aflaulted with 
« doubting, is but a Fancy: Afluredly 
“ that affurance which is ever fecure, is 
a but a Dream. 

I met with great fupport lik^pwife from ^ 
Dr. Sibhs on Canticles , and Trvlr. Bains y 
i "^VtprcT where are excellent Old Truths. 



ing the Lives of excellent Men, 
I found gave me a powerful whet under 
fpiritual Languors . Green ham , an Ancient 
but Judicious Authbr,~in the _ Letters at 
the end of his Works, gives very confo- 
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latory Advice to doubting, tempted Chri- 
ftians : He pays every where great de- 
ference to the Grace of God, but holds 
the ballance true, entring fmart Caveats 
againft prefumption : P. 754. he has this 
Expreffion: “ To leave any good thing 
undone, even for a Moment, is contrary 
to perfeverance. But becaufe the Stile 
of the Ancients is plain and homely, they 
are generally negle&ed ; fome, as one well 
exprefles it, defiring Gold to be gilded, 
can’t down with Truth but in foft Lan- 
guage : But I blefs God heartily for the 
excellent helps I have had from them. 

We lliould not be deje&ed, when we 
find a fufpence of former Joy and Com- 
fort, if we perfevere in Obedience : While 
we have the Foundation, and find the fu- 
perftructure advancing, let us leave thefe 
finilhing Strokes to the unerring hand of 
infinite Wifdom and Goodnefs, who will 
be fure to time things in Number, W eight, 
andMeafure: When comfort thus comes, 
’twill have a double fweetnefs, as coming 
in Seafon, and with God’s good Will. It’s 
true, we are bid to rejoice , and again re- 
pice ; and the Apoftle prays for Joy, as 
well as Grace, in many places, and no doubt 
we may for Strength in God’s Service, 
where it's of lingular Ufe : Yet God for 
__ ^wife Reafons often withholds it ; \a ex- 
^4^-ercife Faith, Humility, and Dependence* 
Pride, and fond Conceits of our own 
Self-fufficiency, flick as clofe to us as our 
Natures; which, '"fhould they prevail, God 
knows would undo us: Therefore he often 
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fubftra&s thefe fweet aids, to let us feel 
our own weaknefs, to beat down prefum- 
ption. When we carry a high Sail of Com- 
fort, if Watchfulnefs and Humility be not 
the Ball alt, a fudden gult of Temptation 
may over-fet us : God that foi'efees our 
dangers, often inkindnefs with-holds thefe 
fweet Breezes, when we have not Skill . 
to trim the Veflel. The Apoftle’s Thom «■' 
in the Flefk , feems rather pre ventiv e than '/ 
corrective : To hinder a turgency of Spi- 
rit after his Rapture, rather than to prick 
the bladder of Pride confummated. And 
if fo holy a Perfon needed it, what can 
we think of our lelves ? 

As the Exercife of Faith, without com- % 
fortable feelings, is often molt profitable 
for us *, fo it’s molt pleafing fometimes to / / 
God : He experts and delights to be tru- 
fted, when Rewards don’t immediately fol- 
low Work, nay, tho’ he feem to fro wn y 
upon us, and leave us to many hard puffs. 
ATThis is the highelt and purelt Obedi- 
ence, fo it’s infinitely pleafing to him, and 
in due time will be Crown’d with the 
molt glorious Reward. This trains the 
Soul to pati ent wai ting on Go d, Faith -■> 
grows by Exercife, which exceedingly glo- 
rifies him. This therefore is a very fafe 



State, and we Ihould for tfia 
’comply with the Difpenfation. 
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cc Faith , Dick Ton on 

fays" one, is our furelt holding of God’sT/Ji i 



“ Blelfings, more fine than prefent Senfe, 
<l or paft Experience, or begun Pofiefli- 
tl on^ for all thofe may be interrupted, 
^ and overclouded •, but Faith having hold 
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“ on God’s Word, holds fall:, when all 
cc things elfe fail. The Judicious Hooker? 
fays, u Too much fpiritual Joy, 
tc wou’d make us Wantons. Happier a 
“ great deal is that Man’s Cafe, whofe 
*V C Soul by inwa rd defolation is humb led, 
11 than he whofeTlearit iTtfiro’ abundance 
cc of fpiritual delight lifted up above mea- 
<c fure. Better it is fometimes to go down 
“ into the Pit with him, who beholding 
darknefs, and bewailing the lofs of in- 
ward Joy and Confolation, crieth from 
“ the bottom of the . loweft Hell •, My 
God, my God, why haft Thou forlaken 
me ! than continually to walk Arm 
in Arm with Angels, to lit, as it were, 
in Abraham’s Bofom, and to have no 
thought : But I thank my God, it’s not 
with me, as it’s with other Men ? no, 
God will have them, that lhall walk in 
Light, to feel now T and then, what it is 
l tc to fit in the fhadow of Death. 

* The Ways of God are Pleafantnejs , and 
his Paths are Peace ? Virtue is its own re- 
ward, and Piety will be crown’d with 
Joy •, yet fome holy Souls fpend great 
part of their Days in hard Combats, and 
fome die under a Cloud, without that Joy 
and Comfort many Experience : He iur- 
fers them to conflict with Winds and 
Waves, Devils and Temptations, to the 
very Month of the Harbour, and all for 
wife and holy Reafons •, to brighten their 
CrownsJand render them more weighty \ 
fuch hard Exercifes encrealing the Faith 
and Patience of the Saints ; to teach us en- 
tire 
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tire fubmiflldn to his Will, when he with-* 
holds prefent retributions ; to make us 
acquiefce in all his Difpenfations, and con- 
tent our felves with glorifying him by any 
Methods of his choofing, tho’ unpleafant 
to us: And fometimes in judgment to 
wicked Men, who not profiting by the 
holy Lives of the Saints, are juftly de- 
barr’d of advantages by their Death : 
When pious Men die without Comfort, 
under Doubts and Fears, bad Men har- 
. den themfelves in Opinions that underva- 
lue Piety, and confirm them in their evil 
Courfes, efpecially when they obferve 
wicked Men die ftupid, or with flattering 
hopes. 

Strange are the Judgments, lhall I call 
them, or rather the Fanfies molt Men 
form of the latter ends of Good and Bad 
Men. A lhort, Lord have Mercy on me^ 
and a few feeming Penitent expreffions, in 
i the opinion of many, wafts the worft to 
Heaven ; tho’ all generally proceed from 
no true fenfe of Sin, or concern for dis- 
honoring their Maker, but the meer fear 
of Hell, as is apparent by their return- 
ing to Folly upon their Recovery : And 
fometimes meer ftupidity (hall entitle them 
to Safety, in Some fottilh Opinions. I 
Speak not againSt charitable apprehenfi- 
ons, where there is the leaft true grounds 
for it } nor deny Repentance to be the 
beft thing } the worft at any time can Set 
about-, or that God does not Sometimes 
Surprizingly ftep in and reScue Souls, even 
long after the eleventh Houi', even at the 

R laft ; 
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la ft •, tho’ generally it prove like Ordinary 
Executions, where one is pardon’d, a Hun- 
dred die , and if fome be reprieved a 
while, yet after, are led forth to Execu- 

/> 

c r / (r i / iY i [a - And as ready are the fame Perfons to 
/ lf/s d. cenfure the Generation of the Righteous, 
" let their Lives be ne’er fo holy, if they 

be but a little over-call in their laft Mo- 
ments. The Learned, Pious and Labori- 
* ous Perkins * as Dr. Fuller ftiles him, dy’d 
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ing : me or. in writing his Life vindi- 

cates him. 44 Sometimes, fays he, God 
44 feemingly leaves his Saints, when they 
44 leave the World, plunging them on their 
44 Death-Beds in deep T emptations,and caft- 
44 ing their Souls down to Hell, to rebound 



y “ the higher to Heaven. Befides, the De- 

U) tjl j «/ 44 vil is molt bufy on the laft Day of his 
A* “Terras and a Tenant to be outed, cares 
fi lit 44 not what mifchief he doth. But here 

f/B* * 44 was no fuch matter. Indeed he always 
} Aid cry’d out, Mercy, Mercy, which fome 

*A 44 Handers by mifinterpreted for Defpair, 
pfificnc as if he felt not God’s Favour, becaufe 
£?//<* foyty 4 4 he call’d for it: Whereas Mercy is a 
(dnce+ri: * 4 Grace which they hold the fafteft, that 

A&P’* * 44 molt catch after it. The ever memo- 

l ruble Primate, Arch-Bilhop Vjher , dy’d 

praying for the Forgivenefs of his Sins 
Vid Ciark’i and added : 44 But, Lord, infpecial forgiv 
l-wes. . 44 my Sins ofOmiffion. Herein he had his wifh, 

K « which he often us’d; that he might die 
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as Mr. Perkins, who expir’d crying for 
Mercy. 

,’Tis a blefled State, no doubt, to die 
with the fweet ailurance of God’s Love, 
as it were in the Lap of Bleflednefs. 
Thjs, with fubmifli on. we ma y pray for, •/ 
and fhou d prepare for, "by ^ vigoroiTr^5H 
of Faith, clofe walking with God , abound- • 
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this Mortal Life, to hang a Stock of ar- 
dent Prayers upon the File, which God 
may remember and anfwei in this our ex- 
tremity : O Hand by us in our dying A- 
ponies, who art our only Strength, in the 
o V cat and laft aflaults of the Powers of 
Da'rknefis * and if it be thy Will, .give an 
abundant entrance into thy reviving Pre- 
fence : So forward us by thy continual 
aids, that we living the Life of the Righ- 
teous, may have our end like theirs, full 
of Peace and affurance for ever : But if 
our Death mutt be full of conflift and de- 
fertion, as our Sins deferve, and thy Glo- 
ry may require •, teach us to acquiefce, and 
meekly accept the punifhment of our faults, 
and with holy truft, to cleave clofe to- 
thy pretious Chrift, and gracious Promi- 
fes, for his fake. Amen. 

Our great danger is any unmortify d 
Lull, leaf: any Root of bitternefs fpring 
in our Souls to trouble our Peace living 
or dying •, which may caufe us juftly to 
call in quell ion our Sincerity. Should our 
pretended Comforts grow with thefe cur- 
fed Weeds, ’twould be the foreft judg- 
ment on this fide Hell •, for they keep us 
in the very Suburbs of it. If we fpare 
our Sins, the time is coming, that God 
and Confidence will not fpare us : Let us 
then be perfuaded by all that’s dear to us, 
to facrifice thefie darlings. Should God 
fuffier us to build high on fo rotten a Foun- 
dation, ’twould make our fall the greater : 
Let us refolutely then lay the Ax to the 
Root of the Tree, and after that, ftrive 
t - to 
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to flub up every Fibre of Iniquity : When 
thus the rubbilh is removed, and the ground 
clear’d, let us Build and Plant afrefh, beg- 
ging the help and lhowers of Heaven % 
fo when the Winds blow, and Waves beat, 
our Fabrick will Hand, and our Planta- 
tion, yeild ys Fruit indue Seafon \ as Trees 
planted by the Rivers of Water , xvhofe Leaves 
fhall not wither , and their Fruit fall profper: 
Our Profeflion fhall not be tarnilh’d, and 
we fhall tall: the delicious Fruits of Para- 
dice. 

Aflurance is very rare ; an d what comes 
and is kep t jeafi l y islufpicious. ’Tis not 
for a poor, vile, defpicable Worm, new- 
ly drag’d up from the Gates of the Grave 
and Hell, to pretend t6 fo great a Fa- 
vour, ’tis a vaft one he is not free among 
Dead and loft ; but God forbid he fliould 
nullifie or depretiate Divine Gifts, or 
feem to envy and malign any holy, happy 
Souls, blefled with this Heaven upon Earth. 
God for wife Reafbns often denies it the 
Strong, and indulges the Weak with it, 
as appears in the courfe of his Providence. 
’Tis ufually for great Services in Life, or 
for a glorious blelfed Death, to encourage 
others: ’Tis fallacy and delufion then, for 
the lazy, carnal and fecure, to pretend 
to it: But tho’ Dreamers think themfelves 
awake, yet fuch, I hope, as really are, may 
know it, and will not eafiiy be perfuaded 
they do but Dream. Let the Men of Parts 
and Learning try their Talent, and fee if 
they can perfuade fuch out of their Senfes : 
There is a Spiritual Segfation, as well as 
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a Natural, aud fuch as are under the true 
Power of it, will as foon renounce the 
one as the other. Such as read the in- 
genious Culvermell , will fee the Reafons 
why this Doctrine is exploded, and what’s 
the proper ufe of it, i ire. And fuch as pe- 

rule a Book entitled M Tfee Office of the St>i- 

to Believers, will find it as ufefiil, as 
i, Tis icarce, if they would feel the practick 
part, and the confolations which attend it, 
wherein confifts the chief Excellency of 
^faoJC iA^the Principles of Chriftianity. 

rfati4&ZvL£ ^ f eems to h> e the great defign of the 

»Epiftle of St. John to prove it*, that we 

1 ri tft %>YO might know we have eternal Life \ and are 

pafs’d from Death to Life. And we have 
Inftances in the Martyrs, and many o- 
ftltu) ^^-thers. I fhall mention but one, that of 

Pcacockf hT vtor to fome young Gen- 
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tlemen at Oxford , who fell into deep de- 
fection and terrible Temptations on his 
Death-Bed ; but after defperate Conflifts, 
and many defponding Expreffions, at length 
recovering a compofed Mind, addrefs’d 



ir, $ ffg F ear i that you may die in his Favour, 

S /*> cc otherwife the Ox and Afs will condemn 
eh you : And three Hours before his Death, 

“ Clajkb Ex- *^ ie thus exprefs’d himfelf. Quid defalute 
ampl.p, 174. med fenttam^ expeciatis cxplicari ? ufq\ adeo 
Voi. z, in dulcet Peas m , qnos femel dile xeriU , ~M eo's 
Q mtn giiam defer at } ideo^tn ccelos me tran~ 
fiturum fro certo habeo : feliciffima funt 
vincula , in quibits me corr^xit Dens mens be - 
ingmjfmus. “ Do you expect to know 

44 what 
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what I think of my Salvation ? So very 
indulgent is God, t o thofe he once loves ,, (g> 
tj iat he n e!erioi fakes them ; and there- 
44 fore l'mnjre I’m going to Heaven : ' 

44 Molt happy were th ofe * Bands my molt 
44 gracious God tied me with. 
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The Pious and Learned Mede tells us, jyr c , p 
44 There is but one thing in the W orld — * 

^ « 4 ft • 1 4 Y • r 1 
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44 can make this miferable Life happy unto J} pains f~ j 

nc anA that id. fn tn rfpmean nnr felves ^ <7 • ^ *>. 



44 us, and that is, fo to demean our felves, V \*~/r 

while we live here, as that we may 
44 allured of the Life to come. He that ^ fr-fyst 
44 walks in the ways of God, and makes 
44 Confcience to keep his Commands, may m 

44 hereby infallibly know, he knows Chrift, 

44 that his Faith is a true Faith, and that 
44 he fhall be faved everlaftingly. The 
44 Reafon is plain •, good Works are 
44 the fruit of Faith, and a godly Con- 
44 verfation is the Work of God’s holy 
44 Spirit. Whoever Chrift: accepts as a Ser- 
44 vant, he gives the Token of his Spirit, 

44 the Gi'ace which enlivens and quickens 
44 the Heart and Will to his Service. As 
44 the Heat of Fire warms all near it, fo 
44 the Spirit of Chrift kindles this Grace 
44 in every Heart that Faith links to him ; 

44 The Fruit whereof is that infallible I i» 

44 very, whereby every one that wears it, may 
44 know himfelf to be his Servant. He 
44 that hath this evidence, may dare the 
44 Devil to his Face : He that hath this 9 

44 hath the broad Seal of Eternal Life, and 
44 fuch a Man fhall live for ever. But as 
this excellent Author lays the true ground 
work of Aflurance, fo he confults profeffed 
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ly for the infirmities of the weak in this 

particular. 

Some have taught that Aflurance was of 
the ElTence of Faith ; and have fuppos’d 
fuch deep degrees of Humiliation, and fome 
ftrange qualifications neceflary for obtain- 
, ing a laving intereft in Jefus Chrift, as have 
! troubled the Spirits of the ftrongeft Chri- 
llians, and forely wounded the weak : This 

i 

Inftance of a very good Man, who afflicted 
many by the feverity of his DoCtrines, 
whom God feem’d very much to leave in 
the dark, when he approach’d his End. 
Tho’ thefe harlh Opinions feem now fallen 
afleep, yet fome there are, that ftill much 
affliCt the fincere, but weak: There are 
Babes in Chrift, that have need of Milk, as 
well as the ftrong and full grown that can 
bear ftrong Meat. 

fg} While true Grace is maintain’d abfo- 
w mtely to confift not in kind, but degree, 
.22. the Hearts of many may be made fad God 
would not have made fo : There certainly 
is great danger of this, as well as of 
ftrengthening the Hands of the Wicked. 
A State of Perfection is certainly mo ft fafe 
and pleafant, and he that does not hearti- 
ly afpire after it, has juft Reafon to call 
in queftion his lincerity: But God for- 
bid any Ihould, for want of Caution, be 
wounded in the Houfe of their Friends. 
T here are bruifed Reeds and fmoaking 
Flax, as well as Cedars, and burning. 



may be feen at large iiy ^y//. Firmin ’ s Real 
Chriftian,a Book worth the" keaaing’OTi thi? 
and inany" other occafions. He there gives an 
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ihining Lights : Weaklings are peculiarly 
entitled to our Lord’s care, and God de- 
fpifes not the Day of fmall things-, lhall 
Man then ? Shall he that Hands in fo much 
need of Mercy, as the belt do, be fevere ? 
Let it be remember’d to the Merciful, 
God will fhew himfelf Merciful, &c. All 
mult allow there is a time when Grace is 
low and weak, fear ce difcernible \ and is 
it not torment enough to a fincereSoul, to 
find it felf fo Weak, its State difputable, 
but new Burthens mult be impos’d to prefs • 
it lower ? Shall the Phyiician turn Execu- 
tioner ? Is there not an Hour of Darknefs, 
Temptation, Conflift, when Devils and 
Corruption are let loofe ? And mult a poor 
Soul, now ready to fink with its own weight, 
have new ones hung about it ? while he 
fees flaws in his belt Duties and Services, 
fomewhat to provoke, and nothing to a- 
tone, and holinefs, to the grief of his Heart, 
advance but llowly. The compaflionate Je- 
fus threatens very feverely fuch as offend 
his little ones \ and tho’ the menace feem 
difeharg’d againft wicked Men, yet if good 
Men tranfgrefs in this kind, by needlefs 
v Severities, God may repay them in their 
own Coin : Let fuch as value their own 
Peace and others, be cautious. 

’Tis the operative Faith that is juftify- 
ing, and the more it abounds in good 
Works, the clearer are our hopes. The 
Promifes run to Faith and Obedience, as 
the Veins and Arteries do over the whole 
Body and as Spirits, Life and Vigor, are 

jpainfain’d there, by due Circulation ; fo is 

*»’*/ $. ,* / * • a 




it in the Soul and fpiritual Life ^ the re- 
ciprocal aftings of Faith and Obedience, 
breed a ftrong athletick Chriftian, full of 
Peace and A&ivity: But as a Sick or 

Weak Man, is ftill a Man and alive ^ fo 
Q is a feeble Saint, a real Saint, tho’ under 
infirmities, and he ought to have the Com- 
fort of it } and fince with great difficulty 
he takes it, let all be cautious how they 
hinder him. 

As few enjoy the bleffied affurance of 
God’s Love, fo fuch as have it, have it 
f not always, nor alike at all times, .as Biffiop 
£ H oflins well obferves. Ebbs and flows 
C- wilrhappen. Clouds and Sun-fhine will va- 
riably overfpread the Soul, as they do the 
.Face of the Heavens. ’Tis a mighty Fa- 
vour when God fpeaks Peace to a guilty 
Soul } but how does the Obligation re- 
double its force to gratitude and all fuit- 
able expreffions, when he fays to the Soul 
but once in this Life *, I am thy Salvation , 
thy exceeding great Reward ? fealing it up 
to the Day of Redemption } God’s Spi- 
rit witnelling with it, that it is his. 
f 10 That Love naturally follows a fenfe of 

mtbeCwd “ fot T ivenefs of Sins > appears by^ the Pa- 
p. 369 and U ra We Luk. 6 . 41, 42. upon which cafe 
370. ’ u our Saviour made this queftion, Which 

li of them would love him mofi ? He flip- 
4t pofeth both the Debtors will love him a 
u becaufe the Creditor forgave them both ; 
u and he collefteth the degrees of 
44 Love will anfwer proportionably to 
f the quantity o! the Debt forgiven,, 
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What excites our Love to God, quickens 
our Obedience and Zeal in doing and fuf- 
fering for him, and what does it more, 
than the fenfe of his, manifefted toS our 
Souls ? All therefore to whom God’s Glo- 
ry and Mens Welfare are endear’d, fhou’d 
be cautious how they promote any difcou- 
ragements obftrudive of fuch noble En- 
terprifes. ’Tis not warrantable to vacate 
or enervate any Do&rine, becaufe it has 
been abufed fometimes to ill purpofes, 
upon which very deplorable effe&s have 
follow’d, while fufficient guard might be 
provided againft the abufe of it by any ho- 
neft Heart. Holy Souls are fo concern’d 
for Purity, Mens Salvation, and God’s Ho- 
nor, that they look fhie on any thing, 
which, thro’ the prevalency of Mens Cor- 
ruptions, feems to have the leaft tendency 
to turn the Grace of God into Want onnefs \ 
but when they have done their belt, they’ll 
find it difficult, if not impoffible, to fet 
anything out of the reach of Hypocrites, but 
they’ll pretend to it, and labour to perv ert it. 
What fupports holy Souls in (harp Con- 4 
Aids in Life and Death, efpecially when 
violent and torturing, but thefe BlelTed 
Foretafls and Affiurances ? Can we think 
that nothing, or fmall, which has prov’d 
fuch a mighty ftay to the Spirits of fo 
many excellent Perfons in their darkeft 
Minutes, whom, in the Judgment of Cha- 
rity, we can’t but think are gone to their 
Eternal Reft ? Let us take heed leaft our 
flighty Opinions provoke God to leave us 

deftitute of thofe vaft Favours, which a 

ferious 
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ferious Hour may make us value at ano- 
ther rate. 

As negleft of any of God’s Favours may 
prejudice our Comforts, fo trufting to the 
belt things he has not bid us, may prove 
very dangerous. Holinefs and good Works 
are excellent things *, the one mult be ve- 
ry amiable in God’s Sight, as he can’t but 
love and delight in his own likenefs ^ and 
the other muft be very acceptable to him, 
as they are agreeable to his Will and 
Commands : But when once they become 
the Obje&s of our Trull: and Confidence, 
and we begin to Pride our felves in them, 
as the matter of our dependance, to re- 
commend us to the Divine acceptance, we 
ought to grow jealous of our felves, leaft 
we trult to a broken Reed. God will be 
honor’d in ways of his own appointment : 
* His Will is the meafure of Perfe&ion* 
whatever femblances therefore of Good- 
nefs appear in things to our views, nay, 
tho’ they really are fo in their very nature, 
and fome of the bell too^ yet if we negled to 
obferve his determinations, or oppofe his 
Pleafure reveal’d to us, he’ll look upon us 
as bold Invaders of his rightful Preroga- 
tive, and what we do, as the refult of felf- 
will, and treat us accordingly. God, by 
the univerfal Tenor of his holy Gofpel, 
feems moftly bent upon honoring the riches 
and freedom of his Grace and Mercy, and 
the Merits and Satisfaftion of his Blefled 
Son in our Salvation. If we mifs his de- 
fig n here, we tail in a great Point. 

H God’s 
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a God’s defign in the Covenant- of Grace, Dr. SibbV 
“ is to exalt the Riches of his Mercy, a- Preface to the 
44 bove all Sin and unworthinefs of Men 5 Soul's conflict, 
44 and we yeild him more Glory by Be- 
44 lieving, than it would be to his Ju- * 

“ ftice to deftroy us. If we were Per-* 

44 fed in our felves, we fhould not Ho- 
44 nor him fo much as when we labour to 
44 be found in Chrift, having his Righte- 
44 oufnefs upon us. Some who have laugh’d 
at their Fellow-Travellers cautious Prepa- 
rations for foul weather in Sun-fhine, have 
been convinc’d of their Prudence when they 
faw the Storm coming. Many abounding 
in the fenfe of the fufficiency of their own 
Righteoufnefs, who in Health and Pro- 
fperity ridicul’d fuch as made better pre- 
parations, have yet, at the decline of the 
Day, when they faw the Clouds gathering, 
acknowledg’d their miftake, and taken 
Sanftuarv in the very thing they befool’d. 

Believe it, Death and Judgment will be 
found folemn Things, and trying Seafons ^ 
when Eternity fhall face us, and we be- 
gin to interfere with the lh'ange world of 
Spirits, and approach his enlighten’d Tri- 
bunal, whofe Eyes are as a Flame of Fire, 
and can’t behold the leafb impurity : 
then it’s poflible our Stomachs may come 
down, and we be contented to accept 
of what will fully cover our Blemilhes 
and Nakednefs, and skreen us from the 
exquiiite fearches of infinite Purity. Then 
perhaps with the ftifF Cardinal, who liv- 
ing contended fo much for dependance on 
good works, we may be perfwaded to ac- 
cept 
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cept of what his Confeffion dying declar’d 
to be Tutijfimnm y molt fafe to truft to 
Chrift alone. 

, n Look back to the End of the belt Men, 

obferve ftri&ly and impartially what 
m °ft re P os < l their confidence in, in 
«Aiheir dying Agonies, and you’ll find it was 

Perfons on the confines 
’, ufually make the truelt 
eftimates of things , and remember with 
great ferioufnefs, that Ihortly the experi- 
ment mull be your own } think now clofe- 
ly, what may be the fureft center of your 
Repofe : Expeft an awaken’d Confcience 
to be more fevere in its fcrutiny, and 
Satan ready to back it with Fury, as his 
laft onfet for the Maftery : Confider well 
what is molt likely to bear the Teft then, 
and fupport under that rude Ihock, the 
* what have ft and fierce!!: Aflault of the Powers of 
toe to hcr.jl of, Darknels : Know no Man can fufFer for 
when all the the Exercife of his Humility, but may 
Rigbtcoufncjs f or hi s Prefumption : Truft the weight of 

^ none of ours Eternit yf upon what you may moft fafe- 
but Chrift' s : Remember, if there be any worth in 

imputed to Y our good * Works, the belt of which are 
us; whereby full of flaws, you !hall not lofe one grain, 
only, and not in the repute of a juft God, for modeftly 
for any Merit declining them : Count all therefore with 
tn themfelves, the holy Apoftle, hut as drofs and dung that 
you may he found in Chrift , &c. In the inte- 

and have pro. r l m know, that, to abound in works of 
mife of Piety an d Charity, and yet renounce 
ward? Mede Self-right eoufnefs, is truer, harder Self- 
£>ifc, 39. p, denial, than all the Aufterities of Monke- 
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ty. The judicious Hooker in his Difcourfe 
of Juftification, tells us : 41 There are two 

“ kinds of Chriftian Righteoufnefs •, the 
u one without us, which we have by im- 
64 putation*, the other in us, which con- 
“ lifts of Faith, Hope and Charity, and o- 
4C ther Chriftian Virtues. The little Fruit 
sc we have in Holinefs, it is, God knows, 
44 corrupt and unfound : We put nocon- 
u fidence at all in it, we challenge no- 
44 thing in the World for it. Cut off all 
thofe things wherein we have regard- 
ed our own glory, thofe things Men do 
to pleafe Men, and to fatisfie their own 
liking, thofe things we do for any by 
refpeft, not fincerely and purely for 
44 the Love of God and a fmall fcore will 
44 ferve for the number of our righteous 
44 deeds. Let fuchas repute this Do&rine 
fo very ridiculous, confult fairly a Book 
entitled, Salvation by Jefus Chrift alone •, and 
they’ll find there is more than they are 
readily aware of to be faid, even for the 
Rationale of the thing, which moft of all 
difgufts them. 

’Tis a mighty fupport to a Chriftian 
under his Conflicts, Temptations, Infirmi- 
ties, and fubfequent doubts and fears , to 
reflect with hope__ur>on the foundnefs ofEs 
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Converfion. 1 need not mention the ma- 
rly Tileffed encouragements God’s holy 
Word gives him : Any who are conver- 
fant therein, know how to apply the Con- 
folation it affords on this occafion: And 
fuch as negleft it, or fuperficially ftudy it, 
deferve that darknefs which muft necef- 

farily 
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and perplexity, which is its juft confer 



World is ftill divided about it. But af- ^ 
ter all, I muft own, I conceive a humble en- 
couraging hope in God’s mighty Grace and 
Mercy from this very confideration, under r 
all my doubts and fears, which my many 
infirmities naturally fuggeft to me , fince 
while they are heartily bewail’d, and faith- ire 
fully ftrove againft, I may depend upon 
God’s acceptance, who is pleas’d with fuch ^ 
as hope in his Mercy, and dare truft to i* 
his Promifes in the way of Duty, even * 
while hard befet with difficulties : This M 

is a proper feafon for the vigorous exer- ^ 

cife of Faith, which is infinitely pleating ^ 
to God •, to fee us refolutely combat all op- 
pofition, and hope, as it were, againft hope ; ® 

and tho’ he fhoivd flay us, yet^ftill to put fit 

our truft in him : As fare as God is true, * 

j uch Souls fh allne’er]fia ally be~a fh a m e d nor | 

confounded . Let fuch as value the * 

ment of Great and Learned Men, confult 'i 
at Jeifure the judicious Hooker and Dr. in 

Y'-.* i /■* 1 • 1 • * 



Lighdi p. Perfeverance : Which the firftof them callsa pi 



“ .of infinite Souls depends upon if, the t| 

matter is weighty, dear, and pretious. f 

If it be as natural (as I think it is) for a in 

New-Born Child of Grace, to call upon Jn 

God in Prayer, as ’tis for the New-Born ft 

Infant to cry; then what the Learned ;ti, 

* * ■ 
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D r. Cud-n ort h fay s in his excellent Dif- *s 
courie, is very comfortable and encourag- p- ‘ 37 ,' to p. y 
ing to an upright Soul. Thefe excellent 1 43 * 

Perfons give us all reafonable hopes we m 
can defire } and can an honeft Heart ask 
lttore ? They liv’d what they taught, and 
none more cry’d up Purity, Watchfulnefs, 
and Caution. As for the infincere, let 
them patch up their hopes with what falfe - . :J 

Peace and Comforts they can get, which 
may laft for a time ■, but let them reft af- 
fured the Day is coming, they lhall pafs a- 
way as a Snail which melteth. But let not 
any humble honeft Heart difquietit felf 
by needlefs doubts and fcruples it’s but 
too ready to entertain : Its very con- 
cern leaft it fhou’d be infincere affords it**,, 
the Comfort,thatit earneftly aliens fincerity, f' 
and is a good Proof it is fo far really pofi- * 
felt of it, as the degrees of its defires ad- 
vance \ at the leaft are a blefled earn eft 
of it. ’Tis the fearlefs and the carelefs, 
the fecure and confident, that are in great* 
eft danger j who are ever boafting of their 
Attainments, foaring aloft in their Alti- 
tudes, bragging how they live in the Cir- 
cle of Light and Comfort continually, with- 
out a Sigh or Groan, or any depreffion of 
Spirit, or vifible exprelfion of Humility, 
or complaint againft Corruptions ; who 
are big of a T ympany, bloated with Pride 
and Conceit, and defpife their weak Bre- 
thren, looking upon them with difdain, as 
grovelling Earth-Worms that can’t afpire 
upward, reputing themfelves the only Pro- 
ficients. I wifh fuch would remember 

S that 
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tM m- great Apoftle rAXhovts Us;to be 
doth -d with Humility vForGodrefifieth 
5 ‘ the Proud , and gives Grace to the Hum- 
ble. , . - 

• Priiices maintain their Sovereignty, and 

have fiheir Art ana Imperii , and grow jea- 
lous and ■.-difpleas’d-.with fuch as quell ion 
the one, At that' prefume to dive, into the 
other. .• Who then can fafely • meddle with 
And how very ^4 prerogative of an infinite Majefty •, or 
idle that Men pyy .into his fcCret Decrees ^or fay he has 
fraud fall out > Sure jg s condefeenfion enough, that 

nZ”f?bem hefia^told us our Names are in the Book 
under L-J? of Life, if his Laws are written; m our 
Bonnell’i Hearts., and copied out in our l ives, ten* 
Lifc, p. i77. dring/ his Word and Spirit to effect it, 

if •wp'tvill but -fificerely ask and improve 
means, and not- wilfully Regifter our 
iNaineS; in the black Records of Hell. 
What do we get by glaring on the Sun, but 
Blindnefs? by looking down into great 
Deeps* .-but- giddinefs and inftabillity ? Our 
Dufy,, is, plain,; and . God is .more willing 
to fave us,, than we are to be laved \ w hich 
lie. demQnftrates by bringing the terms as 
f Jqw as poffible, even to fincere de fir es, which 

Jvu%/ Wu^ady e xjmely Jhem lejy e£m 

fioFlTfj fDd we,.-, think to be laved agamft 
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filiations V What , is Heaven, but the frui- 
tion of the ever i JUefled God And is that 
.pqlhbie, till, oi^ Wdll^ and; Afi'edions em- 
brace lum ? - Lot usf have done then with 
all bold co nclufions , about the great Jeho- 
vah and his ! Operations, and take heed 
liow. we petp vyithiu the Qur tains- of, his 

purpofes. 
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purpofes, left we be overwhelm’d with 
Majefty, and increase Light break out up- 
on ns, and at once dazzle and confound, 
us. Did we'ftudy to know our felves bet- 
ter, wb’ Ihou’d him^ to the greateft' advan- 
tage \ this, wou’d teach us to keep our di- 



mility. and Obedience enlarge the Soul to 
be the mote lufceptive of divine Favours. 
Low Grounds and Valleys partake molt 
liberally of Heaven’s Dews and Blefiings, 
while lofty Mountains remain dry and 
barren. 

' j . *«. , ' ' » . 

After all, if we can’t agree upon dome 
abftruler Points, nor reconcile fome pla- 
ces of Scripture fo as perfectly • to acqui- 
efce in fome difputable Opinions, yet let 
us in what’s eafy and plain, which may 
afford us great fatisfaftion, tho’ not fo full, 
it may be, as we con’d wifh. The fenle 
that divine Wifdom and Goodnefs thinks 

jg- J t , . 

fit to leave us fomewhat in the Dark in 
lome Cafes, Ihou’d make us more inquifi- 
tive what ' may be his Deiign in it, than 
too nicely to difeufs Points his Providence 
fee ms to draw a VaiL over. This wou’d 
inftnift us in the .great Leffons of Humi- 
lity*, Charity, Patience and Forbearance : 
Vaft wou’d be our acquifitions this way, 
and we filotfd find our felves in the tru- 
eft way to Heaven by thcfe Exercifes, 
and God in due time revealing : ^ll - ! faving 
knowledge to us y and what can we defire 

more >' A nd this we may 1 1 

v7 ' >rO h .uc.y 1 
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pfal. 2,5. 9. finee God has promifed to guide the Meek, 

an cl teach t he 711 his way . But Pride and ['i 
Contention ufually go together, and na- 
rurally raife a duft, which conceals Truth, fd 

and God often judicially punilhes one Error ^ 

with another. He has made practical ^ 

Truths fo plain, that nothing but afte&ed ^ 

ignorance can keep them from our views *, fi 

and if we fufFer our PafRons to force us m i, 

over thefe obligations, can we think he ^ 

will Reward our difobedience with true Mt 

Knowledge ? irs 

Wou’d we finally perfevere, and be af- ^ 

lur’d of our Salvation, let us vigoroufly „ 

purfue the Method the Apoftle preferibes, ^ 

and ne’er doubt of a full attainment ? (2 Pet. j 

chap. 1. v. 5, to the end. of the nt\\.) ^ 

Wou’d we endeavour to live as holilyas L 

if we expe&ed to be juftifi’d by our own ..i- 

Works, then think and fay, as we indeed 
really are, and the Scriptures teach us, af- . 
Lak, 17. 10. t er all, but unprofitable Servants ? putting , 
_ our foie confid ence in Tefus ChnRTwe 
(*) TTeeTnot douBFdfGod’s acceptance. Wou’T , 

Tve"loiow whether we are of that Blelled J( 
number for whom our deareft Lord is f 
gone before to prepare Manfions of Glory ? ) r 
Let us follow the advice inlinuated by St.Peter, ■ 
viz., to ftudy and apply the exceeding great J 
. p ec> . , . and pretious Promifies of the Gofpel, till 

we are made partakers of the Divine Na- ® 
ture, and then we need not queftion our * 
interefb in them. Where Men are care- 1 
lefs of thefe Apollolick Diredtions, it’s a 5 
fad fign matters are not right with them, | 
whatever they pretend. But would we 

fincere- 
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fincerely make thefe our great fcopeand 
end, and where we differ’d in any thing, 
ftrive to maintain fervent Charity , which 
the Apoftle recommends to us above all 
things, we Ihou’d loon feel the Blefr 
lings which attend this heavenly temper 
here, in a compofure in part of our 
unhappy differences and diviilons \ and 
what God fuller’d to remain to exercile 
our Graces, and excite our Grief, Pi-ay- 
ers and endeavours to redrefs, we 
ihou’d fee at length ifliiing in his 
greater Glory, and our own Advan- 
tage. 

Some account, I believe, might be given 
of the difcrepance of Mens Opinions, from 
the variety of their Conftitutions, courfes 
of Life, and of God’s Providential dealings 
with them. Such as are molt broken 
with legal terrors, after much Guilt and 
ftrong Convi&ions, are molt apt to admire 
the free, preventing Grace and Mercy of 
God, when he brings them to themfelves, 
and acquaintance with him. Such as have 
ftrong Corruptions to grapple with, won- 
der moft at his rich forbearance, and ^re 
moft confcious of their own inabilities. 
And fuch as go with full Sail to Heaven, 
under a ftrong and abiding fenfe of 
God’s Love, are moft taken up with ad- 
miring thoughts of their own unworthinefs, 
and the freedom of his Favours. On the 
other hand, fuch as lead more Moral 
Lives, without any great awakenings of 
Qanfcience, from a fenfe of grolfer Guilt, 
are apter to he more felf-opiniative, and 
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truft more to tiipir^WB, length ajid . per- 




v.er tufted, aud it may be, think they bet- 
ter dc ferv'd than fiich as pretend to' 
them. 

I *. i 1 ..i 
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Blit after all, to gifi greater Humiliati- 
on, .we are dlf tqp nrone to vpillive the 



very Principles vve cTpoufc. Sq much cor- 
ruption as remains in the belt, fo much 
aptitude is there to offend oyr' glorious 
Mafter,: let ;our Opinions., he what -they 
will: A confidcration very ufefnhand in- 
ftru&ive, were it attended to as it fhou’d, 
to make us lefs. affect the Study of thorny 



Contfoverfies, dry Notions and . Specula- 
tions, and more the great Duty of Morti- 
fication where we are fure to find our 
Earnings. Whether we make God or our 
felves mod our dependance, we r are dill 
ready to fall into great failures when we 
c^rne to aftion. 

If wc fay we can do nothing without 
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^ Ht God, which workethm ns both to will and 
to do of his ; good PU.ifnrc. , If we think all 
fo much in our own Power, why don’t we 
a bound more in good W orks ? . , Don’t ou r 
doing fo. little, upbraid our own concefli- 
ous;;' How prone are we absolutely to 
appropriate that to him or our felves, 
which he exprefiy tells us is fome way a 
iociai Work ? IVhat God joins together^ let 
no Man put asunder. I’m afraid, nay, I 

th i nk 



think I may be- confident, that' the bell 
Man breathing, every Day,.: more ^r jefs , 
in ibiitK 'jiegree, abnf^'jMs Itjojyd Frin- 
ciptes , let his dependant be wherc. it will. 
Why elfe does he not -pray andfdive' bet- 
ter ? As I’tn confident he wo.u’d, were 
he fare this Day was his- laft. Let us 
then ati'eft Modefty, Moderation and Cha- 
ri t/, as we hope for Mercy at the Hands 

of God. Nr, "~iV Inc-k : • ^ : - ri } 

Men may talk as big.; as they pleafe of 
the powers of fclatwfe yet Sepptnr.e and 
fad Experience evidence it to ; he very 
dark .and per vcrfe, while u nafilfted 'by di- 
vine Grace* ’Tis God’Saholy Spirit 'that 
brings, dthc Soul ojytft that ChaQ^ iiQf ig- 
norance and confnfion il uaturally lies in . 
He'i begins, carries :dns. and.-' fiiulhes 
the; great? Work of ©BTsipiritual; ..Reftova- - 
tion. iiHe t roUs away the; Mifts of Dark- 
nefs ftsooti.our fdnderftandings, and keeps 

theni from returning, s-^hieh otl^rwifo 
recjir as: naturally as o Milts do in the Ait 
in -which* ®e breath : He bends :the -Iron 
fiabw-iof .therWill, and prevents, it from 
retarding^ to the natural and h.abitua^l; po- 
ll ure did once had, when , fet upon mis chief, 
and; .doparture from God;. He refines our 
earthly Affedions, and keeps them aloft, 
whichMiavg as natural a tendency tct this 
Worldya^a ClpdiOalt- 'into the Air has 
to ttie cEairth;; its -Centre. In few . Wot els, 
he is' 1 . the? fecret;: Magnet ifn of Heaven, 
that draws! us upwards, . and not the fpnng 
of our ovyh adivitv, cvihich moves jts. to- 
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wards God, as a Watch moves without 
its Matter-Spring. 

But ft ill all muft, and do agree, that 
Men ad not like Puppets only when they 
are mov’d, but have fpritely Powers for 
A&ion, tho’ much perverted by ill cuftoms. 
As depraved as we are, we naturally de- 
lire happinefs, tho’ we miftake the way 
to it. A meer natural Man can defcry 
the Charms of Moral Virtue, admire and 
effed it, as many Heathens have; but 
without a peculiar divine affiltance he can’t 
come up to that purity of Heart and 
Sandity of Life, from a right Principle 
and to a right End God requires, and that 
quallifies for Communion with him and 
fruition of him. But a true C fcriftia n has 
an^in fus’d Principle"~ tBaT capacitates* him 
for TTg]ier ~atta] n m exits, ahcTTs therefore bfd 
toltlr up the Gifts and Graces beftow’d 
upon him ; to grow in Grace , and cruel fie 
the Fief/] with its jdffettions and Lufts. 
Wou’d infinite WilHom and Goodnefs put 
a Creature upon impradicable Duties, and 
command impoflibilities ? Let us not de- 
ceive our lelves, and charge God foolilhly ; 
he is no hard Mafter, to reap where he 
has not fow’d. Does he liften to the Cries 
of natural inftind, and feed the Ravens 
when they cry for Hunger? And do we 
think he wont hear the Prayer of his Chil- 
dren? If we wont allow God has oblig’d 
ff himfelf by Promile to anfwer the Prayer 
ft a natural Man, which lome Texts leem 
to favour *, yet the Love of God, which is 
his Nature, encourages us to hope he will, 

. ^ k . ' . * * * • « . » t ' r 
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as well as Ibme Precedents of his Grace' 
and Favour: however, we are fure the 
Promife runs full and ftrong to the faith- 
ful in Covenant with him : As\, and yt 
j jhall receive: To him that has and improves, 
more jha/i he given. The belt mult own 
they might do more good than they do,’ 
and the worlt that they might avoid much 
Sin they do not : A thought that Ihou’d 
make us adore the Divine Mercy, and 
hate our bale, finful felves. No Doftrines 
are to be admitted that call the lea ft Re- 
flexion on the Divine Perfeftions or Pro- 
ceedures : Whoev er are jaVd Jfoaft ackn ow- 
ledge JEtern aT^ Life to be the Glir.jJ' 
God ; andwEoeyer are loft, (Hall own. 
I E tern al Death to .be the juft Wages of 
i their "SmT Iden perfllf hot fo much for 
wainnjflneans, but for contempt or neg- 
j left of what they have. However Men 
load one another’s Opinions, and too of- 
ten even the ever Blefled God, with 
ftrange inviduous confequences, yet the 
Day is coming which will clear up his 
Mercy, Juftice, Truth and Faithfnlnefs, as 
the Light at Noon-day, and leave all Men 
inexcufable. 

How happy had it been for feme Men, 
had they fpent that time in living, they 
fpent in needlefs difputing : Let us be 

warn’d by their Mifcarriages, be up and 
doing, and we lhall feel God gracious, and 
know thatwhich all our vain jangling would 
ne’er make us underftand: "Experience 
will afford fuch an Idea of divine Truths, 
that all our airy Notions cou d not give 
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US fo much as the femhlaoce of* while 
we really feel our felv.es wafted, apace to - 
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Holy Souls of very different Sentiments 
on Earth, I’m fatisfi’d, are now warbling 
their Hallelujahs about the Throne oi the 
All-glorious Jefus, with continual Harmo- 
ny, ’Tis pity : they agreed not ■ better 
here, tho’ in the main, no doubt, they 
did, who aye all as one there. Wou-dthe 
State of Heaven admit of fhame and con- 
cern, foine there, it's potfible,. wou’d be 
put to the Blufli for thefe their kller 
Follies here on Earth, as confeious they 
fought too much themfelves and Humours 
in them, and too little, the Glory of God, 
which now appears to them to beplie great 
AH in all. Let us think fo frequently 
and ferioufly of that Bleffed State qf .per- 
fect Unity above, and the danger we are 
in from; the common -Enemy here, -whole 
main ..Stratagem is to divide^ .the more 
eafify t.oi deftroy till we cultivate a more 
healing Spirit, which uniting us one -to a- 
nother by the Exercife of Charity,: may 
d.ifpofe- us for clofer Union with God, fo 
enable ,»$ to break the ftrong. Legions of 
Hell, our great and common lnterdt. " 
Where we differ,: let us with the fame 
freedom give -thatlUherV- to others we 
takq.our felves. It- neither compoRtl with 
Gentility, Ingenuity, ; nor Chriftianityi, to 
be hiderbound ih- this 'matter : .It* looks lit- 
tle. and. betokens, anarrpw contm&bd Spi- 
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l it : t; |t makes a Man appear arrogant 
and afluming; Vice, degrades the Soul, 
hurt . especially Pride, and Conceit- God 
difpeafes his Gifts variauily, and Nature 
Sports her Self in, a grateful variety : Men 
are of different Tempers and Inclinations, 
and ; receive different Educations and in- 
fufions of Principles.: God very variously 
caffs their Lot, arid treats them pot alike 
in his Providence : Some con fait their .. 

Reafon molt, others 'their Experience^ : 
T.hefe and many~otber circumlfances oc- 
cafion, them to form very different Judg- 
ments of things Suitable to their impref- 
flops;. and wq n/nft allow them to obey, 
their Co nviftions, and be govern’d hy Con- 
Icience, fince what is not of Faith-, is Sin'-, and 
God; may have wife Ends to bring to pafs 
by this very Method , what we can’t dive 
into, nor So much as imagine: I Speak ftill 
of lefTer differences. If we will approve 
our Selves then to be real Chriftians, 
let us not think our Selves left at liber- 
ty in this point, but oblig’d by the indi- 
fpcnfibk Law of Charity : Let not a dif- 
ference in PerSwaflon alienate or abate 
Afte&iom* . a Man of common candour 
muff: be afhaofd of it iu cool Thoughts'. 

Above all, let us, beware of any Princi- 
ples that ftrike at the Vitals of Religion, 
that oppofe purity of Heart, and holinefs 
of Life, the grand defign of the Gofpel. 
Some have discours’d as tho’ they had 
ne’er read or underflood the Scriptures, 
or rather, as if their great defign in read- 
ing them, had been to pervert them. Let 
... us 

\ 
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us keep to the Form of found Words,' 
and as we love God and our Souls, let 
* us avoid all expreflions that but border on 
Blafphemy or Prophanity, or have but 
the leaf! fhadow or femblance of them : 
Let us away with the vain pretences of 
good meanings in them, while they fmell 
fo ftrong of AfFeftation and Singularity, 
and bring many ignorant People into 
ftrange Mifconceits, and dangerous Er- 
rors and miftakes. 

May the Doftrines of Free-Grace be urg’d 
with a ftrift guard and due caution, and 
what any way oppofes or enervates them, 
with a tender regard to weak and doubting 
Chriftians : The prefent Peace and eternal 
Welfare of many Souls lies at flake: A 
confideration which fhou’d conjure all to 
great Gare and Tendernefs, to lay afide 
the force of Prejudices from Party, Edu- 
cation, and private Paflions. He that flu- 
dies, and upon good grounds can apply 
the Promifes of the Gofpel to himfelf, 
will yet find need to urge his Heart to 
meditate Terror fometimes, and rejoice 
with trembling. Qod threatens Hell to 
drive us to Heaven: Nothing he pre- 
fcribes us fhall be in vain, if we don’t neg- 
le& or pervert his gracious delign in it : 
Hopes and Fears are the Soul’s Sinews for 
aftion, and a great part of Chriftian skill 
confifts in an alternative application of fuit- 
able Obje&s at proper Seafons. The Ho- 
ney-comb may be pleafing to Nature, but 
too great Indulgences may prove injurious, 
and breed a Surfeit: Variety, we fay. 



makes a Feafl: : Sweets and Acids are as a- 
greeable to the Appetite interchangably, 
and no Man cares to make a Meal only 
of Sauce. Let Nature then inftruft us in 
the r igh t uleof the Methods of divine 
Grace, an d~lxcdncile~ us to Go ers leveret- 
Methods in fom e State ol our~Fon i?71is~a 
p art of th^Jand~^IpenIa tio p . His Provi- 
dence allots us Profperity and Adverllty 
very varioufly •, our Souls and Bodies need 
Purgatives, as well as Reftoratives, and 
we find the advantages of Health, more 
than recompencing the bitternefs of a Po- 
tion, or the uneafinefs of its Operation. 

Such as decry ferious awakening Dif- 
courfes, as legal Preaching; and Hop their 
own and others Ears againft the Threats 
and Terrors of the Law, admitting of no 
fearching, trying Truths, but the pleafant 
found of the Promifes ; that cry up the 
power and freedom of Divine Grace, and 
pardoning Mercy, the Excellency and 
All-fufficiency of the Mediator’s Righteouf- 
nefs, to the detriment or negleft of ln- 
duftry, Holinefs, and good Works, will, I 
fear, have a fad account to make one day, 
whatever they pretend now. He that 
knows not his Difeafe and danger, will 
ne’er heartily feek or value a Remedy : 
Th e Law is as tru e a Gla fs to fhew us our 
S^gT deformity and mifery, as the Go- 
fp 3lTT>ur~ftrg^mde to the only Reme^ 
dy. Is it a Tmall privilege to l-eceive the 
Divine Image, to partake of qualifications, 
that fit us for the Vifion of the ever Blef- 
fed God, and eternal happinefs ? To a- 

bound 
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bound in the Fruits of Righteoufnefs, 
which will turn to our everlafting account, 
and have an abundant recompence of Re- 
ward .? t)on’t Chrift and his Apoftles urge 
us to afpire towards Perfection ? To be per- 
fect JtS oibr heavenly Father is perfett ) to per- 
fect Holinefs in God’s fear ? And can we 
think 1 our felves fincere, if we don’t aim 
and endeavour after it, tho’ we. can’t ab- 
folutely attain it here ? What does our 
glorious Lord inculcate more, in fome of 
his' la ft dying Words, than Prayer, Obe- 
dience, and bringing forth of much fruit ? 
The fait of which, he makes the very Li- 
very of his Difciples : And can we ex- 
pert the Benefit of his blelfed Prayer that 
follows, without thefe Marks of our dif- 
ciplefhip ? O what a heavenly treafure of 
John 14, Inftru&ion do thofe four Chapters comprife/ 

15, 16, i 7 - what divine Confolations do they Breath ! 

How Infinitely indebted are we to the 
Lord of Life and Glory, for his Prayer 
on Earth, and Intercefiion in Heaven ! 
Methinks we fhould delight to dwell up- 
on them, while we have ’Hearts to con- 
ceive, admire, love and praife him. 

Wo be to that Man one day, that dates 
turn the Grace of God into Wantonnefs, 
and fin becaufe it abbunds : that hardens 
his Heart becaufe Gpd waits to be gracious? 
how will his Fury fmoke againft him that 

defpifes the treafure's of his Goodnefs and his 
Patience , that runs into longfuferance > 
How 'will' it reft upon him, that after his 

impenitent .Heart? thus trcafurcs up Wrath a- 
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gawft the Day of Wrath ? Men may foften 
matters to themfelves and others, and 
cover all with • plaufible pretexts, which 
one Day will drop like Leaves in Au- 
tumn- Behold ! all you that kindle a Fire., I(ai. 5,0. n’ 
that compafs yourfelves about with Sparks: 

Walk in the Light of your Fire , and in the 
Sparks you have kindled. Lb is fiall you have • . 

of mine Hand , fays God by the Prophet, . 
you fhall lie down in Sorrow. Let us not 
fport our felves in our own deceivings, 
nor • promife our felves Peace, while we 
walk in the imagination of our Hearts. God 
forgive us our offences of this, kind, and 
keep us from this horrid abufe of his 

Mercy. - ■ • * • 

llt’s poflible 1 may incur the fateoffuch 
as attempt to part Men in a Fray, to pleafe 
none, but get blows from all •, but if 
truth be on my fide, with fincere inten- 
tions for God’s Glory, I’m fure to pleafe 
him,' which will afford me the higheft 
fatisfaftion. Some may repute thisaneed- 
lefs digreflion, very, improper to mingle 
with the prefent fubjeft : If fuch pleafe 
to look back, they’ll find thefe things fell 
in my way : But had the matter been 0 - 
therwife *, Gratitude wou’d make that na- 
tural, which - Order might feem to for- 
bid. The Ox knows:' his Owner, and the Afs 
his Mafters Crib. I had been more bru- 
tilh than either, had 1 not faid the little 
I have, in Hoftor of the free Grace of God, 
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orthodoxy it felf will do us little Service, 
without a fuitable Practice \ an ill Life is 
one of the greateft Errors, as it’s oppo- 
site to fincerity of Heart, which is our 
Evangelick Perfection. 44 For mifappre- 
44 henlion, God doth grant allowance, 
*Dr. \Vhitch- u an d difpenfes with humane frailties •, 
cor* Vol. i. 44 but for failing of Intention, there is 
Difc, 4. 44 no difpenfation. Fail here, and you 

44 are Hypocrites •, and therefore upright- 
“ nefs is our Perfection: He is uprig ht 
_ teans- ^ell tho ’ Tie ^bein many 
ungs miltak en, and L incumberM -with 
44 weakness. Therefore itBecomes us to be 
“ highly Charitable one towards another, 
44 fince God is fo gracious, and fets fuch a 
44 value upon our good meanings and 
44 fincere intentions, as to account of this 

44 for Righteoufnefs, either in Practice or 
44 Opinion. 

To love one becaufe he is of our Way 
and Opinion, is like loving a Man’s Drefs, 
more than his Pcrfon, and exprefies the 
trueft love of our Selves and Humors ; 
as lure as loving a pious Man differing 
in judgment from us in fome things, is a 
lively expreflion of our Love to goodnefs, 
and therein of our Love to God. And 
who but an errant Bigott cou’d content 
himfelf with any thing fhort of this com- 
fortable fymptom of his fincerity ? If we 
give cur Bodies to be burnt^ and have not Cha~ 
rity, it profits us not: Our belt deeds with- 
out it, will prove but the Varnilh ofHy- 
pocrifie, which when the Sun of Righteouf- 
nefs fhall melt down by the brightnefs of 

his 








( 2 - 7 ? ) 



Ms coming, will but render our natural 
complexion the more ugly and hateful. 
Let us all then ftrive to keep the Unity 
of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace y to be 
of the fame Mind y and where we are 
fo unhappy as to differ, flrill let us love as 
Brethren , and be fure that affection which 



44 A Lmighty God, who feeft that we //* 
44 jfX have n0 P ower of our felves, to 
44 help our felves, we humbly befeech 
44 Thee, that as by thy fpecial Grace pre- . 

“ venting us. Thou doff; put into our 
u Minds good defires, fo by thy conti- 
44 nual help we may bring the fame to 
44 good effedt. And becaufe the frailty of 
44 Man without Thee cannot but fall, keep 
44 us ever by Thy help, from all things 
44 hurtful, and lead us to all things pro- 
44 fitable to our Salvation y and grant us 
44 fo to be join’d together in Unity of 
44 Spirit, that we may be made a holy 
“ Temple, acceptable to Thee, through 
44 Jeftis Chrifl our Lord, who liveth and 
44 reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghoft, 

44 one God World without end. Amen. 

The Strength and Skill of a Chriftian, 
lies very much in the avoiding carefully 
the Occafions and firft Beginnings of Tem- 
ptation. Grace in the Habit may fall a- 
fleep without Care and Exercife y The 
weak Saint ftands his ground when upon 
his Guard, while the mighty one falls un- 
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unites us to God, unites us to one ano 
ther. 
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der a fit of fecurity and prefumption : 
This difference appears fometimes in the 
fame Perfon, at different Seafons, as in the 
Cafe of St. Peter while under the Power 
of Self confidence, who fpake bigger, and 
promifed fairer, and fell more fhamefully ? 
And after his fall had awaken’d his Cau- 
tion and rouz’d up his Courage, who more 
bold and brave, who more ftanch and re- 
folute? He that trembled at the Voice 
of a Damfel, maintains his M’after’s Caufe 
undauntedly in the Face of his powerful 
Murtherers. Job made a Covenant with 
his Eyes, and fo preferv’d his Purity, 
while the Man after God’s own Heart let- 
ting his rove at all adventures, fell into A- 
dultery and Murther, wilfully and delibe- 
rately. 

How apt are we to think our Work is 
done when it’s but begun? How ready 
There s m fit down and enjoy the Fruits of our 

K cate J firft Succeffes, till we find the Enemy has 
totimetiibe- rally’d, and returns to a frefh Encounter? 
ginning of When we have conquer’d great Dangers, 
things. Dan- w. e are prone to defpife leffer; but the 
gen are no Moment we do fo, they arc no longer 
more light, if £ [ ic h to us •, for fecurity will foon alter 
they oncefeem ^ e ir Property. Great difficulties don’t 

dangers Tave P re ) uc ^ te us f° niuch, when we are upon 
deceived Men QUT g uarc U as little ones that furprize 
than forc'd ' ns : They gradually gather ftrength, and 

them. Lord fteal upon us without obfervation, till they 
V erul. EJJ'ajis, fuddenly overwhelm us. There is 4 Reft 
T- 7"' remaining for the People of God \ but they’ll 

be miftaken if they expect it here : They 
muft ftand ready far the Combat while 

they 
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Jhey aie on this Stage of Temptations; 
When they have conquer’d one, Hydra 
like, another fprings up : Q what need 
have we then of Patience, as well as Vi- 
gilance, while Corruptions and Temptati- 
ons are continually teizing and worrying 
us, that having done all, we may Itand ? 
Pa tience fee ms the greater part of forti- 
tude': A Man may bear bravely great 

Torture for a while, that may link 
under far lefs of long continuance : Yet 
this long Trial is often the State of a 
Chriftian, to whom ftrong Corruptions 
are more terrible than Death, it being 
like chaining the Living to the Dead, and 
length Hill adds ftrength. ’ Tis high ly 
t ifeful to tr ain_ our felves to Difcip liTTe 
a nd SelTcpnlal in lelfer m atters, that with 
m °re facility^ we m ay hand le our Wea- 

pons on gre ater Occafi ons. The Maftery 
of the Will, i s~~tEe great thmg~in""Con- 
VerlSnYandthe more we fubdue it, the 
nearer we advance to perfection. Incre- 
dibl e _ will b e the adva nta ge if we keep. 
a ftrifi Hand upon it, Inl a wfuT a nd in-_ 
c HHere nt --xnatte r s ■ I urge this the more, 
from a fenfe of the ill confequences of 
my own failures in this kind. And I be- 
feech Almighty God to humble, pardon 
and help me under thefe defects, that af- 
ter the receipt of liich mighty Favours, 

I lhou’d exert no more gratitude : With 
lhame do I acknowledge it to the glory 
of his Patience and rich forbearance. 



Per- 
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Perfection certainly we Should all drive q 

at, and be groaning again ft the fad re- ^ 
mains of this Body of Sin and Death, cry- Je 

ing with the Apoftle, 0 wretched Aden that ^ 
we are, who fhall deliver us ? and for t is jj 
end, may deiire to be dijfolv'd and be wit , jjj, 

Chrifit which is far better *, not only as it s ^ 

a State of Glory, but of freedom from £| 

Sin. Exemption from Mifery, and the ^ 
attainment ot Happinefs, are the Voice j; 
of Nature ; but delivery from Sin, ana ^ 
defires after perfed Purity, are the propei » 
Language of Grace. Scripture and Expe- ^ 
rience declare there are no abfolute at- ^ 
tainments of Perfection to be made here. 

’Tis a State of Trial and Confiid, to ex- ' 
ercife Faith and Patience, infinitely plea- 

fing to God. We are but too prone, God r 

knows, to be proud of the poor profici- , 
ency we make, and fhou’d we not have 
fome dead Weight left, to deprefs and ' 

humble us, welhou’d be in danger of foar- r 

ing into the Altitude of fpiritual Pride, . 
which wou’d fill us with elated appre- 
henfions of our felves, and contempt ot o~ 
thers. It can’t, I think, be prov’d, that 
the blefled Spirit of God fubdues cor- 11 
ruption abfolutely and entirely in any, in a 
this Mortal State, but that the Leprofie « 
does ftill more or lefs cleave to the Walls 
of the Houfe while ftanding. I 

Pride was the Sin of Devils, God moft Jj 
abhors : The Naturalift fays. Corruption f 
of the belt things is the worft} fo may 
the Divine: When we grow Proud of : 

Virtue, that bafe Vice, like the Philofo- ; 

* phers- 
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phers-Stone laid to tranfmute all into 
Gold it touches, tranfmutes all it min- 
gles with into abominable Poifon, and the 
belt things into the worlt. Never was 
blefled Job more lovely in the Eye of • 
Heaven, than when under the Exercife of 
his Humility and Patience, abhorring him- , 
felf in Du ft and Afbes. What is Man , fays J ob 1 
Eliphax, that he jhoud be clean l and he 
which is Born of a Woman , that he (holt d be 
Righteous ? Behold he puts no truft in his 
Saints , yea the Heavens are not clean in his 
fi/ht. How much more abominable and filthy 
is Man , which drinketh iniquity like W iter ? 

Behold he puts no trufi in his Servants ', and Job 4 . 1 % 
his Angels he chargeth with Folly. The top 
and quintelTence of Nature,- even Angelick 
purity, lofes its luftre when compar’d with 
what’s infinite and increate. Therefore 
lays Job himfelf, Thci' I were Righteous , yet ^ 

watt'd I not anfwer , but I wou d make Jup 
plication to my Judge. If I jaftifie my felf > 
my own Mouth (hall condemn me .■ If I ft’)’, 

/ am Per fell, it fhall alfo prove me perverfe. 

Tho ’ I were Per fell, yet wou’d I not know my 
Soul : I wou'd defpife my Life. Thefe are 
fome of the Rhetorical exprelfions of Job 
and his Friend on this Subject, which teach 
us glorious Truths, and the profound eft 
Reverence and Refpeft to the molt Ho- 
ly God, even to a real contempt, and as 
it were a nullifying of our mean, linful 
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Let not one Syllable here faid, be m i f- 
applied, as infinuating any thing to the' 
prejudice of Holinefs, the beft thing we 
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can aim at on this fide Heaven, that lb 
much glorifies God, and is one of the firft 
rudiments of our bleflednefs and glory. 
No, in God’s Name and Strength, let us 
ftrive to outftrip the fan&ity of Job y No- 
ah , and Daniel ; but then let us be fore 
to keep our Humility : Let us defire, pray 
and endeavour to perfect Holinefs in God’s 
fear ; but then let us ftill remember God 
and our wretched Selves : How after all 
our refining, there’s ftill Drofs enough left 
for the Eye of his Purity to fallen upon, 
and devour us; that, if he {hon’d he ex - 
tream to mark what’s amifs y in his fight no 
Fief living (hon’d he juftif’d. In Ihort, as 
he can ne’er be upright, who does not 
pant and afpire after Perfe&ion ; fo he 
that attains the higheft pitch here, tho’ 
abfolutely he can none, yet if he retain 
not his Humility, he can't hold his Inte- 
grity. 

If we mourn over our Corruptions, hate 
them, and heartily pray and watch againft 
them, they may trouble, but will not ru- 
ine us: They may be as Thorns in our 
Flelh, to prick and pain us, like the Ca- 
naanites y not deftroy’d all at once, but left 
to exercife our Humility and Dependance : 
So our Falls may prove our Rife ; our 
iWeaknefs, our Strength; our Sorrows, 
finally cur joys. Not that there is any 
natural tendency in them to fuch blelfed 
effects ; but it is perfectly owing to the 
admirable Wifdom, Power and Goodnefs 
of a gracious God, who can bring Good 
out of Evil, Light out of Darknefs ; out 

■ of 
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of our Weaknefs, greater Confufionto our 
Enemies *, and out of all, >the Triumphs of 
his Glory, and our Happinefs, thro’ the 
Might and Merits of Jefus Chrift, our Blef- 
fed Lord, to whom be Glory for ever. 

Let us not then be difcourag’d, but re* 
lift Sin and Satan, tho’ we get our ground 
by Inches. We are ne’er conquer’d till 
we throw down our Weapons } Heaven 
peculiarly Favours the Bold and Refolute: 
Tho’ by the fury of an onfet we be beaten 
from our Poft, let us retire Fighting, and 
onr retreat will be commendable, till we 
return with reinforcements to the Com- 
bat. Above all , let us take the Shield of 
Faith, by which Chriftian Heroes in all 
Ages have done wonders •, Armour of 
Proof againft all the Legions of Hell and 
Earth, when they join Ifllie •, he that has 
this, will ne’er be vanquifh’d. Thisfup- 
plies the part of a Profpecfive, whereby 
we fee more for us, than againft us \ a 
fight that animates the Soul to brave En- 
counters : As this thrives, every Grace 
does, and corruption languilhes : By this 
we fee our Help, and feel our Strength, 
even Chrift our Advocate above in Glory, 
at the Right Hand of the Majefty on high, 
with the Keys of Hell and Death in his 
Hand, who has all Power in Heaven and 
Earth. He dwells likewife in our Hearts 
by Faith, and is in us the hope of Glory, 
by the energy of his Holy Spirit : W e 
do believe. Lord increafe our Faith : By 
this we may look upon the remains oi: 
Corruption, not as the forerunner of a 

• “ T a ' Rout, 
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Rout, but the Van of a glorious Vi- 
ctory. 

And this indeed is the Root of my hopes ^ 
for I find Hill many difficulties to grap- 
ple with, and fierce oppofition •, that I mult 
have many a tug with a vain, wicked 
Heart, and the Prince of Darknefs. I 
Pray, Read, and Fight, and yet am often 
beaten \ my Comfort is, I don’t quite leave 
the Field, but rally and return to the 
charge. 

O my Soul, fi nee thou art in fo fmuch 
danger, as there are Lulls remaining un- 
mortifi’d, let it be thy daily care to cm- 
cifie them all, that the Body of Sin and 
Death may be daily dying : Let thy Peace 

and Hopes ne’er out-run the Execution 
of thy Lulls j their Death is the Life of 
thy Soul and all its blefied hopes. As thy 
Zeal againlt Sin flags, let no rotten Prop 
fupport them \ let them droop as they 
ought, that the want of them may route 
thee up to afpire by all means to thy firft 
Love and Works. 

As Pride and Security advance, there 
mull needs be a decline of all regular hopes 
and comforts : God refifts the Proud , and 
above all, fpiritual Pride, molt odious in 
his Sight. God often fufFers his to tum- 
ble into the Dirt, tho’ he let them not 
lie there, to humble them, when they be- ■ 
gin to entertain over-weening thoughts of 
themfelves, and begin to fettle on their 
Lees. 
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The wainings of Comfort, and the 
fproutings of Corruptions, rouze, humble 
and quicken fincere Souls, and often make 
them fear a declenfion, the high way to 
Apoftacy. A true Chriftian is ever a grow- 
ing one, but not always alike, nor in the 
Exercife of the fame Graces : Some may 
feem at a Hand, while others thrive ; 
but whoever grows in Humility, tho’ he « 
feem to grow downwards in other refpefts, 
has yet the trueft growth in Grace : For 
this is like the Tap-Root of a Tree, that 
keeps it Ready and firm in all Storms ; 
and like, the fpreading of its Roots, where- 
by the Tree becomes more luxuriant and 
fruitful. A real declenfion manifefts a 
defeft of the vital Union, whatever fem- 
blances to the contrary appear : This rna- 
nifeflly brings a Man into hazard of be- 
ing a withered Branch, whole fate is to 
be cafl into the Fire. 

Union is the Foundation of Communi- 
on : This Chrifl intimates John 15. the 
withering Branch there is defcrib’d to 
have fome kind of Union, but it’s defe- 
ctive i fomething hinders the flow of the 
Sap and Spirit of the Vine from diltilling 
into it : The true Branch is purg’d to 
greater fru&ification, which is made there 
the grand Chara&eriftick of the true vital 
Union, the real faving abiding in Chrifl : 
To this abiding in him, is afcrib’d the 
abiding of his Words in us ; to which is * 
fubjoin’d a mofl glorious Promife of ask- 
ing what we will, and it fhall be done 
unto us, Veffe the 7th. We are told Heh. 

• ' ' 3- i4’ 
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3 . 14 . We are made partakers of Chrift tf 
me hold the beoinnimr of our confidence fted- 
fdft to the end. As this evidenceth Per- 
feverance to be the fureft proof of our 
being in Chrift, fo as to partake of all 
his faving benefits ; fo our real Union with 
Chrift, when the bright Symptoms of it ap- 
pear, may afford us bleffed grounds of 
hope that we fhall hold out and perfevere 
unto the end: That becanfe he lives , we 
fhall live alfo. They that are Chrift s, have 
Cruciftd the Flejh , with its AjfeEtions and 
Lufts , Gal. 5. 24. What fhall we think 
then of fuch, or what can they think of 
themfelves, who are neither under the 
power of Vivification nor Mortification? 
w ho tell us plainly, they are the People 
of God, who fees no fin in his. What a 
wretched fallacy do fuch put upon them- 
felves? Feeling Ihortly will convince them 
of their egregious folly and ftupidity. 
This is like the dreaming Whim of im- 
mortalizing Faith, fome fondly fuppofe 
will fence againft a natural Death,, tho’ 
better Believers than they that maintain 
the Hypothefis, every day tumble into the 
Grave before their Faces. Dent. 32. 19. 
and Pfal. 106. 40. We are told, when the 
Lord faw the Wickednefs of his People , he ab- 
horred his own inheritance. Amos. 3. 2. Says 
the Lord to his People : You only have / 
known of all the Families of the Earth : there- 
fore will 1 punifh yon for all your Iniquities. 

. God fees Sin wherever it is, and hates it, 
but molt of all in his own Children, whom 
he ehaftens, that they might not be condemn'd 
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with the World , i Cor. it. 32. Whoever 
confutes the Chapter and Pfalm juft cited, 
will fee how quick-lighted God is of the 
Sins of his, how his Wrath and Jealoufie 
fmoak’d againft them : And indeed, the 
whole Scripture proclaims Sorrows and 
Sufferings awaiting the beft of Men, and 
all Ages have made it to appear real faft \ 
and not only for Trial, but for their Sins. 

Good God ! to what degeneracy is thy Crea- 
ture obnoxious, who in the Face of thy 
Word, &c. can fall into fuch infatua- 
tion ! 

Some fay, God ne’er deferts a Soul but // 
for Sin •, others again, that he does, for 
very great and glorious Purpofes. ’Tis 
not our wifdom to be pofitive of things 
dubious, nor to confine the Almighty, 
where he has left himfelf at liberty. The w 
beft have Sin enough to vindicate the Ju- 
ftice of a defertion ; and tho’ God may 
in fuch a Cafe have no particular quarrel 
againft us, yet it may be profitable and 
fafe for us, to lay it ever at the door of 
our Sin, as it may keep us humble, and 
prevent hard Thoughts of God. On the 
other hand, we fee Job was deferted for 
Trial only, as we may fuppofe many fince, 
without any peculiar Controverfy more 
than ordinary, between God and fuch Souls. 

We have feen the end of the Lord , that he is j atn ^ 
very pitiful , and of tender Mercy } and that J 
he blejfes the latter end of fuch more than their 
beginning , Job 42. 12. Thefe defertions, (J) 
Kike mifty Mornings, have ended in a 

1 ’• • ' “ glori-? 
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glorious Sun-fhine of molt radiant Grace 
and Comfort. 

— - Let us then entirely give up our felves 
0 to divine Conduft in the way of Duty, 
who will ever repay our Faith and Pati- 
ence with double interefl . , whole veiy 
Mature is goodnefs, and waits only the 
fitteft feafons to be communicative j who 
is readier to impart his belt Gilts, than 
we to ask * or receive them who is 
readier to communicate his benign, revi- 
ving influences, to qualify d Subjects, than 
the Sun appearing in his utmoft Splendor 
is to difpenfe his Light and Heat. Nay, 
let us go farther {till, tho’ we think not 
the Confolations of the Almighty final!, 
but infinitely valuable, yet let us content 
our felves with his moll kind, wife Dif- 
penfations, begging to be kept from Sin, 
and in our Love to God, tho’ he conceal 
his from us-, that his Grace may be fufficient 
for us, to fupport us under the Buffetings 
of Satan, and prickings of the Thorn in the 
Flejh. I found great comfort in Reading 
' (tick Marriage , and Symonds ^ 
'ejeriiun , the enos J OT i 

*erui^r are treated of in the former and 
the difference between that and a real de- 
clenfion, with many other ufeful things, in 
the latter. 

' some are apt to Idolize Comfort, and 
grow peevilh -, ready to fhake off the Yoke it 
they have it not-, and grow weary of waiting 
for the Lord any longer-, a perverfe dange- 
rous Temper. Jefus CJhrift will be .a fljm 
^7) fcghauftib le fpriilg~~or~CoSfort tQ-his^ jm 



Qf la ft, but we muft give -him leave to 
time it . "What an IdolTfiys Dr. TJaxns-, See bis Life 
do fbme make of Comfor t, as if it wereiy Clark,/: 
their Chrift ? T he difference is not great , <*»<* 
whether it come at. Death, or an Houraf - 3^5. 
te rT linceTt would come afluredlv. Som e & 

Sgain" loft their Comforts, by nourishing 
too great fcrupulofity, as others by con- 
tracting carelefnefs, and hai'dnefs of Heart : 

Fearful nefs and fecurity, equally invite the 
cruel Enemy to infult us. But if we mifs 
or lofe our Comforts, if it be not remark- 
ably thro’ our own default and difobedi- 
ence, we mult acquiefce in the Pleafureof 
God, till the blefled Day dawn. If we 
ftudy and underitand the Covenant ot 
Grace, and are but lincere, ’twill give us 
quietnefs under all our Infirmities, and efta- 
blilhment, tho’ Comforts flow not in upon 

ns. % 

Some may miltake the abatement of its 
Comfort, for an abfolute removal *, nay, 
it’s poflible it may be the fame, and yet 
fome may miltrult the lofs of it, at lealt 
a great declenfion of it : For when long 
enjoy’d, it makes not that impreffion it 
did at firft, efpecially if they came out of 
great Darknefs • for then it’s like Hand- 
ing in the open Sun coming out of a Dun- 
geon, which makes the change very im- 
prelfive : But after a long and habitual / 
Sun-lhine, tho’ the fweet and benign In- 
fluences are juft the fame, yet ufe and 
time abate gradually the tranfports of the __ ' 
Senfation. Thus they may think they are 

much of the loling hand, when its juft 

the 
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the fame. I derogate not in the leaft de-* 
_ iignedly from the excellency of divine Gifts, 
by any comparifons of this Nature •, nor 
in the leaf!; to prejudice God’s Preroga- 
tive. 

But, O my Soul, haft thou not finn’d a- 
way thine, which is much worfe than a 
fimple removal? How unworthily haft 
thou improv’d the Showers and Sun-fhine 
of Heaven, the Frowns and Smiles, the 
various Culture of thy blefied Mafter? 

(£} His very Anger was from Love, his lharp- 
eft Scourges to whip thee home, and pre- 
vent thy tumbling into the bottomlefs 
gulph of Perdition. When kindeft treat- 
ment won thee not, what a merciful fe- 
verity was. it, to fcare thee out of the 
Chains of Hell? After all thefe mighty 
Obligations, and thy own eager Refoluti- 
ons and generous Purpofes, how miferably 
haft thon fail’d and drop’dfhort? Oh how 
ftrong were the imprefiions of Love and 
eternal Gratitude, with full Self-dedicati- 
on in the Hours of Biftrefs, upon Prefum- 
ption of Deliverance ? But how hi a me ful- 
ly have all thofe warm fits languilh’d, e- 
ven to half expiring? The ever blefied and 
glorious Sun of Righteoufnefs dawn’d upon 
thee in the very (hades of Death and Hell, 
like the Morning Light fpread upon the 
Mountains, more and more till perfect Day. , 
The Twilight then furpriz’d thee, even 
the firft ftep of hope from the bottomlefs 
Pit of infernal Horror • but as the Day 
advanc’d, how didft thou bask in thole 
nfrelhing Beams? 
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What a Heaven upon Earth was it to 
feel thy felf afcending from the Suburbs 
of Hell, the very abylfes of Defpair? 
But when thou felt, as it were. Heaven 
defending to meet thee halfway, was thou 
not tranfported as if thou wert there? 
How didft thou exult and triumph in the 
blefled God, and his fweet Jefus? In his 
molt amazing Pity, and furprizing Mer- 
cy ? And can all this fo foon, fo very foon, 
be forgot ? If the Charms of the richelt 
Goodnefs don’t flick by thee, yet how 
canft thou fhake off the remembrance of 
fo dreadful a Mifery ? Mifery, that ftuck 
once fo clofe to thee, as to appear a part 
of thy very Conftitution, into which it 
Teem’d woven : Oh refleft and be humble : 
See what an impotent Wretch thou art, 
while a little left to thy felf : Should God 
now quite leave thee, as thou deferveft, 
how wouldft thou languifh into Formality, 
and negligence,even to perfedt Libertinifm ? 
Be zealous then, O my Soul, and repent, 
bee God's Holy Spirit inc ei fantly . Grant 
it my dcar^ jefusi 'Tfrnen. 

Lord / what a wretched Creature is poor 
Man, in the leaft left to himfelf ! How 
foon does he dwindle in his good Intenti- 
ons, and forget the awful Terrors of thy 
Majefty, ana fenfe of thy intolerable 
Wrath \ his own infinite hazaid, Inter- 
eft and Duty ; together with the exceed- 
ing greatnefs of thy ineffable Mercy ; tho’ 
all this once affected him with the quickeft: 
pungency t Lord pardon and reftore me 

to 
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to the Light of thy blifsful Countenance, 
for thy molt free Mercies fake in Jefu, my 
mod adorable Saviour. 

As the negled and abufe of the holy 
r. Sacrament, had no fmall hand in my Sins, and 
their juft punifhment, fo I (hall end with 
that blefled Ordinance. 

Tho’ I had fome eafe before I ventu- 
red on fo great a Duty, fome compofure 
of Mind being neceflary, yet I had no com-: 
fort till after that Performance. It plea- 
fed God, after fome follicitations of my 
Friends, to encline my Heart to this glo- 
rious Fead of Love. In the Morning I a- 
rofe in fome diforder, but his kind Pro- 
vidence calf a Sermon in my way, which 
he made ftrangely encouraging to me } 
for ever blefled be his holy Name. I went 
forth after it, with a cheerful Spirit, and 
from that very Seafon the Day clear’d up \ 
* and I have ever fince continued it, with- 
out the lead return of Horror, to my in- 
conceivable advantage : And I think I may 
be bold to fay, without vanity, to the ex- 
ceeding great glory of his moll; free Grace, 
without the leaf: fhadow of any defert in 
me, but quite the contrary , that I ne’er 
0 llnce went to that holy Table, but I felt a 
very remarkable abidance not fo much 
in Flights of Joy, as in a peculiar con- 
fidence of Spirit, and a fix’d fteddinefs of 
Mind, with clearnefs of Thought, great Se- 
renity and Compofure, with little or no Di- 
ll raftion } which tho’ it haunt me too much 
in other Duties, yet, which is remarkable, 
very rarely in this. Some fiery fhafts Sa- 
tan 
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tan has fpent upon me at this feafon from 
his quiver ; but God help’d me immedi- 
ately to quench and repel them. I wilh I 
could fay my attainments after it were fuit- 
able •, but here,thi'o’ carelefnefs, I havefad- 
ly come lhort, to my lhame. 

I mention this to give my All-glorious 
God the Praife of all entirely ; to encou- 
rage drooping, defponding Spirits, to ha- ' 

O 1 O 7 1 O 1 f 'Tmm 

ften £ his blelfed Feaft of Fat things , and 
Wwe upon the Lees well refined: This Bread 
of Life, and Wine of the Kingdom, contriv’d 
by the Lord of Life and Glory, to fatisfie 
hungry Souls •, to ftrengthen and revive the 
weak and weary •, to keep and encreafe Spi- 
rit and Vigor in the ftrong. 

Let no ilncere Heart be deje&ed, that 
feels not that prefence of Mind and free- 
dom of Spirit, God in his overflowing boun- 
ty blefs’d me with : For as I have great 
reafon to adore him in the diftribution of 
the leaf!; fpiritual favour, (tho’ this I dare 
not but eiteem as a very great one) yet 
have I reafon to blulh in confufton, that 
my after Succefles are no greater, more an- 
fwerable to fuch Indulgences. Meafure 
therefore the benefit of this Ordinance, by 
the true Meafure of the SanQuary ; and va- 
lue an encreafe of Spiritual Strength the 
better to refill or conquer a ftubborn Tem- 
ptation, or Corruption; or to walk more 
clofely and evenly with God, thanprefent 
Tranfports and Extafies : Nay, tho’ Clouds 
and Darknefs enwrap thee, yet hold on refo- % 
lately, and the Day’s thy own finally. 
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The Devil, I know, abufes many, urg- 
ing the Impenitent to come out of falfe 
Ends and bafe Defigns*, to Hop the Cla- 
mours of Confidence:, to gain repute or 
qualifications^ and fome are fo ftupid, as 
to think it works like a Charm , and con- 
tent thetnfelves with meer Formalities. Ci- 
thers again, Humble, Holy Souls, he fcares 
from it, as tho’ it was rather Mofes than 
* the Lord’s Table, as one well Phrafes it. 
Of both thefe, he makes his Earnings } the 
one, he wraps up in fecurity, and expofes 
to God’s fearful Judgments ^ the other he 
torments, if he cannot ruin them and keeps 
them in a ftarving Condition, cheating 
them out of many fpiritual Enjoyments. 
God Hoops the lowefl to us in this Ordi- 
nance of any, if we Sign and Seal faith- 
fully his Covenant, he will SeaLus by his 
Spirit to the Day of Redemption and 
fatifie in Heaven, what we do on Earth : 
But Wo to them that rejedt and defpife 
this condefcention of the Almighty, and 
the Blood of his Son, as all do more or 
lefs, that negleft or trifle in this Ordi- 
nance, or comply with it, for fome Car- 
nal, Bafe, Selfifh end. Many are Sick and 
Weak , and others fall ajleep for abufing it 
, now, as well as formerly be fure hard- 

nefs of Heart and other fpiritual Judg- 
ments attend it, which are much worfe. 
C Hales on the A very memorable Author tells us: 
- Sacrament , u The Ufes and Ends of the Lord’s-Sup- 
/■ 6l - u per, can be no more than fuch as are 

u mention’d in the Scriptures, and they 
“ are but Two. i. The Comm emorati- 

, a on 
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Sc on of the Death and Paffion of the Son 
<c of God,fpecifi’d by himfelfat the Inftitu- 
<c tion of the Ceremony . 2. To teftifie 

u our Union with Chrift, and Commu- 
<c nicn one with another which end St. 

Paul hath taught us. < 1 

Now when we have fo folemn an Infti- 
tutioa calculated to fuch blefled purpofes ; 
it we have any fuitable and becoming ap- 
prehensions of the worth and dignity of 
our Saviour ; of his molt tranfeendentand 
amazing Love, and God's kind defigns to - /if fo - 

wards us, ilfuing as much in our good, as fr? 
his glory ; how can we fo ealily clifpenfe^C 
with negle&s of this kind? Are we no 
in more danger of dilhonoring God by. 

Confempt or Difregard of any of his San-^i 
ftions, than by any exprelhons of concern, r/tu- — 
we can regularly pretend to honor Him 
with, by compliance with the reft? E- 
Specially if they be of a very important £y% J 
nature, expreftive of moft kind Intentions, 
and vaft Condelcention ? tVte&cf-tCCfn. 

Some holy Souls are difeourag’d by too “ 
needlefs fcrupulofity, but I fear much worfe 
lies at the bottom of moft Mens negledt. 

Shou’d fuch be call'd to great Privileges 
and Dignities by great Men on Earth, we 
Ihou'd fcarce find them fo full of affe&ed 
Modefty in pretences of unworthinefs. In 
Cafes of fecular Advantage and Prefer- 
ment, Men are counted more nice than 
wife, when they refufe a good offer, and 
feern very loth to complement themfelves 
into fuch inconveniencies, as Self-denial in 
fuch Cafes bring with it. Who plead their 

V 2 XJnwor- 
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Unworthinefs, as a Reafon lot non-acct" 
htance of Places ofWealth and Honor ,U nleis 
it be thought a pretty device, to ulher in the 
Favours with more fecurity ? And who 
ftjcks at Pains and Care to fit and qualify 
himfelf for a good Office? Woud Men 
apply clofely thefe conliderations to thcii 
Spiritual concerns, and dive deeply into 
' their deceitful Hearts, to take a narrow 
view of the Springs of Aftion in thofc 
weighty Matters, they might difcover the 
rotten Principles that lurk theie, the tiue 
Caitfe of all Self-flattery and frivolous Ex- 
cufes, of that treachery and falfity, that 
neither God nor Confidence will long 
take at their Hands. Had Men but half 
the Faith and Love for God, his Ordinan- 
ces, and another World, they have for 
this the far greateft part of their pre- 
tences of this kind, wou’d fink ano. cni- 



appear. . , . . • . 

fpi.Di .Hor- Inconfideration is the Root of this great 
hcck of Ccv- mifchief, and truly of every thing detn- 
federation. mental to our Souls : The Mifei y that 

attends it, and the benefits that manifeft- 
• ly follow thoughtfulnefs, ffiou’d recom- 
mend the Duty to all. . 

This wou’d gradually difpofe the Soul 
to a habit of pleafan £ Meditation, the 
F vnenence whereof wou d recommend its 
excellent ufefulnefs , the force of which 
none can imagine that have not. try’d it. 

C Bp. Hall of cc 1 Q nt0 t pj s on ]y negleft, let me alcnbe 

•‘■filed it mien, u ^ commonnefs of that Laodicean tem- 

« p er of Men } and that dead coldnefs 

u which has ftricken the Hearts of many, 

a having; 
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a having left them nothing but the Bo- 
“ dies of Men, and the Vifors of Chrifti- 
u a ns j to this only they have not Me- 
u ditated. It is not more poflible to live 
<c without a Heart, than to be devour. 
“ without Meditation. Let him Curfe me 
tc on his Death-Bed that plies this Duty, 
tc if he acknowledge not thefe Hours 
“ placed the moll happily in his whole 
“ Life ; if he then wifh not he had worn 
cc out more Days in fo profitable and hea- 
“ venly a Work. 

God now caft me upon a Bed of dan- 
gerous Sicknefs, and then I felt the BleL 
fed advantages of this holy Ordinance. I 
receiv’d the Sentence of Death in my felf, 
but God kept my Spirit pacate and re? 
fign’d : and had he not, as circumiran- 
ces then flood, what I apprehended, I 
think muff inevitably have come topafs. All 
my Fear is, that I kept my Eye too much 
fix’d on the poor little I had done, which 
I delire may ever be entirely falten’d on 
my dear Saviour. I did not then call for 
the Sacrament in a hurry, as I have known 
fome, that wou’d not be perfwaded to take 
it fooner ^ tho’ if God pleafe to give me 
opportunity, I defire to make it the lafb 
and folemn aft of my Life. We fhou’d 
ufc all precaution, that we act notour laft 
part indecently, or in a difconfolate hurry, 
which fhou’d be Confecrated more imme- 
diately to the Glory of God and the cre- 
dit of Religion : and the furefl way to at- 
tain this, is early to confccrate our Lives 
to him in the ways of his own appoint? 

, V 3 ment •„ 



tiient -, For he has promifed to Honor them 
that Honor him -, and in what can we do it 
more, than in reverencing and complying 
with his I n dilutions ? Let us remember, 
that time will put all our belt Antidotes 
to the Trial-, for as one well fays-, “ Tho' 
tc a Good Man will not fear to die, yet 
u he may to be let into Eternity. After my 
Recovery, I read St. Auftin% Meditations 
with great delight : And found a ftrange 
reinforcement of my Faith, in reading Dr, 
Tarkers Law of Mature : Books in their 

dTffefT iTldlM r v eTy " E ? X C fi 11 e n t . But to Thee, 

0 Lord, be entirely afcrib’d the Glory of 
all the Succefs I felt. 

Let fuch as will not take pains to pre- 
pare for the Sacrament, or endeavour that 
ftri&neis of Life which fhou’d follow it, 
confider how dearly they love, and one 
day muft pay for their Lulls ■, how they 
defpife the great Salvation. Let fuch as 
feel Terrors in the difcbarge of their Du- 
ty in this kind, examine, whether fome un- 
repented of, or allow’d Sin, be not the Caufe 
of it. I feldom went without fome dread, 
while matters were at this pafs with me. 

1 know Satan’s wicked Arts are number- 

iefs he may abufe an honed Heart, un- 
der indifpofition of Body, and fo hope to 
difcourage the fin cere : But ufually in 
fuch Cafes, in the ufe of Means, God fpeaks 
Peace to fuch -, let none then be difcou- 
fag'd, butrefolutely hold on in the Strength 
of Jefus Chrift, : 



May 
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May holy timerous Souls, that ftand off 
out of a lenfe of their un worth inefs, a£ 
fume Courage, and know -that Humility, 
exprefs’d in Self-judging, and Self-abhor- 
rence, is one of the belt Preparatives for 
this Love-Feaft : That the Flelh and Blood 
of Chrift, is the belt Antidote againlt the 
remains of Corruption, and the belt means 
to make them as good as they defire to 
be and till they comply, ne’er let them 
exped it, nor true comfort } for God will 
have his Ordinance honor’d. 

I have known fome meafure their fafety 
by their peace, and attribute their Peace 
to their being of a Party, with no con- 
cern exprefs’d about principles : Others 
again, have defifted from going to the Sa- 
crament, becaufe they went with fome Ter- 
ror, but met with fome quiet in the for- 
bearance. Wou’d fuch confider, that the 
Means Men of any Perfuafion ufe mult be 
effedual to a found Converfion, or there 
can be no Salvation *, that there’s a falfe 
Peace, as well as a true: And that to trull: 
to what God lays no ftrefs upon, and de? 
cline a plain Duty, is no way to a true one, 
they might foon fee thro’ the Delufion : 
Wou’d fuch as find eafe in the negled of 
the Sacrament, refolutely return to their 
Duty, the Enemy, it’s probable, would 
oppofe them fiercely, but that Terror 
would end in Comfort after a ftruggle ; 
whereas if upon a negled there may be fome 
quiet, it only forebodes a Storm gather- 
ing apace, tho’ the Signs of it appear 
nofo 
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May fuch, as after a Storm have gain’d 
Peace, ne’er be prodigal of it, but by all 
means, endeavour to maintain Humility 
and Watchfulnefs, and live in the con- 
ftantufe of this blefled Ordinance. So much 
Corruption as remains, (as fome there is 
in the beft) fo much hazard there is of 
growing fecure, and loling what we en- 
joy, and then, it may be, double diligence 
will not recover it. 

Let inch of us as do attend this glori- 
ous Feaft of Love, blefs God heartily for 
Opportunities and Difpofitions of this kind j 
and labour to improve them by frequent 
and more careful approaches. Let us gird 
up the Loins of our Mind, and the whole 
Armor of God, clofer about us, and dread 
the Thoughts of appearing without the 
Wedding Garment, viz.. Faith and Love 
in fome Exercife. Here we may behold 
Sin in its true Nature, and molt affe&ing 
Colours ^ what treatment we might ex- 
pert at God’s Hand, had not his blefled 
Son been treated fo feverely for our fakes : 
What vaft hopes we may entertain of the 
greateft Favours imaginable, after fuch full 
fatisfa&ion offer’d and accepted, if we will 
. but lay fail hold of our own Mercies. 
And a due fenfe of thefe matters can’t 
fail to humble us, and endear the blefled 
fefus to us •, and while we are moft de- 
prefs’d with felf-loathing and abhorrence of 
Sin, we fhall feel our Hearts moft free 
and dilated in Praife. And after fuch 
idefled Movements of Soul, we can’t well 
/fail of fuitable Zeal, and holy Emulation 

' in 
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d in our Lives and Converfations. The 

” fenfe of what we have done, felt and en- 

' joy’d, will ftrangely infpirit our Devoti- 

I ons, and they again enliven our Aftions, 

-I till the happy and repeated Viciflitudes 

Sj bring us into the blefTed Circle of Eternal 

>i Praifes, and boundlefs, endlefs Fruitions, 

i- W e can’t have a more noble Subjedf of 

t Praife, nor a fitter occafion to folemnize 

j it powerfully and connaturally, than when 

1* our awful feriousdeportment,our eager,earn- 

r eftexprefhonsofdevotions,exciteandinflame 

i one another mutually at thefe blefled Sea- 

i Tons. And if we get Life and Heat for • • 

Action, and more vital Communion with 
! God in private, by fome quickning fpark 

I darted from his Altar, how nobly will all 

: j our Pains and Care be recompenc’d ? In- 

1 devotion turns the belt thing in the World 

into the worft •, Truth and Sincerity into 
Lying and Hypocrilie. If our Hearts are 
mended in this refped, let us think it a 
I vaft attainment, and thofe excellent means, 

! that promote it. 

And when we refleft on thefe occafions, 
upon fuch an amazing Inftance of Divine 
Love and Charity, what narrow contra- 
cted Spirit •, what frozen Heart, can hold 
|j out againft the power of its Charms ? 
f t Will it not kindly thaw and expand it 
* felf while it approaches fo near the ho- 
ly Fire of Divine Love? Will not thofe 
facred Flames pervade the Breaft, and en- 
kindle fome rapturous Paffion, that fhall 
I diffiife it felf with heavenly ardency over 
1 the whole Soul ? Lovelinefs difplay’d at- 

1 trafts 
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trads Love and Admiration; but when 
Love exprefs’d at fo .coftly a rate, in 
the bittereft dying Agonies, concurs, and 
all to gain our Affedions, is it pofiible for 
any to remain fenflefs and obdurate ? Can 
we fee God part with his only Son ! in pi- 
ty to obftinate Rebels and haters of him ? 
And him fo freely parting with his preci- 
ous Life for his Enemies and Perfecutors, 
and not find enlarg’d Bowels to all, and 
a readinefs to forgive the greateft Inju- 
ries and Affronts? Shall we have the 
Heart to appear niggardly and parfimo- 
nious in our Offerings, while we exped 
the greateft Bleflings, and commemorate 
the higheft ad of Bounty? So provoke 
God to withold the Treafures of his Mer- 
cy he was juft pouring in upon us, and 
good Men to upbraid us with Covetouf- 
nefs? What folly, and ftupid ingratitude 
'muff; Men be guilty of, before they can 
give any juft occafionsof complaint in this 
kind ? 

Thus have 1 ventur’d to relate that part 
of my Life, moft are fliie of communica- 
ting. The Royal Prophet fays ; Come and 
hear all yon that Fear God , and I will declare 
what he hath done for my Soul : To ftir up 

others to Praife God, and ftrengthen their 
Faith and truft in him. This, 1 hope, has 
been my Defign, and where I have fail’d , 
I befeech the "good Lord to pardon the 
frailties of his Servant. 

* * 1 ' ‘ A , i f, 
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“ Y Will extol Thee, O Lord, for Thoq ^ 
44 X. lifted me up, and haft not made 
44 my Enemies to rejoice over me. I am 
44 afflicted and ready to die from my Youth 
44 up : While I fuffer thy Terrors I am 
44 diftra&ed. Thy fierce Wrath went o- 
44 ver me, thy Terrors have cut me off : 

44 They came round about me daily like 
44 Water, they compafled me about to- 
44 gether : Thou haft laid me in the low- 
44 eft Pit, in darknefs in the Deeps : Thy 
44 Wrath lay hard upon me, and Thou 
44 haft afflifted me with all thy Waves. 

44 My Lovers and my Friends ftood a- 
44 loof from my Sore, and my Kinf- 
44 men ftood afar off. Thy Arrows ftuck 
44 fall; in me, and thy Hand prefled me 
44 fore : There was no foundnefs in my 
41 Flefli becaufe of thine Anger: Neither 
44 was there any reft in my Bones, becaufe 
44 of my Sin: My Confufion was ever be- 
44 fore me : I was fore broken, and roared by 
44 reafon ot the difquietnefs of my Heart : 

44 My Life drew nigh unto the Grave : I 
44 was counted with them that go down in- 
44 to the Pit. In thefe diftrefles I lifted 
44 up my Soul to Thee, and Thou haft re-? 

44 joiced the Soul of thy Servant, delivering 
44 it from the loweft Hell : For Thou arc 
44 great and doft wondrous things, Thou 
44 art God alone. Thou haft brought me 
44 out of a horrible Pit, and fet my Feet 
44 on a Rock, and eftablifh’d my Goings, 

44 and put a new Song in my Mouth, e- 
44 ven Prajfe unto our God : Many fliall 
- ! - 1 ; : :f ' 44 fe© 
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« fee it, and fear, and fhall trufl in the 
« Lord : Blefied is that Man that makes 
“ Thee his trull, and refpefteth not fuch 
“ as turn afide to Lies. I have declared 
tc thy Faithfulnefs, O Lord, and thy Sal- 
vation : I have not concealed thy lov- 
tc ing kindnefs and thy Truth. With- 
u hold not Thou thy tender Mercies from 
tc me, O Lord : let thy Loving-kindnefs 
“ and thy Truth continually preferve me: 
“ In Thee, O Lord, I trufl, let me never 
“ be put to Confufion. Let them be con- 
u founded that feek after my Soul to de- 
u flroy it. Let all thofe that feek Thee, 
“ rejoyce and be glad in Thee:, let fuch 
u as Love thy Salvation, fay continually, 
u the Lord be Magnified. In my Affli- 
a ftion, I faid in my haft all Men were 
il Liars, that God had forgotten me, and 
u fhut out my Prayer, and cafl me off ut- 
4,1 terly. And in my Profperity 1 faid, l 
“ fhall ne’er be moved. Lord, by thy fa-, 
cc vour Thou haft made my Mountain to 
tc Hand flrong. Thou did It hide thy Face, 
tc and I was troubled. I’m -poor and nee-. 
u dy. Lord think upon me: Thou art my 
help and rny deliverer, make no tar- 
“ tying, O my God. Turn my Mourn- 
tc ing into Rejoicing, and once more gird 
tc me with Gladnefs; To the end that 
my Glory may fing Praife to Thee and 
u not be filent. O Lord my God, I will 
“ give Thanks unto Thee for ever. 



0 



I long fince intended this, but flill from 
time to time deferr’d it ; till a particular. 
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Providence made me forthwith fet about: 
it. And all I can fay for it, is, that I # 
beg’d God’s affiftance, and hope have had 
it, in bringing many Paffages to Mind - 7 
and that I have related all as near matter 
of faft, as I could. I have met with fome 
difcouragements, and peculiar Temptations 
in the writing of it, but God has carry’d 
me through. I conclude therefore with 
Praife to the Almighty, for the wonders 
of his Love to me ever of old •, for his aids 
and affiftance in this performance •, beg- 
ging moft heartily his Bleffing may go a- 
long with it, for the good of fome poor 
Soul, to His Glory, for dear Jefus’s fake* 
For of him, and through him, and to him, 
are all things, to whom be glory for e- 
Ver. Amen. 

I appeal now folemnly to the great Je- 
hovah for the truth of the Narrative I here 
have made, as to the main, tho’ I may have 
fail’d in fome Circum fiances, but never 
willingly : And have been as faithful in 
■ the reprefentation of my Sentiments about 
matter of fad, as the refult of my pure Con- 
victions. And from this consideration i 
wou’d take an occafion, if any can prevail, 
to conjure defpondent Spirits to trull to 
and hope in the infinite Mercies of God, 
and Merits of Chrift jefus. If you refufe - 
to "be comforted from fiich a pregnant In- _ 
fiance of Divine Companion, know r , ’twill - 
one Day rife up in Judgment againfl you to - 
upbraid your Infidelity. And let the obdu- — 
rate and carelefs, that may chance to call an - 
Eye here, be perfwaded by fuch as know the - 

Terrors - 
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Terrors of the Lord \ for unlefs they Re- 



- pent, they muft feel them, and periih for 

- ever. I 'fhall leave with fuch an Expreflion 
of an excellent Perfon, by way of conclufion. 



for. jackfoQ cc When the judge fhall app 



“ Thought or Adion fhall then become le- 
t£ gible : Not a Syllable of what we have 
a fpcken to our felves fhall be loft, and e- 
“ very Letter or Syllable which hath not 
u been warn’d away by the Blood of the 



a Lamb, ihall be as a Stigma or Brand to 
tc the Soul and Confcience wdierein it is 
“ found, and fhall fret as an incurable 
(C Gangreen and Cancer. Every Seed of 
“ Corruption, whether propagated by our 
u firfl Parents, or fown by our felves, 
u which feern'd to lie dead without Mo- 
, tc tion, unlefs they be truly Mortifi’d by 
cc the Spirit of God, fhall at the appea- 
“ ranee of the Sun of Righteoufnefs be- 
u gin to quicken, and grow ripe in a 
Cc Moment. And albeit thefe Seeds be as 
u many in number as the Sand, tho 1 our 
cc whole Flefh or bodily Man be more 
cc full of them, than any Fifhes Ventri- 
cc cle is full of Spawn, yet the leaf; of 
“ them fhall grow for its malignant qua- 
ct lir.y into a Serpent, and fling the Soul 
cc and Body where it is bred, like an Ad- 
u der. Thefe are the belt Fruits, which 
u they that daily fow to the Flefh, fhall 
u then reap of the Flefh, even Corrupti- 
cc on. Sorrow and Torments incorrupti- 
u ble and infufferable, yet perpetually to 
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Moll Blelfed God, if any ftupid, un- 
believing Sinner, ihall call bis Eye on thefe 
Lines by thy Providence •, let thy Spirit 
of Life and Power fo breath on them, 
and his dark, wretched Soul, that feme 
kindly effed may follow: And if nothing 
lels will do, mercifully Gates the Cen- $ A 
ter of his Heart with fome of thefe dread- 
ful Terrors here deferib’d : Let him feel 
how real, terrible and unfupportable one 
drop of thy Wrath is, falling upon his 
guilty, awaken’d Confcience •, that he may 
proftrate himfelf in deepelt Humility and 
Self-abafement at the Footftool of thy 
dreadful Ma jelly, and lb obtain Mercy. 

If any poor, humble, doubting, defpond- — , 
ing Soul, confult this record of thy Judg- 
ments and boundlefs Mercy, permit him 
not to mifapply thy kind feverities to his 
prejudice; but gracioufly alTift him to 
ftrepgthen his hopes in the fathomlefs A- 
bylles of thy rich Mercy. Lord ! what in- 
fidelity reigns in Mens Hearts ! The Sad- 
ducee believes not thy Being, no, tho’ one 
role from the Dead ; nor a trembling, a- 1 
waken’d Soul, thy Mercy, tho’ Thou fend 
one, as it were, from the Grave and Hell, 
to proclaim it’s boundlefs. Dear God ! 
molt effectually pity both ; efpecially pour 
in the Oil of Joy and Gladnefs on wound- 
ed ^Spirits ; make the dejedted and poor 
in Spirit abound in hope by the power 
of the Holy Gholt. And let all that pe- 
rufe thefe Memoirs with an honelt, upright 
Heart, find a whet to ferioufnefs, and a 
reinforcement to Faith. And God grant, 

not 
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not one Tittle of what’s here exprefs’d, 
may rife up in Judgment againft thy 
poor unworthy Servant at the great day j 
but ever vouchfafe him fuch large effufi- 
fioris of thy Grace as may help him to 
live up in fincerity to his Conviftionsj 
that he prove not a Caft-away, while he 
endeavours to fave others, for Jefus thy 
Bleffed Son’s fake. Amen. 

Now to the only wife God, our Saviour , be 
Glory and Majefly , Dominion and Power , 
by Angels and Men , both now and ever » 
Amen^ 
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